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SALT LAKE (AP) — 
ex-lawmen claim slain uth 
skyjacker Richard Floyd MeCoy dr. 
was the man who, under the alias 
D.B. Cooper, skyjacked a North- 
west Orient 727 on Thanksgiving 
4971, extorted $200,000 from the 
airline and parachuted into the 
night. 

No trace of Cooper was found 
after he parachuted from the-jetlin- 

" er near Portland, but some of the 
eash surfaced along the Columbia 
River in 1980, Most* investigators 
believe the man perished. 

.MeCoy was convicted of skyjack- 
ing a Denver-to-Los Angeles flight 
‘on April 7, 1972, and bailing out 
over his hometown of Provo, Utah, 
with $500,000. MeCoy was sentenced 
to 45 years in prisoh and was shot 
to death Nov. 9, 1974, by FBI 
agents in Virginia Beach, Va., after 
escaping with three others from a 
federal prison at Lewisburg, Pa. 

Tn the recently completed manu- 
script, “Beyond a Reasonable 
Doubt (D.B. Cooper — No Longer a 


Mystery),”’ Bernie A. Rhodes, form-_ 


er FBI division chief in Salt Lake 
* ‘City, and Russell P. Calame, form- 
er chief U.S. probation and parole 
“agent, contend McCoy was Cooper. 
. _.dhey cite parallels in the hijack- 
. ings, such as both men getting four 
. parachutes, both using the phrase 
~“no funny stuff? in their ransom 
« notes and both showing knowledge 
‘of pilot terminology. 
>, At the time of the McCoy hijack- 
ing, it was thought to be a rather 
rept copy of the earlier, greatly 
“publicized skyjacking. 
> Both hijackings were during va- 
- Cation time at Brigham Young Uni- 


Richard MeCoy Jr. 


versity, where McCoy was-a stu- 
dent. . 

In both cases, the hijacker sat in 
the coach section on the right side 
of the aisle, the authors’ said. 

They also said they have found 
evidence disputing family accounts 
that McCoy had been at home in 
Provo on Thanksgiving 1971. 

They said they had determined 
that McCoy purchased gasoline in 
Las Vegas at Thanksgiving time 
and that a collect call was made to 
the McCoy residence at 10:41 p.m. 
on Nov. 25, 1971. 

They theorize that McCoy drove 
from Provo to Las Vegas on or 
before Thanksgiving eve, flew to 


Portland, bought a ticket on North- f 
west Orient to Seattle, hijacked the 4 


plane, parachuted, walked back to 


Portland, caught a flight to Las 4 


B. gchar al allege ane ain Provoan > 


Drawing of D.B. Cooper 


Vegas and drove home to Provo. 

Calame said there is a piece of 
evidence, an object Cooper left on 
the airplane, that has always been 
used fe eliminate fraudulent claims 
by people who said they were Coop- * 
@ 


Te 

He said that item bas been identi- 
fied by McCoy’s relatives as having 
belonged to him. 

Rhodes said that in a pre-sen- 
tence interview with him in 1972. . 
McCoy neither admitted nor denie&é 
guilt in the Cooper hijacking. b7c 
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suspect or, at least, I would 


fe 
t should be 


bel 
investigated. a 
“I would say he’s a major 


consider him a major suspect;’* 
Himmelsbach said, . 

As a fugitive after the killings 
of five members of his family, 
List was considered a suspect in 
the skyjacking from the 
beginning, Himmelsbach said’ 

Descriptions. of List and 
Cooper are similar. Both are 
accused of bizarre crimes, and a 
fugitive from a mass murder has 
nothing to lose, Himmelsbach 
said. Pee : 

A man police said is List was 


arrested June 1 in’ Richmond, Va., after the 


television show “America’s Most Wanted” ran a 
Program on the ‘‘baliroom murders” in November 


three children were shot to death in their 


, Westfield, N.J., mansion. 


i 


a. List’s wife, his 87-year-old mother and his 


The man, who goes by the name Robert,P. Clark 


ect. infamous D 


a8 
aa 
ok 


and was described by friends as a quiet, church- 
going accountant, was extradited to New Jersey on 
Thursday and in jail. to 

Although’ the man known as Clark denies he is 
List, authorities said fingerprints and a scar Prove 
Clark and List are the same man. 


{Authorities said List fled to Colorado and then 
% my 


).B. “Co 


b6 
b7C 


ope 


Virginia and had built a new life. 

FBI spokesman John Eyer in Seattle said 
Thursday that List was being investigated in the 
skyjacking, but said it was routine. 

David Baugh, List’s lawyer in Richmond before 
he was returned to New Jersey, compared the 
alleged connection to reported sightings of Elvis 
Presley, " . 
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John List = a 
Mass-murder suspect... D.B. Cooper: -. 


Disappearing wee 


by Joshua Choner Aamo: 
Times staff reporier 


tion, 3,” 


come on;"’*si 


ESBS ¢ 


foun d atl last? 


COOPER 


sal Bi, 


and married a; 
E and? his Tew iS 


local. accounting firm, 


Coe case is oni 
-_ reties th that the a 


Va, told The 
also doubts 
connection? 


List is 
family-on Nov. 
i to police, he ‘then fle New 
lersey afd resurfaced six years 
later in-Denver as Clark. There, 
| he worked as an accountant for a 


David Baugh. “But J 
that Elvis “is living” 
now. I, Put those two. 
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Have they found 


said FBI'spokesman Jon Eyer in 
Seattle. However, the prosecutor |! 
handling the List case in New . 
Jersey said he doubts any conec- 


“The D.B. Boner link? Aw, |>3# 


sistant Union* 
itor Robert} 


da 2 ane iy ing. 
boxmanutfacturin 
fh 


-irgini, where he took ajob ata 


» Eyer said the recent tip 


the latest in 
1 has j investi- 


List's jawyer in’ "Richmond, 
a Lab Press he 


“VT have’ heard that, 
6a 
also ra 
in Detroit; 
together”... 
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D. B. Cooper? 


FB probing whether: 971- murde suspect is’ the elusive hijacks : 


(coming to Seatile on 
Day, 1971 = 15 
ist allegedly mur- 
-dejed his ‘mother, wife and thy three 


lens. 
The only trace found ‘* 
$5,800 of the Toney that ase 
ashore on a sand bar ond 
Columbia River in February 19 
When he was arrested June 
List was living under'the aliai 
-Robert, Clark, The: arrest Gi 
after “America’s Most, Wai ec 


‘ooper wrote a note’to a 
;stqwardess saying he‘had a 
ES ib. ‘When ' the plane lan 

waeCooper aske: 
yyand four parachittes. 


comp; 
1988 t 
moved to 


in the 
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Daily News 


; . Longview, Wa. Ma 
i { : Date: 2/15/80 A 
P Edition: inal . 4 


(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 


ry . 
| tees I 
| Looper mystery) mY 


ose Character: 
if — Bo —T aracter 
A or 
° rs Cl rq | i ‘| . Classifieation:] 64-8 
C WU eG ° a Submitting Office? Seattle 
é : eee . 
a * . teocweens ce eg 
By Jay McIntosh ““——” I Lewis River reservoir, out were retmnking that. 
: . "The Dally News if ‘assumption after the discovery ofthe money. * 


a - 3 Palmer said it looks like Cooper landed: in the! 
4 Sloux City Sarsparilla, a potent root beerlike| | Bashougal River drainage area: But after com- 
i beverage in a can with a cowboy on it, is the lates! © puting stream surface area, he said it was a 1,000! 
Seque in the muddied story of skyjacker D. B. ‘tol shot that the hijacker landed in water. 
Cooper. ; _ “It's likely. that fhe guy survived (but was in- 
Leonard Palmer, a Portland State University ~ jured), got to a stream and dropped some of the 
geclogist, said today that two cans of the softdrink | money because he was hurt and couldn't hold onto 
* along with a Nesbitt's Orange can — were found ‘ it. So that leaves him injured and somewhere in 
in the same Sandy soil where a boy unearthed part the Washougal drainage area nine years ago.” 
of Cooper's loot last Sunday. 7 : 
The clue may not mean much to FBI agents, Only educated guesswork is behind the theory, 
who on Thursday called off their search there for of course. The FBI may or may not search for , 
more evidence. But it adds a Maltese Falcon airto more evidence, said Jack Pringle, assistant agent 
the already mysterious story of America’s only in charge of the bureau’s Seattle office. 
unsolved skyjacking. “We'll have to talk to the searchers who were 
Theories of what happened abound, and Palmer down there and then we'll decide if any further 
~ has constructed his own, He thinks Cooper surviv- ‘Searches will be undertaken,” Pringle said this 
ed his sky jump and was injured. Palmer winds a Morning.” . 
delective slory around what he sees as geologic . . 
evidence of how the $3,000 or so came to be. He didn't mention the Nesbitt's Orange or the 
deposited on a Columbia River beach in Sioux City Sarsparilia. The Daily News managed * 
Washington, three miles northwest of Vancouver. 40 trace the sarsparilla to White Rock Products! 
A“Dan Cooper" parachuted from a 727 jet over iInc., a soft drink manufacturer in Brooklyn, N.Y. 
Southwest Washington on Thanksgiving Eve 1971. [Fompany spokesman John Cloney said he didn’t 
But Palmer said the money was found in soil think the beverage had ever been distributed on: 
deposited on the beach after a 1974 dredging. 1 the West Coast north of California. . 
may have been deposited within the last year, ‘| A woman at the Portland bottler of White Rock 


aid. | . |, beverages said she had “never heard of it." : 
“Sioux City Sarsparilla was lodged in the samel), 

cl that the money was found,” Palmer said. If - 

\ FBI can trace when the pop cans were * . 

ufactured, it could provide more evidence of ’ 

the money was deposited. - . oa . 
e cash, part of the $200,000 in $20 bills that was « . 

ed to Cooper's waist, was found bundied in a ¥ 


] 
op cans and most of the money were found * 
eight inches befow the surface, but + 
its of the money reportedly were as far 4 
three feet. . i 
could not explain how the money might - 
buried that deep. He sald there was ‘no 
‘e_evidence”’ that money was in fact 
ye feet down, and surmised that it may 
fevesited there in digging actions. 


$ 
‘aid the money was worn the same way * 
Worn, And the bills had not decayed as , 
4 would have if they had been exposed ; 

. 1 leads us to believe is that the mone 
‘2 water alll the time since it has been, 


q searchers, Palmer dismisses thi - — 
. he money may have washed ; DB Cooper-26284 , 
* \the Lewis River. Authorities had ! . . 
* nded in or near Lake Merwin, a 
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fF ‘D. B. Cooper’ L 

Part of ‘D. B. Cooper’ Loot 
“WASHINGTON—A “young” Van-; Taw eplopeementauihoriiestong 
couver, Wash, family on an outing|nave believed that Cooper died in his 
along the Columbia River last Sunday ipiunge from the Boeing 727 because 
suddenly stumbled across 12 stacks offhe was wearing only a business suit 
moldering money—part of the $200,-!and street shoes when he jumped into 
oe that the notorious airline hijacker a howling wind and freezing rain in 
Pras Cooper” made off with more an unreliable parachute. It has been 
e eight years ago, the FBI said'estimated that he hit the ground at a 

eat. . ‘speed of 50 to 70 mp.h. 

With the bills now having been' “The saga began when “Cooper” 
traced definitely to the Cooper loot,'boarded the jetliner in Portland for an 
agents from the Portland and'evening flight to Seattle. Once air- 
Seattle FBI offices have begun an ex-!borne, he demanded that the airline 
tensive search of the area for more of have $200,000 in $20 bills and three 
the money-arid-possibly for some parachutes on hand when the plane 
sign of Cooper or, more likely, his re- landed in Seattle. He threatened to 


The money—"several thousand! Blow up the Plane if his demands 


dollars,” according to one official—| 


Sailes northwest of the Interstate 3| -The airline complied, providing the 
bridge that spans the Columbia and|parachutes and money. However, the 
said Tuesday that the serial 
FBI agent William HM. Baker told ajmumbers of the bilis had been record- 


_Discovery of the money by Harold ee Peat airliners 36 

is wil ick eave the at- 
Perayne Ingram, 27 , bis wife Patricia tle. He then ordered the: crew to take 
the latest twist in the bizarre saga of |*¢ Plane to Reno and told the pilot to 
the now-legendary Cooper, who pa- fly at a relatively low altitude and to 
rachuted from a Northwest Airlines |OP@2 the plane's rear stairway. . 
jetliner on Thanksgiving Eve, 1971,| Crew members last heard his voice 


Cooper,"“according to the agency. ‘The decomposed money was found 

“Shortly after the hijacking, a cult +17 to 20 miles from the jump site by 

sprang up around D. B. Cooper, a |the Ingrams’ older son, Brian. The 

hame that never has been traced to ‘bills were partly buried in sand that 

its origins. -l*” the Ingrams were scooping out to 
A private club was named in his builda fire. . 

honor, D. B. Cooper T-shirts were “Here's some more wood for the 

ynanufactured, bumper stickers were fire,Daddyae the father recalled his 

fun off and anniversary parties were sonassaying.  .** eel 

». Baker said in Portland that wheth- 

er Coaper got away with 

dhe money Was an open question. 
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ANCOUVER, Wash. —[_Willfam M. Baker, assistant agent 
Twelve packets of $20'In ‘charge of the Portiard“TBI ae 


bills, used eight years office, said discovery of the money 
ago as part of the $200,- lends credence to the FBI theory 
eed paid to airline hijacker “D.B. that Cooper died in the hijacking 
» |Cooper,” have been found on a attempt. 

{Columbia River beach near here, Cooper's extortion effort was the 
ithe FBI announced yesterday. —_ ‘first time a Jet had been hijacked 
+ Harold D. Ingram, 27, bis wife, for ransom. A number of hijack- 
{Patricia, 26, and their two sons, ings for cash have been carried out 
jwere picnicking on what is known since the Cooper escapade. 
'as‘Tena’s Bar last Sunday when Baker said the FBI could not be 
iscovered . the certain how much money was in 
e ** " the packets, but said it amounted 
- Eight-year-old Brian Ingram was to “several thousand dollars.” 
Me(ping his father gather firewood _-The money has been sent to the 
iand had scooped out sand for a FBI laboratory in Washington, 
fire. As his father was about to D.C., and Baker hopes the lab’ will 
srop ‘an armload of wood, young be able to pick fingerprints off the 
epereny eaid, ‘Walt .a minute, bills, which could lead to the 
Paddy." wf)" guspect. ner, 
: Recalling his find yesterday, ..“‘That would he a-hell of a 
Brinn said, “I seen that money, I bréakwtle said. . -°. “Weta 
|thought, wow.” By ce 
. But his parents remained calm, 

[fhe son ‘recalled. “They thought it 
iwas counterfeit.” i. ocr 
if; The “tattered and ‘worn bills 


‘gub B 


oung Ingram found were the first 
to be recovered by law enforce 
ment agencies since Nov. 24, 1971, 
when a passenger hijacked a 
Northwest Airlines Boeing 727. 
*- The man, identified on the Might 
Hist as Dan Cooper, parachuted out 
jof the airliner soméwhere over 
southwestern Washington. 
<The setial numbers on the bills 
fiseoeersd by young {eran 

atched those on the money given 
Sooper’ by the FBI in peel 
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Bureau of Investigation has found 
‘about $4,000 of the money that ther 
legendary hijacker, D.B. Cooper, 
carried with him when ke para- 
chuted from a commercial . jet 
over Southwest Washington in 
41971, a bureau spokesman said 
Tuesday. 
The spokesman, who asked not 
to be named, said a family wan- 
dering along the banks of the Co- 
jumbia River north of Portland, 


i pees earl ee, 
a J . Held together by a rubber band; 
the packet of $20 bills was so bad- 
ly deteriorated the F.B.I. could 
not make an exact count of the 
amount, the spokesman said. 
Despite the deterioration, the 
spokesman said the F.B.I. was 
able to identify the money as part 
of the $200,000 ransom given to 
Cooper in Seattle nine years ago. 
,, When the money was given to the . 


‘hijacker, the F.B.1. kept records’ 
| three stewardesses were allo 


‘lof the serial numbers. 
The packet was found 20 miles | 

“downstream from the point where * 

Cooper is believed to have bailed 


compiled from.news services 3 gut of the Northwest Wirlines 
WASHINGTON — The Federal { the spokesman said, : 


(tount Clipping in Space Bol 


1a, 


He added that with floods along 

che river it was likely that in nine: 
*years the packet had been carried 
some distance. 
* The Portland and Seattle offices 
of the FBI. were conducting a 
search in the area, but the spokes- 
man said it was unlikely that dis- 
covery df the money packet would 
aid in the search for Cooper, the 
only parachute-ransom hijacker in 
United States history who has not 
been apprehended. 7 
Cooper boarded a Northivest? 


flight in Portland on Thanksgiving, 
Eve, 1971, using the name Dan 
Cooper. Before the plane reached 
Seattle, Cooper threatened to ex- 
plode a “bomb” in his brief case if 


* he were not. piven $200,000 in $20 


t 


i 


bills and four parachutes and 
flown to Reno, Nev. 

The plane cifcled Seattle for 2 | 
hours while authorities gathered 
the parachutes And money. ‘ 
The passengers and iwo of the 


to leave the plane, The money and 
"parachutes were loaded and the 
plane took off for Reno. The pilot 
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Classification: 164-81 


a. wan 
was ordered to fly as stowly ast 
“possible. i 
‘" Somewhere dyer Southwest, 
“Washington, the hijacker, thet 
eney and one of the parachutes 
+ disappeared out of the plane’s 
rear exit, opened in flight. ‘Fhe ap- 
proximate place of departure was 
guessed at from cabin-pressure 
readings on the flight recorder. 
The flight recorder and crew 
testimony indicated Cooper had 
jumped near the little town of Ari- 
el, Cowlitz County, about 30 miles. 
+ north of Portland, a densely wood;. 
"ed area in the foothills of the Cas* 


cade Mountains... ii 7 
* Despite intensive searches of 
the area, the only item connected 
with the hijacking ever found was 
a rear door from the 727. 

Nothing ever was: seen “of Coo- 
+ per or the $200,000, - 

The F.B.L, has said since shortly 
after the hijacking it believed Coo- 
per probably was killed when he © 
landed. : sc 7 
# In 1977, just to make sure the hit 

jacker didn't escape prosecution, 


absentia. 


- F/R 
opp UF 
be ce rh 60 
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In geologist’s opinion 
‘Cooper money spent 8 


By LESLIE L, ZAITZ 
of The Oregonian etalt od 


Undicate page, name of 
newspaper, cily and state. 


At least some of the cash from “Dan Wee 
Cooper's” 1971 escapade has spent The Orey: onia n ~T. 
much of the past eight years under wa- moe at 
. ter and only recently was washed up on > 4 
the Columbia River bank where it was FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 1980" . 
found Sunday, according to a geologist . . 
assisting the FBE. 
Leonard Palmer, a Portland State 
University geologist, reached that con- ars I nv ri ve 
clusion after examining the river bank 
nine miles northwest of Vancouver, sree og 
Wash., where a family building a camp- . 
fire found three packets of badly deteri- 
orated $20 bills. . 
The FBI said the money, believed; to 
be several thousand dollars, was part of 
the $200,000 ransom paid to a man 
known only as Dan Cooper. Cooper, 
popularly known as “D.B. Cooper” be- 
cause of an erroneous news agency re- 
port at the time, received.the money 
after hijacking a Northwest Airlines jet- 
liney after it departed from -Portland 
Nov, 24,1971. - 
. Palmer's research discounted an int 
tial FBI theory that the cash had been 


deposited on the river bank during a f] 5 {vo 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers channel- Date: 2) 1S 
dredging operation in 1974, Palmer said Edition: 


there were two other distinct layers of - 
sand and sediment on top of the materi-., 
al dredged from the river. 

The money was found in a layer of 
coarse sand ranging from several inches 
to 4 feet thick, Palmer said. He said the 
top layer of sand probably was deposit- 
ae by wave action caused by 4 ‘passing 
ships. 

"palmer sald he believed the money 
+ found its way into the water not long 
1 after the hijacking, because it would 
_ have deteriorated within weeks if left 
. exposed on the surface. 

: Palmer offered a theory for what 
. happened, based on what little evidence 
-exists and on geological information. It 
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' (FBI ending hunt 
Hor Cooper cash 


‘ 
. é oe VANCOUVER, Wash. (AP} — The search along a 
ene +Columbia River beach for more money from the D.B. 
. 4Cooper hijacking eight years ago probably will be 
suspended after today, FBI officials said Thursday. 
* 2 Meanwhile, a geologist concluded that several thou- , 
sand dollars found Sunday by an 8-year-old boy on a 
Hamily picnic was deposited on the beach in the past 
* iyear or two. 
4 2° PBI agents continued to dig for more of the $200, 200 | 
Hthat Cooper took with him when he bailed aut of a plane 
é gon Thanksgiving Eve in 1971. 
¢: The search began Tuesday along the river's north 
shore, about three miles southwest of downtown Vancou- 
5 4ver. Additional scraps of money were found on Wednes- 
" dday. 
= A man whose passenger Nst was signed “Dan 


3 Cooper”* left a Nerthwest Airlines plane that was bound 


“ pbills and three parachutes. 
< FBI agents believed he left the plane, during a? 


Sstorm, about 20 miles northeast of where the crumbled 


Tand weathered bills were found. i! 
A, 4 It is the nation’s only unsolved hijacking. 


: 
dit off and bring my troops back up here and reassess the . 


woperations. 
3 “Some of the area is inaccessible and there’s no way 
; Swe can search the whole river,” Pringle said. 


. ~ He said geologist Leonard Palmer of Portiand State 


Mor Reno, Nev., from Seattle after he displayed what - 
}appeared to be a bomb and obtained a package of S20 i 


“We'll work today and tomorrow and probably knock ,, 


a situation,” said Jack Pringle, assistant agent in charge * , 
fof the Seattle office which took over the search * 


“University concluded that the dredging operation in 1974 


+ did not put the money onto the beach, because the bills 
* were found above clay deposits put on the banks by the 
dredge. 

Brian Ingram, when scooping out a place for‘a 
campfire, found the money, tied together by rubber 


K bands in three clumps, under a thin layer of sand, 
The bills were matched to the Cooper loot by serfat 


numbers. 
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+ meBYTVAVE RILEY 
VIRGINIA BEACH (AP) ~ 
Richard Floyd McCoy and 


staying in the ranch-style house 
they rented in a peaceful sub- 
division here. 


with the two, except for an oc, 
casional passing greeting or a 
friendly wave as McCoy jogged 
through the neighborhood. One 
of the men once offered to help 
fix a neighbor's car. . 
Then jate Saturday night, 
§ FBI agents swooped down on 
the rented house after three 
days of. surveillance. Shots 


and Walker arrested. - - 


‘THEY SEEMED SO NICE 
“T just can't believe it. They 
seemed so nice,” said one 
neighbor after discovering that 
McCoy was a convicted sky- 
jacker who once bailed out of a 
jetliner with $500,000 ransom. 
and that Walker wasa bank rob- 
| beron the FBI's 10-mostwanted 
list" 


Neighbors had little contact . 


were fired. McCoy was killed 


MELVIN WALKER - 
In Custody 


Federal agents say the men 
were using the house in the 
quiet middle class 
neighborhood a few miles from 
the oceanfront as anoccasional 
hideout. 

“Beth hadbeenthecbjectsota 


awakes: 
RICHARD F. MCCOY - 
Dead in Incidont 


nationwide manhuni since they 
fled from a federal prison Ina 
rain of gunfire three months 
ago. 


] xt agents were staked out 
inside the rented~hvGse“and 
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Submitting Office: 


(FD Being Investigated 


FEE ee ee See ae 


‘new miracles. 


we teld report 

area,” he said. preparing a 

The money was‘ discovered up and said 

. Sunday by young Brian~Ingram He raked ay 

* . “beneath a layer oftsand-ag’his there it was. 
rotting I Ss family pienicked dlong the” 

. . ., Columbia, five miles ao: est of ‘See CC 

e. : Vancouver, Wash. <a eos 


out of sand. 


Janssen dies 
8 — Ss By BQB BAUM 
SANTA MONICA, Calif. (UPI) — Agsociated Press Writer 
Screon actor-T¥ star Davic« es 


Janssen died af a massive heart ; PORTLAND; Ofe, (AP) Joan artof 
e yy 

Roce bred none Beach nome a ransom missing since the only © 

£ A family spokesman said the j 

— but officials say the 

dark-haired star ofthe TV series, o¢ ‘the legendary: sky pirate D.B. 
Cooper are still a - 

conjecture. | 

» The three’ bund 


was taken to Santa Monic: the Columbia 


ave Levens bea arg. tho: Gest opidence, 

& i ancovered’ singe: ‘Thankagiving eve, 

‘fist ng-tima trland ES fellow 971, when Cooper bailed out of 2 jet 
as orume tf 29, ew over southwestern Washin: 

actos, Utuart Wilfinal; ¥ * $200,000 tlud tohis wats! 
amoiig the (iret (o know of his it was the first case of a hijacking * 
death this mosing when he- for money. 
drove past the Janssen’s. beach ==» The FRI on ‘Tuesday “Identified 
home at 4:38 a.m, to find the cash through seriai numbers. fx 


paramodic and fire trucks parked Bil Baker, special agent In'charge 
ot thea bestim, of the Portland FBI office, sald the 


bIC 


DB Cooper-26311 


ev, 12-578) 


| Misfo: ortuire e Doge 


By ‘Hichaet Sweeny 


Hare id Dwayne. Ingram, 28, father of the Syearold 
boy who found part of skyjacker D.B. Cooper's ransom 
money last month, has been arrested in Vancouver, 
» Wash, on a fugitive warrent from Oklaiema. 

The werraat charges Ingram with unlawfully remov- 
ing mortgaged property from the state of Oklahoma — a 
felony charge that carries a maximum penalty’ of three 

. years in prison. 


o Clark County sheriff's deputies arrested Ingram at 


his rented home in Vancouver Monday afternoon. He 
was released Tucsday night after a local bail hondsman 
posted Ingram’s $300 bail, sheriff's deputies said. 
Kathy Kelly, a |: assistant in the Clark County 
Prosecuting Attorn: office, said Ingram is scheduled 
to appear in county district court April 17 for an 
z identification bearing to determine if he is, in fact, the 
astme Harold Jagram : sought in Oklahoma. 
4 If he is, Reily szid, Oxdahoma authorities will have 60 


Her tose 


brea Q 
HAROLD INGRAM: | 
“This is no big thing. 
At least | hope it's 
not’ 7 ea 


days bo file extradition papers to foree Ingram’s return to 
Oklahoma fur trial. 
Kelly -said court documents filed by authorities in-; 
ure County, Okla, last April cbarge that 1 
“oxed $418 ti ia used cat parckased @ month 
itt NeAlester,.Oksa. a 
The warrant for Ingraiu's arrest was filed last month, ‘” 
Atter Pittsburg County District Attorney Don Rederis 
“recognized Rewspal al that circulated 
nationwide in the w: family’s discovery of 2 
portion of D.B. Cooper's toot. ; 


Found Part of Skyj jacker’s Money , 


fl reture the moacy'and attend the FBI's press conferenc 


. was caused by a short in an extension cord. 
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the Family That “Ff 


7 


us 
Cooper patachuted intoa freeaiiig Pyainstorm over; e 

uthwest Washington with $209,600 after hijacking al 

% Seautle-bound North west Airlines plane Nov. 24, 1971. fi 4 
Ingtam's 's son, Brian, unearthed several thousand dol. 
lars of the ransom money Feb. 10, as he dug a fire pit in 
sthe sand along the banks of the Columbia River down 
stream from Vancouver. 

The next day, Ingram turned the money over to the. } 
FBI, which "annonaced the find with great fanfare at a 
press conference featuring the Ingram family. 

“Several of us read the paper “and recognized him” 
Roberts told The Associated Press. “We had a martant 
sworn out to have him brought back.” 

; . Ingram’s arrest is the jatest in a string .of reversals - 
f shat have followed bis family’s brief glow in the tizne- 


light. 
i em "Bwo weeks after the money was discovered, Ingram’s: 
4 e, Patricia, reported that her pushand was forced to 4 
;, give up DE days of pay — about $100 — in order 10) 


“We live from Paycheck to paycheck, and we coul 
* sure use that $100," she told The Post: Intelligencer at the 
time. 

Mrs. Ingram told The P-I that. recovery, of the sbyjack 
Joot also resulted in family strife that arose when a * 
relative tried {o take credit for finding the money. . 

Late Saturday sight, about 38 hours before Ingram" 
was arrested, 2 fire broke out in an upstairs bedroom of 
the Ingram home and caused $1,000 damage before 
Vancouver firefighters could put it out. 

Vancouver Fire Marshal Gordon Gage said the blaze “ 


+ Andas of yesterday, Ingram had missed three days of 
work this week at the UCart Concrete Manufacturing 
Co. in Vancouver. 

“We're trying to reach him, because we really want 

to help hit,” U-Cart owner Joc Tanner said yesterday. 
Yanner said his firm intends to advance Ingram the 
money “to get this thing in Oklahoma squared away. ~ H 
eWe think he’s getting 2 bum rap," Tanner said. i : 1 
“Pm from Texas, and I’ve got a little knowlege about * SuB i 
these Southern redneck laws that Iet a D.A. help busi. 
nessinen i tect their debis,” be eS, a 2 
ae eon told ke Ungram) has been making pay. - " LaDy: 

3 iments oa this car toan, ond he’s only a‘ coup} L6, of: a/ AALNY | 


Fayments behind,” ‘Tanner said. 
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- By CYNTHIA TANK 
to * Columbian Staff Writer 
‘ ,“Thate to think the thoughts people wil be 
thinking about me all over the United 
States,” said Harold Dwayne Ingram as he 
sat in his boss's office Thursday afternoon. 
“ ‘The 28-year-old Vancouver resident said he 
now regrets his 8-year-old son.Brian’s finding 
of D.B. Ceoper’s hijack ransom money last 
month. . 
> “T regret it for myself, but not for Brian,” 
who, he said, has enjoyed all the attention. 
Brian and his family made national 
headlines after a family outing on a 
Columbia River beach near Vancouver Feb. 
10 turned into a major media and FBI event. 
Brian was preparing ‘a campfire when he 
scooped out about $5,000 of the $200,000 
Cooper had demanded and received before 
jumping out of an airliner in 1971. * 
Since last month Ingram has: 
© Lost 1% days pay — about $100 -~ in 
¢ order to return the money and attend an FBI 
. press conference. 
i ® Watched as a fire caused about $1, 000 
i kdamage to the upper floor of his home at 
* 1500 Markle St. Saturday. 
© Been arrested Monday on an OWdahoma 


warrant alleging he left that state unlawfully 


Supe’ 


. with mortgaged property =- a car. 


Officials in Oklahoma said they recognized 
Ingram from newspaper photographs that 
appeared after the famous find. Ingcam had 
been wanted for about six months before the 
story first appeared in the paper, they said." 

The warrant was issued because Ingram 
allegedly is behind in payments for his car. 

“IT have every receipt,” Ingram said 
Thursday. “I don't have a payment due on 
that car until the 20th of next month.” 

“T feel confused, really confused,” Ingram 
said Thursday. “And I feel pretty untueky. 
T’m not angry; I’m kind of hurt. J really care 
what people think about me.” 

Ingram said he bought bis car from a new 
car salesman, paid $200 or $300 down, and 
arranged for financing. He said he notified 
the finance company when he and his family 
moved here from Oklahoma last winter, 

His arrest Monday was an unhappy 
surprise, he said. 

“Thad no idea I had a warrant on me,” he, 
said. “That's obvious, or I wouldn’t be’ 
flashing my face all over the world.” 

He might have been late with a payment or 
two, he said, but rich people do that, too, 
don’t they?’ 


But things were looking up for Ingram 


acl | 
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« to July on the car, Tanner said, 


» Was unavailable for comment this morning. 


“ remodeling the next day.- 


Ba. 


today. His boss and ‘attorney, Joe Tanner, 
said this morning he has been told by the? 
Pittsburg County, Okla,, district attorney that; 
that office now has verification of Ingram’s’ 
car payments. Ingram, in fact, is paid akea 


Tanner said a few details need to be 
worked out, but when they are the district 
attorney has told him the charges will be 
dropped. That will not occur until Monday, * 
Tanner said he was told. The district attorney” 


As for Ingram’s other bad fortune, just 
before midnight Saturday, two bedrooms,on 
the upper floor burned, and his landlord — 
who bailed him out of jail Tuesday — started 


Tanner, vice president of U-Cart Concrete 
Systems Inc. of Vancouver, where Ingram is. 
employed, said the company is behind him. 
Tanner, a lawyer, said he will represent 
Ingram witheut charge. 

‘Until the charges against him are copped, 
Ingram faces an April 17 identification? 
hearing in Clark County District Court. - £ 

“These people are great here,” Ingram 
said of his fellow employees. “They want 
back me 160 percent.” 

“He’s been treated unfairly,” Tanner said, : 
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(CU UNCLAS EF TO 
(CJ UNCLAS 
Date __3717/80 


TO: / SAC, SEATTLE 


7_. 
FROM: VAM ss SAN FRANCISCO (164-220) (Sq.10) (P) 


“SUBJECT: NORJAK - 
: 00: SEATTLE UBS, BLE on, a. 


Re San Francisco telephone call to Seattic:, dated 
3/5/80. - 


Being forwarded to the Seattle Office is one copy 
each of the following: 
. wv 


NN} 


A‘letter dated 2/20/80 from showing a 
xerox copy of a twenty dollar bill marked exhibit "A". 


- rox copy of a letter dated 3/6/80 to the FBI 
* £rom and a copy of anarticle captioned’Take the 


money and jump-how he foiled FBI} dated May 12- 18- ~Berkeley 
Barb. ‘ 


As mentioned in refe : ephone call the 
San Francisco Office contacted after the receipt 
of his first letter of 2/20/80. stated that he 


had obtained the plate of the twenty dollar bill which was 
published in the Berkeley Barb sometime in November, 1972. 


@)-seattle (gnc. 2) _ 
2 -San Francisco i 
DJB/ jab 


SEARCHED wi. 
SERIALIZE. 


(Number) . (Time) 
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% ACADEMIC PUBLISHING, INC. 
, ; Box 27 
Berkeley, California 94701 


A NON-PROFIT ACADEMIC SERVICE 


20 February 1980 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 
«450 Golden Gate Avenue 


San Francisco California . 


The following purports to be a copy of one of 
the twenty dollar bills taken by skyjacker "D.B. Cooper" 


when he jumped from a 727 on 24 November 1971, 


I wonder whether the serial numbers correspond 


to any of the stolen currency. 


TW NOTE 1S LEAS TEMOLA 
FOR AU DEBTS, PUBLIC AKD PRIVATE 


L51279635A ° 


Wasnttncron,D.C. 
NASIINGTON 12 


UREN 


@. a ee 


ACADEMIC PUBLISHING, INC. 
Box 27 
Berkeley, California 94701 


A NON-PROFIT ACADEMIC SERVICE 


6 March 1980 


FBI : 

Seatt. rations Office 

c/o SF/FBI b6 
b7c 


Here is a cppy of page 13 of the 
May 12, 1972 alledged interview with 


D.B. Cooper. e 


Confirmation of the serial number on 
the reproduced bill will form the basis 
of a short item in a magazine article 
‘I have submitted, 

Z would like to know of any further 
condirmation or disputation of the 
details in the enclosed article, 


I may be reached c/o the above address, 


bIC ” 


trstru y. 


By By 
De cooper zest Veal G[- GB 


Last November24th, a man Identifying himself as. 
“D.B, Cooper’ parachutedfrom a Northwest Orient 
‘lines .727 jettiner between Seattle and Reno Nevada 
. with 2 parcel containing 10,000 twenty dollar bills which 
~ was the ransommoney that had been delivered to him 
while he held the planes crew hostage at the Seattle- 
Tacoma internatioaal airport. . . 

The F.B.L and other state and local law enforcement 
ageats assisted by companies of G,L’s from Fort Lewis 
have futilly wasted many hours and thousands of tax- 
payers dollars looking for cooper. 

So far Cooper has successfully eluded his following 
in the same ingenious manner that he pulled off his 
skyjack caper, cooly slaying a safe distance away from'- 
danger. “" * oo . . . 

< The FLBLL headquaters “in Seattle has vowed to ser- 1: 
utinize every foot of land between the Sea-Tac airport ° 
and Reno to turn up clues in the case, 

Despite rewards of 5,000 dollars-by the Medias ‘* 
Fink oa your Friends” programe thé public has generally 
granted Cooper adoration and somewhat a hero status, 

An anonymous interviewer from the twice weekly 

paper the ‘Seattle Flag’ has produced a story from 
Selaped interview with D.B, Cooper which is validated | 
by the, presentation of one of the recorded twenty dollar * 
. Ddills included in the ransom money.” + 


viewer was unable {6 send it to the ‘Post-Intellingener* 
because they had the 5,000 dollar reward out for Coopers 
head alse television stations would have requested a Jape 
+ from which voice prints could possible be produced,” 
Therefore, running the story in the Flag was the only - 
solution. | « . Ds - ve 3 
° Cooper ‘said that the witnesses description were’ off 
by about fifteen pounds and a couple of inches, Also that 
; _ the-artist's impression were very poor. When asked why’. 
. We wis stl in Washington stale he added that he felt >. 
iH sas safer lo hide where no one would imagine him to 
ite pberather then to go to some place like Mexico or South 
America where the authoritieswould nafurally e: 
=" to go! Po Swqugttiaes 
*“ He said’ he started. york on his skyfacking plan 
i last June . The stag + | come to him while he was 


. ground, He said he had lived in Seattle and had once: 


This story was run in the ‘Flag’ because the inter- - * 


: TAKE THE MONEY AND JUMP ” seas vane “ mews | . 


it was a’ calculated risk that's why he jumped in bad 
weather and at night, also he waited a little longer than 
usual before pulling his ripcord, Adding that his tree 
fall was about5,000 of the total 7,000 feet. Which was very 
risky doing at night, 

. He came down about 2 hundred miles away from S.W.. 
Washington contrary to the F.B.L report that he touched 
down near Vancouver, Washington, 


" ~ The first thing he did oa landing was bury his chute,. 


, he was within five miles of where he had intended in an 


; = evergreen wooded terrain, He credited this accuracy 
fo his projected calculations and his japanese watch, © 


He wouldn’t say whether he had an accompilce on the. 


Deb- 
SA 
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two parachutes he had ordered, A stewardess came 
back with the money in a canvas bag to where cujer 
was holding another stewardess as hostage in the rear 
of the passenger cabin, 

Cooper checked out the loot, Srst thing and noticed 
that they reeked of duplicating flud. Then the stewardess 
made two more trips out on to the run way to bring in 


. hg, chutes, 


hen one of the fuel trucks pulled up...then he ord- 
ered the passengers off the plane, and everyoneelse into 
the cockpit...2 middle-aged, executive looking man 
started to push his way back through the line into the 
tourist cabin, Cooper tensed up expecting the guy to try 
something heroic - but he had just left his briefcase 


Tug Ott 15 teGAL TEXOER. 
$0R AU OC8TS, PUBUC AND PRIVATE 


| 


2 brows pee 


“ worked at Beolng’s on the construction of the first 
: Boeing 727 in 1963 and got to know the 727 from the - 


inside out, . . 


He figured if the F.BL was going'ta make a move it. 
would be at Sea-Tac. Everybody but the stewardess he 
was holding “hostage aod the threa man crew was -. °°. 
clear of the plane. Buzzing the cockpit he asked the © ‘. 
captain whatise hold-up was. Trouble with the vapor lock». 
was the answer. And another truck was coming, Cooper 
told the Captain: “Not more thae one fuel truck sta 
rf aha 
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‘ By MYRON STRUCK 
or States News Service 
WASHINGTON — Did D.B. Cooper 
land in, or near, the Washougal River 
rather than the Lewis River? 
Tn the personal opinion of the chief 
. 1 FBI. geologist who worked on the 
‘| ease, D.B. Cooper may have landed in 
the Washougal River, not near the 


presumed that he came lo earth — 


among the bitts and his discussions 
with fedcral gcologists in the field. 

He has conchided that the range of 
sind particles found among the bills 
ig similar to sediment alcng the 
folumbia River and a number of its 
tHbutaries. 

Fiedler’s opinion has 


been 


disavowed firmly by his raineralogy 
division section chief. 
“He could have landed in the 


o 
\FBI geologist favors, 

Washougal | 
“! for D. B 


» before about $5,806 in compressed, 


Lewis River where it had been,” 


i) a 
1 Rivel, 


wet and eroded money was found 
along the banks of the Columbia 
River in February upstream from the 
Lewis. 

The Washougal River scenario is 
the private view of geologist Chris 
Fiedler, who handled the soll analysis 
on the money, and not part of the 
agency's official report to the Seattle 
field office coordinating 


7% 


Columbia River,” Fiedler said. “Or he 
could have come down jin the 
Washougal. The latter is where myj 
training, and instincts, tell me is, 
more Wkely, based on the data F have 
avaitable.”” } 
‘The sand lests involve little in ine! 


-way of complicated equipment — 


only a simple microscope and some 
geological reference material that 
discuses the | characteristics of sand 
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investigation. 

Still, it seems to be the only clue — 
that might help the investigation the 
FBI was able to glean from a recert 
analysis of the bills in its Washington, 
D.C., research area Known as te 
Laboratory. . 

The official report says nitle was 
found on the wad of money. The basis 
for the new information is Fieider’s 
research of the sand particles found 
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Discovered ‘Cooper’ bills ‘only 


| a tapanpet ak Bae aol 
BL $ 


crumbling remains of $20 bills unearthed by a } 

Mancouver family more than two weeks ago « 
'$ represents about $5,800 of the $200,000 taken in 

the 1971 D.B, Cooper skyjacking, the Federal 

Bureau of Investigation says. 

i} Ray Mathis, senior agent, said atticials | 


i VANCOUVER, Wash. — (AP) — ‘The 


‘pound the decaying greenbacks ¢ during F FBI 
laboratory tests in Washington, D.C, 

Otis Cox of the bureau’s Washington, D.C., 
office said little else has been reveated about + 
the money. Lab technicians continue to stud: 
he loot, particularly for evidence of where it7, 

"ymight have been before it washed up on the! f 
if i 


jpanks of the Columbia River, Otis said, ig 
The lumpy wads of money were found 
_ buried In shallow sand west of Here, 
The fate of Cooper, America’s first sky] 
* jacker-for-money, has never been learned, al 
though the F.B.1maintains he is probably long} 
ead. . . 
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FEI agents comb Columbia 
River bank near Vancouver 

for additional money or clues 
to the fate of airline hijacker 
D.B. Cooper. . 


> 


AP Photo 
Newsday Map- 


Rotting Cash a Clue 


To 197] Hijacking... 


The Los Angeles Times Pe 

Washington—A young Vancouver, Wash., 
family on an outing along the Columbia Riv- 
er Sunday suddenly stumbled across 12 
stacks of moldering money—part of $200,000 
that notorious airline hijacker D.B. Cooper 
had made.off with more than eight years 
ago, the FBI said yesterday. 

With the bills traced to the Cooper loot, 30 
agents from the Portland and Seattle FBI of- 
fices have begun a search of the area for 
more of the money—and possibly some sign 
of Cooper or, more likely, his remains. 

. The family found the money—“several 
thousand dollars,” according to one official— 
about five miles northwest of the Interstate 
5 bridge that spans the Columbia and sepa- 
rates Washington from Oregon, FBI agent 
William M. Baker said in Portland. The bills 
were partly buried in sand that the family 
was scooping out to build a fire. 

The discovery, by Harold Dwayne Ingram, 
27, his wife, Patricia, 26, and their 8- and 3- 
year-old sons, marked the latest twist in the 
dizarre saga of the now-legendary -Cooper, 
who parachuted from a Northwest Airlines 
-etliner on Thanksgiving Eve, 1971, never to 
pe seen or heard from again. 

Lawenfprcement authorites long have be- 


_ jump site. 


Ot Sette sem nae fa valerian ees tee 


“Vieved that Cooper died in his plunge from 


the Boeing 727, because he was wearin 
only74 “business suit_and street shoes when 


unreliable parachu' 

The saga began when Cooper boarded the 
jetliner in Portland for a flight to Seattle. 
Once airborne, he demanded that the airline - 
-have $200,000 in $20 biHs and three para- 
ghutes on hand when the plane landed in Se- 
attle, He threatened to blow up the plane if - 
his demands were not met. The airline com- 
plied, providing the parachutes and money. 
The FBI said yesterday that the serial num- 
bers of the bills had been recorded. 

Cooper permitted the airliner’s 36 passen- 
gers to leave the plane in Seattle. He then 
ordered the crew to head for Reno and told 
the pilot to fly at a relatively low altitude 
and open the plane's rear stairway. - 

Crew members said they believed he- 
jumped, using the least reliable parachute, « 
over southwest Washington. Law enforce- 
ment officials have theorized that his body 
is in Lake Merwin, 30 miles north of Port- 
jand, or entangled in thick bushes. The de- 
composed money was found 17 to 20 miles 
from what is believed to have been-the” 
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Seattle Times 
Seattle, Wa. 


3/2/80 
Sunday, 


j PORTLAND — For more thans 
ight years, Raiph Himmelsbach i 
agent with the Federai peat 
of Investigation, followed a nar- 
row trail of clues and tips in his . 
quest of a legendary hijacker 
called D.B. Cooper, But the first 
reat break in the case didn’t come. 
until Himmelsbach’s F.B.1. career 
was drawing to a close. 

After 29 years with the bureau, 
Hirametsbach retired as ‘of Fri- 
day, a few months before he 
reaches the mandatory-retirement 
(282, of 55. 7 

Himmelsbach was the agent re- 
rgarded as the bureau’s expert on 
the puzzling case tliat started . 
iwhen the stit-unknown sky pirate - 
_Jeaped from a Northwest Airlines . 
“727 with 10,009 $20 bills and two} 
parachutes on Th hanksgiving ee 
1971 

Nothing has been heard of Coo? 
per; and nothing was seen of the 
money umil an Byearold boy 
found about $5,800 of it mixed in 


the sand along the columbia River 

near Vancouver, Wash., February 

30, " 
bo “Ipg 


been an interesting case| 
(and I have enjoyed the investiga-| 
23 


Ve ton because of the things tha’ 
* nave happened," Hiromelsbach 
said. “It altered my life because, 
of all the attention I have 
‘ received.” 

But, he added, “I think Pl wall | 
gaWay fron it and it will never 4 
sbother.me,” Lee scwadll 
\ 
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Cooper book could: 
blend fact, fantasy 


OOK FOR a book or two on D.B. Cooper fo show up in 
the next few weeks or months. 


“ A news source claims a writer has secured documents 
on the case from the FBI through the Freedom of In- 
formation Act and hopes to weave a tale out of the sky- 
jacking that has kept people wondering for 8% years. 


It wouldn’t be surprising to see more than one author 
try to cash in on the recently rekindled publicity about 
the incident. Cashing in Jike that seems to be more in 
vogue these days than it was in 1971, when Cooper aisep:. 


1 Auihors of those kinds of books often report theory and: 
supposition as well as fact. Sometimes it’s hard to tell the 
difference between what the writers know and what they 

“think or assume. 


- Some authors make no bones about mixing fact and 
fantasy. Take .44, the semifiction book about the Son of 
Sam murders in New York by Jimmy Breslin and Dick 
Schaap. Brestin and Schaap admit in the foreword to the 
book that they changed the names of the characters and 
the Sequence of events, and embellished on thestory. 


They graphically detailed what their deranged killer 
was thinking about, for example, but it was obviously 
what the authors thought the killer was thinking. Of 
course, it added greatly to the drama of the book. 


Breslin and Schaap said the embellishmo: cnt_was 
legitimate because they wanted to recreate the al- 
Hosphere of the murders, to portray in. fiction, the gut- ° 
devel realism of the crimes passe 
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Alfhough the skyjacking was hardly as heinous a atrime | 


as a New York murder spree, that mixture of fact and 
fantasy might be what you'll see in the D.B. Cooper book, 
assunting there indeed is one in the making. The Cooper 
author would have an easy time cooking up a tale of 
where the hijacker came from and what happened to 
him, and the story could be quite readable. 


If he has any trouble making up a story about who 
Cooper was or what happened to him, he could look piles 
of newspaper clippings that report on different people's 
theories on the subject. But with all the leads the FBI 
says it has tracked down, there can hardly be a lack of - 
i ideas about Cooper’s fate. 


As far as distinguishing fact from fantasy, we hope the 
hewspapers have done their duty in labeling theories as 
what they are. It would be nice if any books on the matter 
did the same, : 


We probably can’t take the word of anybody i es 
himself on what actually took place. But a 
FBI, Which must track down every lead, 
it sure is fun to guess about 
- 4 ; 


vs 
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VANCOUVER, Wash, — Human skeletal remains found in a rough | Classification: 16G-8 
.| section of Southwest Washington are those of a teemage girla and not Submitting Office: Seattle 

. the bones of D.B. Cooper, the airline hijacker, said F ederal Bureau of 
hivestigation officials yesterday. 

Special Agent John Pringle said Dr. Arch Hamilton, Clark County 

coroner, determined the skull found near the western boundary of the 
Gifford Pinchot National Forest belonged to a young girl. 

Pringle said the girl's age or identity t has not been devermined, 

The skull and ot a bones were found Sunday by Jack Bannister, of 
Yacolt, Clark County, and his son, Jack, as they were panning for gold 
about five miles from Yacolt, according to the Clark County shenit’s 
office, t 


While the sheriff's office said it didn’t think the bones belonged to 
she famed hijacker, speculation had run high that the skull was Coo- 
per’ 's because it was found in the general area where Cooper bailed out 
‘of a plane with $200,000. 
> Cooper hijacked the plane in Seattle in November, 1971, after pick- 
ing up $200,060 and bailed out somewhere over Southwestern} 
Wi ‘ashington. 

No trace of Cooper had been found until a &-year-old boy found some . 
of the $20 bills along the Columbia River two weeks ago. 
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VANCOUVER, Wash. UP) 
When the fellas gather at Tena Bar, 
: stories abound. Hardly anyone § 

wents to talk about the D.B. Coaper : 
mney that got away. 

Tena Bar isn’t a locat vratering | 
hole. It’s a local fishing hole’ —~ and? 
the sand har oa the Columbia River | | 
on which the DB. Cooper loot was } A 
found recently. ‘ 

For awhile, ail sorts of acopte’| 
gathered at the bar to search for” 
some of ihe $299,089 ransen woney 7% 
taken by Cooper in the nation’s dirst -{ 
aijacking-for-prolit nine years ago, : 
after a toy found weathered packets ; : 
of $20 bills in the sand, 

On Wednesday, however, the only : 
evidence of last week's frantic’! 
search of the beach by FBI agents { 2 
were mounds of sand turned up D: 
the searchers. 

“We haven't seen anybody,” said 
Bilt Holcomb, a Vancouver resident® 
and frequenter of Tena Bar, 

Holcomb was fishing there with 
Virgil Nichals and Ken Troupe, both 3 

i 


of Vancouver, The trio made up the" 

entire fishing population of Tena Bar 
on Wednesday, 

“We drag junk out of ihis river 

i} every day. Plastic, ald shoes, things 

Tike that." said Nichols. “Het never 
i any money.” 

“There may be money here, but 
H there’s no fish,” Holcomb said. 

+ Along trench on the beach dug for 
use by river experts studying the 
layers of sand has been refilled, as . 
has the large hole around the spot 
where 8-yearold Brian Iagram 
found the Cooper money. Cooper hi- 
jacked a Northwest Airlines planein ’ 
4971-and jumped from the back of- 
the jet with $200,000, 

‘fhe Fazio Brothers, who own (he 
beach next to their farming opera- 


Treasure hunters io tind more Cooper. leat. 


‘ion, seern ‘glad it'sover. i = 
“ths sean ag the FBY deft Frida} 
said Richard Fazio, “ “Two people 5 
came, got stnek in the sand, atd 
wanted me to pull them out. [ daly 
and then i went up to close the gate.” 
‘Meanwhile, local MBI agents { 
| 
t 


. assigned to the case are awaiting they 


DG, on cheeking all the leads that 

invariably evop up when anything to. ¢ i 

do vath the Cooper case is publiciz: 
de 


the Cooper case that gets any 
publicity, the fallout is a great 


er 
“Byery time you have anything a ‘i 
auraber of leads — look-a-like leads, i 
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egend Lives On — 


~ ~ * Anticipating neF gasp, [added: ‘ ° ~ 
| By Darrell Bob Houston Ay hada good clean family coo’ 
. 1 i 4 
| T walked into the airport book- Toe OF ots e mused. : 5 
tore, vowing that this would.be my, é “Do you mean you actually con} 
jast D. B. Cooper gimmick. “done that Cooper trash?” ! 


J waited until the clerk was busy. “Of course not, madame,” I re- 
Then — at eye level — I placed three , 4“ i ‘weite it” 
copies of my skyjack novel on a di ited. WAIT did was weitej 


: The woman scurried off. I think 
pay tack. D. Bs face, masked as al- | she went after a security guard. 1 


{ways by the world's most fanious sunt grabbed my skyjack books and ran. 
glasses, stared back from the covers. ©” * ke 

My heart was pounding. They ar- an a 

Test people for tipping books off. But When Buffalo Bill Cody fought his 
what about Tipping them on? D. B. quel with Chief Yellow Hand, his 
Cooper’s picture at a Northwest combat outfit consisted of a Mexican 
airport! That's like Jimmy Carter, suit of erushed black velvet. It was 
H bumper stickers in Tebrant. ~ | slashed with scarlet and trimmed with 
h | left the store, then made a new} silver buttons and lace. Cody had so 
: rate + . and the 
rentrance. I wanted to view the books! completely blended. the rea . 
awith fresh eyes, see.them as 2 be} theatrical that nobody — feast of all 
tween-planes passenger might. 

I stared into those Victor Mature 
goggles. | felt, again, that there was 
nothing behind them; no eyebrows, 
no cynical gleam, no madman’s wink. ; 
AS always I was struck by the beauti- j 
fut bisndness of D. B.’s face. No, you 


would not buy a used car from such a 
i man. He'd give it to you, free. 


* actual ended and the dime novel be- 


The same thing happened during 
my quest for D. B. The facts that 1 had 
in my burgeoning Cooper file were 
not enougb. I began to fantasize in the 
stories I wrote; but the more I fabri- 
cated the truer they sounded. 

All I had to do was tap a type- 

His suitcoat was equally intriguing. | writer key and the skyjacker would 

A dark meshed knit, it bad a profes: jump — any way I wanted him to. 
sortal quality to it. I suspect it had Many of the “facts” ] propagated were 
jeather elbow patches. repeated by other writers, and some- 
The knot of Cooper's tie is about vitimes by the authorities. . 
;the size of a prune. The tie is meagel fy Even the intellectual readers werd 


and black. It is somewhat faded, as i} ; 


,it had sunned for a long time in al 
spawnshop window. 

Then I noticed something that had 
escaped me. There is a faint smile on 
D. B.'s lips. A quirk of the artist's pen, 
of course. The likeness is only a fac- 
simile after all. Stil... 

A shrill female voice shattered my 
reverie, . 

“Sex and skyjackingt And a mon- 
ster like that awful D. B. Coopert You 
should be ashamed.” 

The woman had confronted the 
clerk, She had a copy of my book in 
ber hand. | noticed that in her anger 
she was flecking D. B.’s face with spit- 
tie. 


not immune to D, Bs magic. Repert} 
ing ‘in a high-brow California maga4 
zine, J told bow a lot of people up in 


was captured by the Sasquatch. 

‘The story was ilustrated with a 
full-page color drawing of Bigfoot, 
looking somewhat bereft without 
Fay Wray, scattering ransom money 
to the wind. Behind bim the visage of 
D. B..Cooper — a rocky outeropping 
formed his nose — was superimposed 
on the heights of Mount St. Helens. A 
string of sky-written clouds spelled out 


,000. 

My province was of the imagina- 
ition. Bat it was by no means an exclu- 
7 . > ‘sive domain, 

She slammed the ‘hook down. She! : Larry Feingold, 2 Seattle attorney 
passed me on the way out. I was still 
admiring my literary efforts. 
‘Pointing, the woman asked if I was 
“going te buy “one of those.” 

“The Marquis de Sade,” J said. “I'm 
looking for his complete works.” « 


<uet Re 


planned to bold a reunion of the 36° 
passengers who were aboard Flight 
305 with Cooper. Feingold was one off 
them». 


Ba de eas 


Punk or. Paradox, the, 


ere en 


{ Bill himself — could tell where the ~ 


Washington still think the hijacker * 


y dantasy problem. To assuage it, bey + 
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“He wanted to find out bow the” 
experience had affected ail those lives. 
Personally, he felt haunted by the 
ameméry. 

“It's difficult now to separate faqt * 
.from fantasy,” Feingold said. “I'm m 
jonger sure what { saw ~ and J was | 
“trained by the PBL I think 1 got at 

good, solid look at Cooper's face. Now * 
T don’t know, - 

“It was so quiet on the plane. Peo * 
pte were slecping. It was like a subma- , 
Tine. Eerie, ghost-like. The whole ¢ 
thing fs ike some kind of flying < 
dream from which none of us has yet. 
awakened.” vt 


5 rn : 
. % 
* For the past couple of years the, 
D.B. front bas been rather quiet. Peo- 
ple have occasionally asked me where 1} 
stashed all those unmarked twenties. I- ; 
have stilt registered at hotels as D.B. 
Cooper and every Thanksgiving Eve ¥ 
; have lifted a glass to my wraith-like + 
benefactor. ‘ 
Then, last Tuesday, came a phone. 
call from a friend. . ” 
“Take a deep breath, sit down in 
' your chair — and hold onto the 
edges,” be said. “Some kid down in. 
Vancouver just found part of D. B’s 
Toot.” . 
My first thought was: And some * 
diver looking for abalone will ‘find’ 
Atlantis. F 
“What did the kid took like?” i 


“Imagine Huckleberry Finti in a}, 
par of run-over Adidas,” my friend 
said. * 2 

I hardly lad to ook at Briati In- « 
gram’s picture in the papers the next © 
morning. I already knew him. In the - 
movie script 1 had written, but never + 
sold, he was D. B. Cooper as a Jad. 
«Right down to the unruly hair and the 
gap in bis front teeth. 

‘One scene still comes through. 

The boy has been left alone in a 
boxcar with a band of hobos. His f 
ther misses the train as it pulls out of 


a bleak wintertime siding somewher; 


‘The young D. B. sobs. He thinks 

will never see his dad again. Suds PREALIZ 
denly Old Man Cooper swings throug 
ythe boxcar doorway. 
' “How'd you da it, Paz” the bdy. 


S| 
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a, 


in ‘treasure hunt’ 


Story on Page One also “THE Thgramas' find had been en about 6 why2r" 7 ara 
“Tinches. beneath the surface, Schreuder * “Another fisherman, Mike Haddica 
: SESE te Nisaid. FBI agents Tuesday afternoon| ‘of Vancouver, said they knew some 


found fragments of at least two other} ining was up “because everybody was! 
VANCOUVER, Wash. — Guernsey 520 bills. By late Tuesday, several mor Geta out al case with shovets eine 
cattle and puzzled fishermen watched fragments had been found as deep as 3! Cf fishin, poles.” 


with curiosity Tuesday as 20 casually — feet below the surface. : 
attired FBI agents combed the Columbia “Well be taking some heavy equip- iiiaeh show frome hele _ratehed the 
aver Shoreline near here, looking for‘ ment, probably backhoes, in there ' buff, scattering occasionally when hell- 
more of a hijacker’s treasure. Wednesday to dig deeper,” sald Bill } copters chartered by news organiza-< 
The agers, working with garden Baker, assistant special agent in charge | sions flew overhead. 
stakes and shovels, carefully sifted of the Portland FBI office. Within an hour after the EBI ane 
through the sand on what is known Schreuder and other agents at the ] nounced where the nioney had been 
locally as Tena's Bar, a sloping beach | site said they still supported the long- | tound, private automobiles streamed : 
about nine miles northwest of Vancou- held FBI theory that Cooper died in his down Northwest Lower River Road 
ver. The beach is owned by New Co- parachuting attempt, narrow two-lane road leading to the 
lumbia, Gardens Co., which operates a “He's probably not alive today,” | term, A Clark County sheriff's deputy} 
truck and dairy farm behind the beach. Schreuder said. “If he were, I think he'd guarded the entrance, preventing the A 
What attracted the searchers was _ be with his money.” public from getting to the beach 
the find Sunday afternoon of a dozen‘ ‘The FBI initially was cautious about FBI agents were to remain on iis. 
bundles of wort $20 bills, part of the disclosing the precise location of the! ong overnight to keep out would-be, 
ransom paid more than eight years ago. discovery. Operators of the farm sald treasure hunters, 
to the legendary “Dan Cooper.” Aman they knew something was unusual ‘The FBI said how much of the beach 
using that name hijacked a Northwest when several cars streamed along 2 would be searched would be determined 
Airlines jetliner in November 1971 and} road leading through the farmyard to after the agency consulted with hy. 
parachuted out of the aircraft with 211 the beach. Grologists and others who could provide) 
pounds of cash totaling $200,000. . 1 “We didn't know what it was about axpert advice about from where th 


ist Reseres one. pee Ee until we heard it on the radio,” saidone money may have come. 


5 + farm employee. 4; Only half-joking, Schreuder said the’ 

Wi he! hi. 5. 4 
Dweyn eee ee nae Harold ‘And three fishermen who routinely “agents “could search ali the beach from 
fire for a picnic. The family, which Spend every day but Sundays fishing on o Isrirnsconss tl 
moved to Vancotver recently from ‘the beach initially were confused and, 
Oklahoma, had never heard of the man then angry. , 
who was widely known at the time of j “These guys wouldn’t tell us whet 
his crime as D.B. Cooper, was going on,” said Ken Davenport of 

Dorwyn Schreuder, the FBI agent Vancouver. “They asked us to move, 
«supervising the beach search, said'the, but wouldn't tell us who they were or. a B- 
Ingrams put the money aside after dis) rote Sus 


covering it. and continued with their. 
“picnic. They reported their discovery to. 
the FBI on Monday. 

The site, a popular fishing spot for. 
Vancouver residents, was guarded by” 
agents Monday night and the search, 

Started about noon Tuesday. 
| Agents roped off a section of beach Pak 
measuring roughly 150 yards long an¢ 


{30 yards wide. All ariftwont. was To=* - . - 
imoved, and then began the laborious 2 fh. A 
task of raking: eronehs sand at least & Su BS. i 2 ) t 1) i a [| 


« Inches deep... 


ees ae . Ps FBI/D03 
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FBI calls off search 


‘for more hijack money = 


The FBI has, at least temporarily, 
called off its search along the Columbia 
River for more of the money obtained 
eight years ago by the airplane hijacker 
who tsed the name Dan Cooper. 

Jack Pringle, assistant special agent 
in charge of the FBI’s Seattle office, 
said, the search was called off late 
Thu! tsday night after several days of 
sand-sifting produced no new evidence, 
The Seattle office has coordinated 


search efforts in the Cooper caper, the 
only unresolved hijacking on record 
since it occurred in 1971.- 


Pringle said search efforts might be- 


renewed next week, after the results of 
Jaboratory tests are received on the sev- 
eral thousand doHars in badly decayed 
$20 bill fragments found by a picnick- 
ing family Sunday about nine miles 
downstream from Vancouver, 

He said there was a chance the tests 
“could find additional debris that might 
give us an idea where (the moncy) may 
have been" before it washed onto the 
river bank. 


A geologist serving as consultant to ‘ 
+ the FBI has said he believes the money 


had spent most of the past eight years 
underwater and was deposited oa the 
sandy beach only within the past year. . 


The Northwest Airlines plane was 
hijacked between Portland and Seattle 


by a man who said he had a bomb. The.” 
“hijacker obtained $200,000 in $20 bills" - 
.Wwhen the plane landed in Seattle and 
-then parachuted with the money over 
Southwest Washington. 


‘The bills found, Sunday-represented 
the first trace of the hijacker or money 
-since the Thanksgiving Eve ® hack Oc- 
curred. ¢: a 
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or crook? 


By Bud May 
The DailyNews ” 


. _ If they ever create a hall of 
fame for lawbreakers, D.B. 
Cooper wilt certainly have an 
honored spot as the 
perpetrator of America's only 
unsolved skyjacking. 

But does that make him a 
hero, or just a criminal pic- 
tured by some as a’ Robin 


Hood character who stymied 


the establishment? 
‘The legendary man had few 
admirers among people whose 


opinions were solicited by The, 


Daily News today. 
t An exception 


Store and Tavern along with” 
his wife, Laurel. 

“I'll admit he's a crook, but 
like most of the people up 
here, I hope he got away and is 
on the loose. People here feel 
he put Ariel on the map, and 
we're kind of rooting for him.” 
Fisher said. 

Gordon Connell, a Kelso 
hardware store owner, 


disagrees, 

“} think D.B. Cooper is a 
long way from being a hero. 
He is or was a common crook 
who stole someone else’s 
money; and if he's found 
alive, he should be punished 
fully. 

“also think it's asinine that 
people form D.B. Cooper 
clubs, hold D.B. Cooper pat- 
ties, print D.B. Cooper T- 
shirts and find other ways to 
glorify him," Connell said. 

Conrad Bankson, principal 
nat the Mint VaHey School in 

4 [Longview, has similar views. 

“What he did was sensa- 
tional, but keep in mind that 
kidnapping and demanding 
ransom are serious crimes. If 
he’s ever found alive, which I 

. doubt, he should get the full 
penalty of the law.” 

. Pausing, Bankson added, 
“if he’s dead, perhaps nature 


provided the ultimate penal- . 
aos 


oye 


is Dave} 
Fisher, who operates the Ariel, 


a giscate page, name of 

‘ Oe city and state) p, BL 
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John Hayes, operator of a 

service station in Kelso, had Title: 

nothing good to say about the. 

man sought since bailing out}! _ 

of a Northwest Orient Airlines}, 

jet over the Lewis River areal, Character: 

“on Nov. 24, 1971. . or 

'D.B. Cooper broke the law, Classification: 


and he sure doesn’t deserve 
sympathy. I give him credit 
for being smart, but I still 
think he’s a damn crook, and I 
hope he’s brought to justice,” 
Hayes commented. 

A Castle Rock housewife, * 
Margaret Kotera, considers i 
Cooper a man who risked the 
lives of innocent persons for ~. 
} Personal gain. f. 

“I don’t admire him. When 
you take the law into your own - 
hands and endanger other peo- - 
Ple’s lives you are no Benes 
she said. 


Submitting Office: Seattle 


Some citizens polled con- 
eede Cooper was a 
lawbreaker, but credit him 
with being a one-of-a-kind 
crook who made a lot of people, 
scratch their heads, 

Norma ‘Sewell of Kelso, aft 
deputy clerk at the County] 

| Clerk's Office, characterized 
the skyjacker in that manner. 

“He's an out and out crook, - 
but he carried out his crime 
spectacularly, and he's baffl- 

3ed some very good police 
‘minds for nearly nine years,” 
she said. 

' Dick Wilson, plant manager * 
at Longview Ice and Cold 
Storage, sees Cooper as a 

| criminal whose crime brought + 
him ondless publicity. - 

“There's no doubt he was a 
erook, but he sure got a lot of ¢ 
advertising. Not everyone has ~ 
a name on T-shirts,” Wilson 

! said. 

Whatever his detractors 
isay, Cooper still has some 
fans, 7 

Minutes after Tuesday's an- 
ouncement that some of the}: 
‘ransom money had been}! : 
found, a Portland parking 

2 garage attendant told this 
reporter, “I sure hope this 
doesn’t mean he’s dead. I’ve 
aways hoped he got away.”” 
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gets frayed £20 bill . | | 28 Seentan 


Portla or. 

VANCOUVER, Wash. = Eight- thand, 
year-old Brian Ingram, who found bun- 
dies of $20 bills last week but had to 
turn them over to authorities, has been * 
given one by the FBI. 

The boy jumped into the national . 
Spotlight Feb. 10 when he'discovered 
several thousand dollars of the $200,000 
Tansom paid to skyjacker Dan Cooper in: . _—_— 
: 1971. The money, frayed around the 
‘ edges, was identified by FBI agents 
who have been looking for Cooper since < . 
he jumped from a Northwest Orient, . _—, : 
Airlines plane over Southwest Wash-" 
ington. > 
The $20 was given ta the boy by. 
1 Mike Heywood, Hough Elementary 
i School PTA president. Accompanying 
' 7 . rs dill wes a certificate Praising the 

oy for his find. 

Since finding the money, Brian ‘and: Date: 2/19/80 
his parents, H. Dwayne and Patricia,’ Edition: 
have been the subject of network televi-< 
sion newscasts and newspaper articles. 
Saturday night, the three were satirized 
on the “Weekend Update” segment of 
the weekly television show “Saturday. 
Night Live.” . 
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iGeologist's finding 
‘contradicts theory . 


sy 


By Bud aay 
‘The Dally News 


A thorough search of a Columbia River beach where part of D.B. 
Cooper’s ransom money was found Sunday has turned up no new, 
clues as to the fate of the legendary skyjacker. f. 


day, then probably be suspended temporarily. 


backhoe and a geologist. 

The FBI said the backhoe was used to dig a trench near the 
discovery site, making possible a study of the layers to sand. 

An associate professor of geology at Portland State University, 
Leonard Paliner, was retained to inspect the sand and to assist in- 
vestigators in determining when ine bundled money may have been’ 
deposited there. : 

Palmer, to the surprise of some authorities, concluded that the 
money was deposited on the beach in the past year or two because it 


| operation. r 
According tothe FBI, a coarse layer of sand sloped from a height 
f about six inches at the river’s edge to two feet or more some 
stance up the river bank, 


a coupte of years after the skyjacking. 

He says discovery of the money provided a major break in the 
i case, but puts authorities no closer to locating Cooper, whom Him- 

i melsbach believes is dead. 

Agents say the money was tied to Cooper when he bailed out’of |} qe 
the plane, but was no longer with him when it was deposited on theft be 
beach, 

if it had still been attached to his body at the bottom of the river” 
when the channel was dredged in 1974, the body would have clogged 
up the dredge and have been found, agents believe. 


Jack Pringle, assistant agent in charge of the Seattle FBI Office, 
told The Daily News this morning that small bits and pieces of $20 
bills were located Wednesday when agents continued digging in 


money Sunday. 
The Harold Dwayne Ingram family was on an outing north and . 
ie of Vancouver when their 8-year-old son, Brian, uncovered 


several thousand dollars in decomposed bills. 
| Ingram contacted the Portiand FBI Office, and a check of serial, « 
numbers conclusively established that the money was part of” 
$200,000 in $20 bills Cooper had when he bailed out of a Northwest. © 
Orient Airlines jet over the Lewis River area on Nov. 24, 1971. i 
Pringle said the area was still being searched today, but no neve 
evidence had been located as of this forenoon. 
“Some of the area is inaccessible, and there's no way.we can 
search the whole area,” Pringle said in Seattle this morning. 


The FBI said today that the search will continue today and Frij . 


Brought to the beach to aid in Wednesday’s search were i r 


was above clay deposits put on the beach in a 1974 channel dredging * 


Earlier, Ralph Himmelsbach, a Portland FBI agent who has had aa 
charge of following new leads in the Cooper case for a number of * 
| tyears, said he believed the money must have been deposited within : 


sand surrounding the spot where a Vancouver family discovered 
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“This catch wasn't the big o one. 
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- By PAT MOSER 


WASHOUGAL — Bob Devaney 
watched the ducks peck away at 
something floating in the Washou- 
gal River near the Riverside Bowl. 


It was ‘March’ 22, 1977, and 
Devaney of 4221 F Circle, Washou- 
gal, was fishing for steelhead. The 
muddy runoff waters had cleared, 
and the river was in shape for 

, catching the ocean-going trout. 

“I watched the ducks nibbling 
away, ” Devaney said. “I waded out 
to see. That's when I saw the 
money. At first, I aa it was 
play money.” 

But Devaney picked up: a bill and 
examined it. It was a real $20 bill, 
and there were six others to be 
grabbed from atop the water. -, 
_Devaney’s story became more 


| d Columbian Staff Writer 


Su BS Be, 6,™ 


Fishing for DB 


\Cooper’s toot! 


’ weer ps nk ne, 


‘significant last week when part of 


the D.B. Cooper hijacking mdney 
was found washed up on a Colim- 
bia River beach nine miles dotyn- 
stream from Vancouver. One theo- 
ry contends the money could have 
washed out of the Washougal River 
watershed during the nearly 8% 
years since Cooper parachuted 
from an airliner over Southwest _ 
Washington. ~ 

A check with the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation list of serial num- 
bers on the $200,000 given Cooper 
didn’t match those found by Deva- 
ney. Davaney still has his $140 
tucked away in cellophane bags. 


The D.B..Cooper money find also | 


brought significance to a gréen. 
bank bag found by Jack Smith viho 
lives up the Washougal Rivers in 
Skamania County. 

Smith was driving down the river 
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as The fh finding of some of the'“Dang 
iCooper” hijacking money Sunday came] 
'is a dramatic climax to the career of J 

ean Ralph Himmelsbach, the FBI's! 
Cooper expert. 

Himmelsbach, himself a veteran pi- 
lot, has lived, breathed and slept the 
Dan Cooper case ever since a man using 
that name hijacked a Northwest Air- . 
lines jet from Portland on Thanksgiving 
Eve, 1971. 

Himmelsbach, who has logged thou- . 
sands of hours of flying time in his own 
1952 model single- engine Beechcraft, 
}Bonanza, was aloft in an Oregon Ai 


"National Guard helicopter ready to ht to 
jtercept the hijacked plane within a few” 
minutes after the airliner took off from . 
Seattle, where Cooper obtained. 
$200,000 and four parachutes. But the 
air turbulence that night was so severe 
that the helicopter was ordered back to 
Portland Airbase. EB 

Next morning Himmelsbach started + 
the first of a series of flights which took 
him the length of the hijack route many 
times, between investigating other 
clues, all of which proved to be false. 

“I was over the target area nea 
Jake Merwin Sunday aj again,” he sai id) 


‘ruesday. “T saw they ha had logged a lott 
pf prime search area, and thought some- 
thing woutd turn up now.” 

But he never guessed the news that" 
would confront him when he reported) 
for. work Monday. 

“Plt admit to a certain sense of satis” 
faction,” Himmelsbach said Tuesday, 
flashing a broad smile. “The case isn’t= 
solved, but this is certainly a major. 
jmilestone.” 

Himmelsbach will retire March 1;) 
after 27 years with the FBI — climaxed 
‘by his work on the Cooper case, Ong, 
that will go down in FBI history, + 4 
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7" ilis 1st solid clue. - 
in hijack mystery. 


By LEVERETT RICHARDS 
~ of The Oregonten stalt 

The weathered bundles of $20 bills 
found on the Washington bank of the 
Columbia River nine miles northwest of 
Vancouver on Sunday were the first 
solid clues to the mystery of the “Dan 
Cooper” aircraft hijacking, FBI agents 
said Tuesday, 

One of the more intensive searches 
in the FBI’s history had failed to turn up 
any clue to the fate of the mysterious 
“hijacker or his loot during the eight 
years since he bailed out of a Northwest 
Orient Airlines Boeing 727: fiying at 
7,000 feet over La Center, Wash., on 

e Nov. 24, 1971, FBI spokesmen said. . 

«  Cooper’s was the first hijacking of a 
‘commercial airliner for money, and 
itarted a chain of similar attempts, 

|. which was responsible in part for the 
rigid security system now enforced at 
all United States airports and most ma- 
for airports abroad. 

Because of an erroneous report of 
the name used by the hijacker, he be- 
came known nationally as D.B. Cooper, 
although the airline manifest showed he 
had used the name “Dan.” 

The man who called himself Cooper 
paid cash for a ticket and boarded 
Northwest's Flight 305 at Portland In- 
ternational Airport just before it depart- 
ed. He sat in a rear seat in the cabin and 

. waited until the plane was airborne. 
Then he handed stewardess Florence 
Schaffner a note saying he had a bomb 
in the satchel he was carrying and de- 

. manding $200,000 in unmarked $20 
bills. 

% By the time the plane landed at 

“Seattle-Tacoma International Airport at 
5:45 p.m., airline officials were gather- 

ing the money and the four parachutes 

- he had demanded. The hijacker released 
the 36 passengers on board, along with 
all crew members except one steward- 
ess and two pilots. The plane then took 
off and headed south at 7,000 feet in 
_Stormy weather. 


Ta ate 


a Suit and street shoes. 


(Mount Clipping in Space Below 
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At 8:10 p.m. the pilots felt a fluctua. 
tion in cabin pressure which indicated 
the rear door had been opened. Later - 
tests showed this was when the hijack- + 
er had bailed out, taking with him the 
money and the device that he claimed 
was a bomb. 

Computer calculations and a later 
reconstruction of the flight persuaded” 
the FBI that Cooper had bailed out near 
Woodland, Wash., and would haye* 
landed somewhere west of Lake M 
win, : 

William Rataczak, first officer (co- 
pilot} on the hijacked plane who flew 
the later reconstructions of the hijack 
flight, said the pilots received no ai 
swer shen they called on the inter 
phone to their passenger and were not: 
certain he was gone until they Janded i i; 
Reno, Nev, at 11 p. m. 

The Searget area” was searched re} 
peatedly by the FBI, other law enforce 7 
‘ment officers and soldiers from Fort « 
Lewis, Wash., but no trace of man ér . 
money was found. Northwest Airlines - 
offered a reward, since expired, and 
hunters and woodsmen continued the 
search for years without success." + 

Before Sunday, the only item that 
had been found from the hijacking was ~ 
a placard believed to have blown off the 
bulkhead of the 727 when the door was . 
opened in flight. af 


It was found 13 miles east of Castle | 
Rock, Wash., in January 1979. The 
placard, if indeed it came from the hi- 
Jacked plane, “helped to confirm that - 
the plane was on course all the way, but 
didn’t shed any light on what happened 
to Cooper,” said FBI agent Ralph Hi 
melsbach, who headed the investiga : 
tion. af 


After eight years of investigation}: i 
Himmelsbach has said he stil believeg’ 
Cooper could not have survived the pat > 
rachute jump at 7 degrees below zero, 
dressed as he was in a light businéss 
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By LEVERETT RICHARDS 
{ol Tha Oregontznetett < ee 
“Several thousand dollars” of and 
$200,000 obtained eight years age by. 
the celebrated airline hijacker who used 
the name Den Cooper was found Sun- 
day along the Columbia River down- 
stream from Vancouver, Wash., the FBI 
reported Tuesday. 
Three bundles containing 12 packets . 
of weatherbeaten $20 bills were found 
in river sand by a picnicking Vancouver 


the city. b 
FBI agents searching the beach 
Tuesday afternoon found several more,}. 
fragments of $20 bills, some of them 
funder three feet of sand. 
‘| Herold Dwayne Ingram, his wife, 
‘Patricia, and their son, Brian, 8, were 
preparing to build # fire on the beach 
when Brian brushed the sand aside and 
turned up some of the bills, Ingram 
sald, | 
“We dug around and found three 
bundles of bills tied with rubber | 
bands,” Ingram said. ‘ 
‘The bills were wet and badly worn, 
but the serial numbers were legible. 
The FBI identified the serial numbers 
and confirmed that they were part of 
the loot given Cooper when he hijacked 
. a Northwest Orient Airlines Boeing 727 
jetliner between Portland and Seattle on 
Nov. 24, 1971, 
Willam M. Baker, assistant special 
} agent in charge of the Portland FBI of-} 
fice, said the Ingrams were relatively, 
new to the Vancouver area, moving, 
there recently from Oklahoma. They 
had never heard of Cooper, Baker said. 
“They took it (the money) home and 


c 


Baker said. “The friends pointed out 


pedal ok 


family, about nine miles northwest off, of 


f 
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Ralph Himmelsbach, the FBI agent . 
ein charge of the case since the hijack-, 
lng, said it was the first solld clue to the 

Cooper mystery since the hijacker 
bailed out near La Center, Wash, into a, 
“winter storm at 8:10 p.m. that Thanks-" 

giving Eve. The first hijacking for 
money, the Cooper case became a na- 


- tional sensation, 


Baker said it was possible the FBI ., 


laboratory in Weshington, D.C., coal u 
discern fingerprints on the money. 

“That would be a hell of a break,” , 

e sald, mE 
Baker said the money the Ingrams 
found had not been counted. At first the 
@mount recovered was estimated at 
about $4,000, but “we have revised our 
estimate to several thousand dollars,” 1 
he sald. : 

Baker said the money was bundled 
Into packages of several sizes at the 
time of the hijacking, “to make It ap- 
pear that it was randomly done, as if it 
was done in a hurry.” Because of that, 
the actual amount could not de estimat- 
ed, he sald. n 

FBI agents Tuesday were carefully 
combing the site of the Sunday discov- * 
ery for further clues. The beach, open 
to the public, is owned by the New 
Columbia Gardens Co., a truck and dai- 
ry farm. a 

Cooper was seen on the plane tying ’ 
a nylon cord around his walst, presum- 
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Baker sald the search for Cooper's” 
remains or other clues would be req, 
sumed in a new area. i 

FBI spokesmen concluded that the . 
bills could have been washed dow! 
some tributary of the Columbia. 

George Holmes, a U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers hydrologist, sald he would * 
review information about where Coop: 
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« have stayed together all these years if 


were talking to some friends about it,” » 


ably to tle the money into a parachute MONEY FOUND — X shows approxi- 
abag. The Ingrams sald they did not see mate Jocation where part of Da 
any sign of a cloth bag, but Himmels-{ Cooper aircraft hijacking money wa 
bach said it would be hard to under-{ found Sunday. Vancouver, Wash. 
stand how the buadies of bills could! family found loot while picnicking! 


Fi Bi is searching area. r 


b6 
BIC 


they were not in some kind of contain: 
eh, 


that It might be the money from the © 
Cooper thing. That’s when they called } 
_ the FBI” es 


Avy 3.E6,M] lveetsa5e 


1 
| 
1 


tr d| 


¥D-350 (Rey, 10-19-77) @ 


{Mount Clipping in Speco Below) 


ndicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 


—. Pave 2 
The Yregonian 
Portland, Or. 


caer “Dan Cooper bill 
_,. shot given-to boy 


Brian Ingram, the S-year-old Van-” 
. couver, Wash., boy who discovered 
Some of the Dan Cooper skyjacking rai- 
s"som last week, was not given one of the 
i deteriorated Dills, as was reported Tues- 
} day in some editions of The Oregonian. 
The boy actually was given 2 $20 
3 DE made to look like one of the tattered 
; Ddills, in addition to a certificate praising 
1 him for his find, Both items came from. 
+ the Hough Elementary School PTA. 
i 3}. Meanwhile in Washington, D.C., FBI 
* laboratory technicians have been unable 
+ "Yo determine how much money was in 
+ the three bundles of Cooper’s recovered 
} asa result of young Ingram's find. 
<, “The $20 bills were so badly deteri-. 
“orated that we have been unable to 
y {count it,” said FBI spokesman Otis Cox. 
s He said no fingerprints were found on 
q + the bills. 
<i> The bills were identified as part of 
’ oe $200,000 by their serial num.” 
3 ers. ‘ 
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.__ VANCOUVER, Wast. — Eight FBI 
agents digging on a Columbia River 


of D.B. Cooner’s hijack ransom yester- 
day, but they revealed new clues to 
the fate of the legendary parachutist. 
Special agent Ken Moore of Seat- 
tle, in charge of the di ig, said 2 
geologist’s report indic that the 
money which has been found drifted” 
up on this beach within the past two 
years, - . 
Furthermore, Moore said as he 
. {egrned himself by a campfire during 


a respite from the frigid digging, the 
‘ngney came downstream, and proba- 
bly reached the Columbia from the 
Washougal River, or one of several 
smailer streams which enter the big 
river above here. 

}t isn't Hikely, he said, that the 
+ money came upstream, with tidal cur- 
rents, from the Lewis River — which 
drains Lake Merwin, where Cooper 
has long been thought to have per- 


ished. 
Moore thought for a few moments, 
then said: . 


“Tourists who want to took for 


“) more Cooper money probably susuld—c» ]t was “Seattle day” at the FBI dig- 5 


; look on the Washougal Itiver.” . 
All of which indicates that Cooper, 
with $200,606 in a canvas suitcase 
strapped to bis body, jemped from a 


Loot Rev 
New Clues to the 
D.B 


beach in a snowstorm found no more: 


e 


y ol De : 


; office. 


Se 


- “Because of strong wind currents, ! 


and other variables, we could have 


According to Pringie, only onc 
money bundle from the £200,000 hi- 
jack ransom was found on this beach 
‘pine miles downstream from the 
bridge over the Columbia River at 
Vancouver, 

But since Cooper had al) of his 
money in one canvas container. ac- 
cording to Moore, if any of the money 
is Scattered — ali of it is likely to be 
scattered. . 

Cooper, whose real identity bas 
never been learned, Hteraily dropped 
out of sight the night he plunged 
from the airliner. He tad collected his 
hijeck e loot in Seattle — buudies of 
money wrapped in a package six 
inches bigh, one foot gcross, and 


about 1S inches jong ~~ later stuffed | 


into a hag tied to his waist. 

No trace was found of Cooper or 
bis money until a family picnicking 
on this north bank of the Columbia, 
on property owned hy the Fazio 
Brothers Sand Co. and dairy cow 
farm, found tattered bills three to six 
inches deep in the sand. . 


fings on the Columbia River yester- 
- day. The previous day, {0 FBI agents, 
from the Portland bureau carried out 


the digging. 7 


Yesterday, eight agents from the 


Northwest Airlines Boeing 727 a little | 
southeast of the point originally esti . 


mated by the FBL 4 

He apparently landed southeast of 
Lake Merwin which is just off 15 near 
Woodland, in the drainage of the 

. Washougal River, or nearby streams, 
in dilly, wooded country. 

“There is nothing infallible about 
our original estimate of-where he 
landed,” said John Pringle, assistant 

mo special agent in charge of the Seattle 
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} Seattle bureau were hard at work. 
j-The beach is roped off, and a Clark - 
County sheriff's car was parked at the 
s entrance to the Fazio property to 
Keep the public out, . 
Sand was piled around the original 
money discovery area, because the « 
FB! had been using a backhoe to ex- 
cavate there, Agents were working - 
yesterday with shovels and takes, 
Moore said a Portland Siate Un: 
iversity Geologist is the one who do- 
termined that the money hed floated® 
onto the beach within the last two! 
years. ee 
This, Moore said, was based on ag 
determination that there is only about 
six to eight inches of sand on this 
beach, and beneath it is a clay that 
» was placed bere by a-channet dredg- . 
ing project carried out in 1974. . 
‘The clay, he said. appears “undis- 
turbed,” but the sand contains.<oft - 
drink containers and other debris 


. t 
trom picnickers. It appears to be of 
recent origin, and vhe money was 
found only about three 10 six inches 
+ deep in it. + . 
‘ Atoore said the Army Corps of En- 
gincers had seutticd the theory that 
the money had drifted upstream with 
ad currents trom the mouth of the 
newts River, vbich enters the Colunt: - 
bia downstream from bere. . 
“[ talked to the engineers, and 
“ghey said that it is most unlikely that 
anythi rifted upstream against the 
current,” Moore sail, . 
nee i i 
Hf no more meney is found, the - 
SEBI's digging on the heach will end 
today. Moore said. 
But he expressed the belief thot 
ythe departure of the FBI will not end" 
:_the sifting through this strip of sond. 
“After wé leave, probably 2.500 
people will digging bere the next 
day,” he said. 
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| in search 
. & By Bud May 
‘The Daily News - d 
PORTLAND -— An 8-year-old boy 


accomplished with a sweep of his 
hand Sunday something the FBI has 
bcen trying 10 do for more than eight 
years. 

Brian Ingram, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Harold Dwayne Ingram of Van- 
couver, provided the first major 
breakthrough in the D.B. Cooper 
skyjacking case when he accidental- 
ly uncovered part of the $200,090 ran- 
som Cooper had when he bailed out 
of a Northwest Airlines jet in the 
Lewis River area on Thanksgiving 
Bye, Nov. 24, 1971. 

The FBI said Tuesday the 
discovery of more than $3,000 in bad- 
ly deteriorated $20 bills was made 
Sunday while the Ingram family was 
on an outing on 2 Columbia River 
beach 2bout five miles northwest of 
Vancouver on the Washington side. 

Meantime, the FBI is conducting 
an intensive grid search of the beach 
area where the money was found. 
Agents reported finding Bits and 
pieces of moncy Tuesday afternoon, 
some of it as deep as three feet in 
jSand. 

i However, the pieces were so smalt 
Tit was not possible to determine the 
i amount of money. 

A U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
hydrologist, George Holmes, said he 
would review information about 
where the hijacker jumped in rela- 
tion to where the money was found. 
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of more clues <' 


a He said the Washougal ‘River was’' 

ithe only Columbia tributary that 

dmight have carried the cash, and: 
even that is a’ remote possibility. 
Not everyone shares that opinion, 

* Some experts feel that because of * 
the Columbia’s currents, the money + 
could have come from the Lewis 
River and washed upstream. t 

The FBI has also contacted the Ar- j. 
my Engineers, which continuously 
Gredges sand in that area, on the 
chance that dredging brought the 
money up from the bottom of the 
river. A spoxesman for the Army 
Engineers said today that it is a 
definite possibility, While they con- 
stantly dredge in that area, the last 
time they deposited the dredged 
sand on that beach was in October 
1974, 


Agents said the money, in bundles, 
without question is part of that given 
the man known as Cooper. 

“The packaging and numbered se- 
quence indicate the bills have not 
been separated and are in much the 
same order as when given to the hi- 
jJacker,” explained Bill Baker, ussis- 
tant agent in charge at the Portland 
office. 

Baker could not say whether the 
Ingram family will get a reward, 
, Since the FBI can not offer one, but 
he indicated there is a good possibili- 
ty that the airline or another source; 

would provide one. 

The elder Ingram and his wife, 
Patricia, told dozens of news media 
people at a press conference in the 
Portland FRI Office Tuesday how x 


“ beach,” said Ingram, “and had my 


them money was found. 
“Iwas about to build’a fire on the! 


arms full, but before I could set iti, 
down, my son said, ‘Wait a minute’ 
daddy.’ He scooped off some sand, 
and this money rolled to the top.”” 

A UPI reporter who talked with 
the family Tuesday said Brian and 
his S-year-old cousin, Denise In- 
gram, shouted, “Look! It's money 
that we found!'" 

The Ingrams said they didn’t con-. 
nect the money to the Cooper case at _ 
the time, but realized it must be im- | 
portant to someone, so they notified - 
the Portland FBI Office of the find. 

Asked by a reporter why he con- 
tacted the FBI instead of local - 
authorities, Ingram responded, 
“Because | figured if 1 turned it over 
to police, I would never see it 
again.” 

He didn’t elaborate on that 
remark, but continued to answer 
questions from newspaper, televi- 
sion and radio reporters. 

Asked if he considered keeping the 
money, Ingram laughingly replied, 
“No, it looked in such bad shape I 
didn’t think I could spend it." 

Ingram said the money, which 
was displayed for reporters on a 
table at the press conference, was 
about 20 yards from the edge of the 
river, but was very wet. 

Because of the~poor-condition *of—-p-— rns 
the bills, the} exact. amgut 
recovered monpy is unk 
ding ‘ia 


FBI said. 
pu : area 

While FBI agontsuseem cestaticexeye~- 
About the discovery:-they-are quickb———-——! 


“to point out that approximately} 
$197,000 is still missing, and what By Be 


happened to Cooper pimeelt s just: 


bic 
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By Bud May. zi 
The Daily News 


The body of ,skyjacker D.B. 
Cooper lies on the bottom of Lake 
Merwin, most likely hung up on a 
snag. 

Retired FBI Agent Tom Manning 
of Longview has held that theory for 
several years, and still does. 

The fact {hat some of the ransom 
money Cooper got from Northwest 
Airlines was found Sunday on a Col- 
umbia River beach north and west of 
Vancouver has not changed his con- 
vietion in the least. 

Manning, now manager of .the 
-{ Longview Chamber of Commerce, 

had charge of the massive searches 
conducted in the Lewis River area 
after the infamous skyjacking of a 
Northwest -Airlines 
Thanksgiving Eve in 1971. ° 

Because he worked so long on a 
case that has never been solved, the 
former resident agent has taken a 
jot of ribbing from friends and ac- 
quaintances. 

{ — “Some still call me D.B. Cooper,” 
ghe said with’ a chuckle Tuesday 
‘night. : 
Manning never believed the sky- 

jacker- survived the jump with 


“$200,000 jn ransom money, and was” 


among the first to say so. 


“T said several years ago that I” 


think he may be hang up ona snag at 
the bottom of Lake Merwin, and I 
still think so,” Manning said after 
learning Tuesday that some of the 
ransom money had been found. 
Manning said the fact that the 
money was found upstream, rather 
than downstream from the mouth of 
the Lewis River, doesn't disprove 
his theory. 
s He said it could have been moved 
upstream by lides and currents. 


George Holmes, a hydrologist for 
the U.S. Army Carps of Engineers, 
says that would not have been im- 
nossible, bul he considers it unlikely 

that currents would have moved the 

Seash that far upstream. 

> “However,” Holmes, emphasized, 
yim not taking issue in any way 
awith the theory of where the hijacker 
may have come down after leaving 
the plane, or where the rest of the 
money might be.” 

Manning reealls vi 


idiv the inten- 


Cooper in lake, | 
lex-agent Says . Classification: 164-81. 


jet on- 


‘Tide: Wo RSAK : 


Character: 


Submitting Offices GeattLle 
sive search conducted east of 
Woodland in the Lewis River area. 
He says Charles Farrell of Seattle 
was the FBI agent in charge of the . 
case, while Manning coordinated the‘ . 
searches. Other agents from the 
Seattle and Portland FRI offices 
were also involved. In addition, 
about 200 soldiers from Fort Lewis 
were used in an inch by inch grid ~ . 
search conducted in March of 1972 
after the winter snows melted. , 
Despite the fact that no trace of 
Cooper was found, Manning and 
other agents remained convinced he 
had jumped somewhere in the Lewis 
River-Lake Merwin area, .where_ 
crewmen of the Boeing 727 noted aii te F ee: : 
fluctuation in the cabin rate off 
pressure indicator about 8:19 p.m. t 
Minutes earlier lights came on int 
the cockpit indicating the rear. 
airstair of the aircraft had been. 
lowered, 


“Using the. same aircraft, we 
made some tests three days after the 
hijacking, and the results gave # “ 
credence to tha theory that he ‘ 
jumped in the area the crew told us 
about,’’ Manning said. 

Manning was aboard the plane, + | 
flown by the chief pilot of the airline, 2 
when it was taken over the Pacific ‘ 
Ocean off the Hoquiam bombing 
range for the tests. Also present was. 
the same flight engineer who was on. 
duty the night of the incident. 

“We took along some wooden sleds 
with sandbags to approximate the « 
weight of Cooper, the parachutes « 
given him and the ransom money, 
and dropped them from the plane , 
when the flying conditions were the ? 
same as they were at the time he 
bailed out,” Manning recalled. { 

The airstair was lowered, and the ; 
sleds dropped. { 

“The engineer said the plane. 
reacted the same as it had before : 
when the weight was released,” 
Manning said Tuesday, ‘ 

According to Manning, the FBI;, 
and the airline were convinced then{f 
thal the man calling himself D.B.{t 
Cooper bailed out of the jet in thefF 
Lewis River area, and nothing has’ 
happened lo shake that belief. 

Where he landed has never been 
determined, but Manning still thinks | 
Taka Moruin & Mane. 
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The handful of residents who live along the beach 
where part of D.B. Cooper’s Icot was found Sunday 
are kicking themselves for not building more sand 
castles. 

They also wonder whether they should have paid 
more attention to the sand dredging operations along 
the beach. 

Tina Bar is a stretch of sandy beach on the 
Washington side of the Columbia River northwest of 
Vancouver. The lonely country road that winds along 
ihe beach, Lower River Road, dead-ends about three 

“ miles from where a Vancouver family found about 
$3,000 beneath the sand Sunday while on a picnic. 
Rabbits bounce on the side of the road at night, startl- 

> ed by occasional passing cars. 

Less than 10 houses are along the 12-mile stretch of 
beach read. Most of the land belongs to large dairy 
farms. The Fazio Bros. Sand Co. also fronts the river. 

” A road leading through the Fazio gate is a popular 
path fo the beach. It is the same path used by the 
family the day they found the money. On the east side 
of Fazio Bros. is Leeward Isle Marina, with a public 

4 fishing boat launch and one or two house boats. 

“. During fishing season, the beach is packed from 

gend to end, say local residents Clarence and Barbara 

{ Bilis. They have lived in their mobile home just down 

{ the road from Fazio Bros. for the past 30 years, 

Every day Clarence takes his outboard skiff along 
Tina Bar patrolling the river and the beach for 
renegade logs that could damage other boats. 


. Ellis says that the Army Corps of Engineers con- 
thuously dredges sand directly off the shore from 
where the money was found. 


“I betcha that dredging brought that money up and ° 


i ; at Ba ee Gis 
i a BVaS 
Beach resicents, 9 pp es 
Hiatt u a 
: wee deene Se eatin et 6 Semen 2 
Tea, j Character: 
m Dg ns or 
C roo a : Classification: L64-81 
eae we a Lae | Submitting Offeet Seattle 
By Donna duBeth most ofit’s been destroyed by the dredging,” he said. 
The Dally News . “Even the FBI is going to be able to figure that one |. 


out.” 

Today a spokesman for the Army Engineers said 
{hey were working closely with the FBI, checking out 
that lead. The sand sucked up from the bottom of the 
river and spewed onto the beach could have contain- 
ed some or all of the long-sought money. While the 
dredging is continuous, the last time sand was 
deposited in that spot was in October 1974, e 

Another resident of the area said that the money 
was found too far from the water to have washed up. 
“It had to be the dredging. Maybe Pil go get me a 
shovel,” said Mrs, J.W. Freeman. - 

The FBI dug all day Tuesday, finding bits and 
pieces of $20 bills. An agent guarding the site Tuesday 
evening said the amount they found during.the day _ 
was less than the 93.000 orginally dug up. 

Tuesday night the Bltis family sat in their home - 
decorated with fishing gear and large plants, amazed 
that some the D.B. Cooper money was showing up on ” 
the same beach their children grew up on. 

“To think I worked like a slave all my life and here 
this money was right in my front yard," said Ellis. 
“When { think of the times my kids took the four- 
wheel drive right over that spot. 1 mean that’s our, 
beach. It belongs to the people we lease from and 
that’s the beach we use.” 4p Z 

His wife, Barbara, said she {elt “kinda sick” not 
finding it. But she added that she would have turned it 
in. “Somebody could have lost it,"" she said. 

The beach property actually belongs io the Hang 
Egger family of Vancouver. A baby sitter at the home 
said the Eggers were on vacation in California. They 
learned the money had been found on their property; 
when they listened to a television newscast Tuesday 
night. ’ 

“They were shocked,” said the baby sitter. 
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How it all rite: AORJSAK 


started - | 


On Nov. 24, 1971, a calm, or 
middle-age (man calling Classification; 164-81 

imself Dan Cooper bought a . tees ice: 8 . 
ticket for a Northwest Airlines . . | Submitting Oftce: Seattle 
flight to Seattle. 

Shortly after takeoff, he 
handed a note to stewardess 
Florence Schaffner. 

Thinking the man was try: 
ing to “hustle” her, she stuff- 
. ed the note in her purse, but he 
motioned for her to read it. 

The note said he had a 
bomb, and wanted to go to 
Mexico. 

While the jet circled Seattle 
before landing, the skyjacker 
also ordered that $200,000 cash 
and four parachutes be 
brought to the plane. 

The airline agreed, 36 
passengers and part of the 
crew were allowed to leave, 
and the plane took off with the 
manandhisransom. | 

As it flew south, the rear 
airstair was lowered, and 
minutes later the plane 

‘reacted in a manner that con- 
vinced the crew that the sky- 
jacker had bailed out 
somewhere in the Lewis 
River-Lake Merwin area east 
of Woodland. 

Thus began the legend of 
D.B. Cooper (the name Dan 
Cooper somehow got lost in . 
news media accounts of the in- - 
cident.) 

Cooper has never been 
found, but interest in the case 
is still strong, and flared Tues- ¢ ~ 
day when the FBI announced . 

a Vancouver family had found ” 
several thousand dollars of | 


Character: 


Cowlitz} 
River 


Lake Merwin * 


Woodland § 


4 


D.B. Cooper 
Flight Path 


ransom money on a Columbia j 
}|River beach northwest of Van- 
jcouver. a 

Several stories abouf the Vancouver 
case appear in today's issue of 
The Daily News. 


\ Portland 
\ Airport 


Cae, 


ee fi) bel.gl fae 


hé ‘X' marks the area where D.B ‘ooper loot was found Sunday 


Sues eden | op coopera. 


Portland 
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PBL Halts Search For 
Cooper Clues & Loot 


FBI agents yesterday called off 
their search on a sandy beach of 
the Columbia River west of Van- 
couver for more evidence of D.B. 
Cooper and the $200,000-he carried 
when he parachuted from a skyjacked 
* airliner in November 1971. 


“When the agents get back here 
we'll discuss what direc- 

tion to take next,” said Jack Pringle, 
_ an FBI agent in Seattle. 


One partly decomposed bundle of 
marked $29 bilis from the Cooper foot 
was found Sunday by a family pic- 
nicking beside the river nine miles 
below Vancouver. 

It probably will be at Heast a week* 
before the FBI laboratory in Washing- 
ton, D.C., will report on how.much 
Amoney was found, said Bill Williams, 

of the FBI office in Portland, Ore., 
whose agents dug and sifted the sand 
, earlier this week. 

Ceoper is believed to have para- 
+ chuted over Lake Merwin in Cowlitz 


County. No trace of him or the money 


‘SUBS. BEM H 


(Hount Clipping in Space Below) 


is Known (o have been found until the 
discovery Sunday. 

Williams said yesterday that Leon- 
ard Palmer, a geologist at Portland 
State University, concluded that the 
money drifted onto the river bank 
sometime after August 1974, The 
money lay in sand on top of spoil 
from a dredging operation that was 


“conducted tbat month, Palmer told 


the FBL 

Pringle said that sooner or later 
the recovered money will be returned 
to its owner. 

“We don't know who tbat is and 
it’s not up to us to determine,” he 
said. “It might be that a court will 
have to decide.” 

The $200,000 was delivered to- 
Cooper aboard a Northwest Airline 
plane in Seattle after he skyjacked it. 

Brent Baskfield, a Northwest pub-;, 
lic relations officer in St. Paul, Mion., |. 
said Northwest paid the money et 

ag 
y 


«has been reimbursed for most of it by js 


New York 


yet 


‘The Globe Insurance Co. in 
cit A . 
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by Richard Zahler, . . | 
and Steve Johnston . - 
Times staff reporters . a 


Cooper treasure hunt 


. Speculation that Cooper could have dropped’ i 
{ Lake Merwin, in x ind 


; a reservoir on the Lewis River, was re- 


placed this week by speculation he could have landed in [: 
the Washougal River watershed. The Lewis River enters |, 


Federal Bureau of Investigation treasure hunters re-" « downstream from the se: 4 
turned to a cold and sandy Columbia River beach down- stream from Vancouver arch area, the Washougal up- 
stream from Vancouver, Wash., today seeking more clues But Moore said there were no plans to search upriver 
| to the eight-year-old D.B. Cooper skyjacking mystery. |, “unless evidence Jeads us to a more specific area.” 

The F.B.1. mixed a little science and technology with Smali pieces of currency were found yesterday in 
a Jot of old-fashioned elbow grease yesterday in continued |; scattered places as they combed through Sand several , 
digging at the beach. Agents continued to find scraps Of jj hundred feet downstream from Sunday's discovery sitelf' 
$20 bills in the area where a picnicking Vancouver family ii. - rete - pare | pay 
found three bundles of money Sunday, +1. + +. SOther fragmeits showed up as. agents shoveled san 

‘Through serial numbers, those decomposed bundles “ through wire screens around the main site, The a sandl . 

of bills have been identified as “several thousand dollars” piece discovered yesterday was about the size of a stick 
of the $200,000 given to the man who hijacked a Northwest of chewing gum. it was several layers thick 
Orient Airlines 727.in November, 1971, then parachuted Moore said the new fragments may once have been 
from the jet with.his loot. The F.B.IL. believes he jumped part of the destroyed bundles discovered Sunday. * . 
somewhere in the vicinity of LaCenter, about 25 miles Although there were several rewards offered for the * 
northeast of the beach where the money was found. | __— discovery of the money or the arrest of D.B, Cooper, fed- 
Yesterday’s search, aided by a backhoe and advice | eral agents said it looked as if the Harold Ingram family . 
from a‘ Portland State University geologist, provided no” is out of fuck. ingram’s son, Brian, 8, uncovered the 
clues how.the maoney got to the- beach or where it has . money, : ee? yt 
been since the hijacking.” 2 + ; .'t ~~ As far as 1 know, all reward offers have been can. 
FBI, agents said the money still was packaged in ceted,” a Portland F.B.I. agent, Bill Williams, said. 
_ the same order as it was given to the hijacker. The geolo- Roy Erickson, a spokesman for Northwest Orient in 
gist said the money probably, had been there for less than st. Louis, said the airline had settled with its insurance 


two years, _ . ; | 
Kenneth Moore, a Seattle F.B.I, agent assigned to, Coma ee of New York, several years ago and re-r, 


the case, said, “One reason for cot ducting an exhaustive “Our loss was covered bi ; o 
» Saic » an exna a our insurance and + 
search of this area would be to find other indications of ré out of the situation now,” Ye said. so we 


what happened — pieces of clothing, pieces of bag, pieces ‘Ralph Himmelsbach, @ Portland F.B.I. agent who 


witch in this case would 


has worked on the D.B. Cooper case since 1971, said the 


| of parachute or human remains, 


be only bones.” 


. The beach area is 74 miles northwest of Vancouver, 


‘on a stretch of shoreline used heavily by fishermen and 


lined with industrial plants and 


farms, 
Moore and other agents said it would be just specula~ 


tion to,suggest that Cooper might have come down near 
the Colimbia River beach, or that the search site might 


give any 


clue besides additional pieces of money. The 


round shape of the wads of money suggested that the cash 
+ could have tumbled along the river bed, agents said. 


The farmers who own the shoreland, Al and Richard: 


Fazio, said the place where the money was found is peri 


odically underwater during high river 
week, so, 

Moore said the currency might have been pumped on” 
the beach during the dredging, but that was doubted byy, 
[Dr Leonard Palmer, Portland State geologist. 
t 
fooser sand, not in dredging spoils. The river last was 


runoff, like last 


Palmer said the scraps of money had been found in! 


‘dredged there in 1974. . 


Moore said the méager ‘evidence suggests the hi- 


£ 


a 
i ae 


finding of the money gave him “a certain sense of satis-. 
faction,” the Associated Press reported. .. . ° 
“The cage isn’t solved,” Himmelsbach said, “but this 
is certainly a major milestone. * . ~ 
_ “So we know at least that he (Cooper) never spent |. - 
this money, and we know that none of the money he was 
given has ever turned up in circulation.” 
, .. Himmelsbach said Cocper’s skeleton probably never 
will be found if it is in the forested mountain area where; 
he is supposed to have landed. . 


“Unlike the money, Cooper is biodegradable,” Him- ; B Fe 
2 . 


jmelsbach said. 2. os 1 


rs aa ator Sots 


FEB (is ego 


FBI. Se47ive 
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By KERRY WEBSTER. 
pat Staff Writer 


It's more likely than ever that 
the legendary D; B. Cooper is just a 
grinning skeleton in a nylon shroud, 
say FBI agents raking the sand for 
the last of his mouldering stash. | 

“The discovery of the money 
adds credence to the theory that he 
probably did not survive the jump,” 
said Bill Williams, a special agent 
in Portland. 


bia River today, more-than.30 FBI 


along 150 feet of shoreline. 

The site is where eight-year-old 
Brian Ingram of Vancouver, digg- 
ing idly in-the sand with a stick on 
Sunday, turned up a sodden wad of 

, $20 bills. 

Serial numbers on the money —~ 
12 stacks of.twenties, still in their 
bank wrappings — matched some 
of those given to “Dan Cooper” 
_ when he hijacked Northwest Air- 

J lines Plight 305 .on Thanksgiving 

. Eve, 1971. 

* Flourishing what looked like a 
stick of dynamite, “Cooper” or- 
dered the plane to fly from Seattle- 
Tacoma International Airport to 
Reno, Nev., after first demaninding 
$200, 000 and four parachutes. 

The Boeing 727’s flight recorder 
indicated that he jumped from the 
plane’s lowered rear stairwell 
somewhere near Ariel, a tiny logg- 
}ing town in Southwest ‘Washington. 


ing loot had shown up in the past 
‘nine years. The mysterious air pi- 
rate in that time has become a cult 
figure, with sweatshirts, bumper- 
stickers and endless pulp-magazine 
stories dedicated to the exploit. 


Sus Soden) | _ 


On the north bank of the Coluin- 
agents worked behind a cordon of - 


armed sheriff's deputies, spading - 
-over every square foot of sand 


{No trace of Cooper or the hijack- ° 
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FBI: Cooper dikety 


dead man, 


FBI agents, who have been 
butt of D. B. Cooper jokes for nine 


years, did not conceal a certain - 


grim satisfaction when they an- 
nounced the finding of the money in , 
Seattle and Portland press confer- 
ences yesterday. . 

The fact that the money appears 
to have washed up on the river- 
bank, rather than having been pur- 
posely buried there, increases the 
chances that Cooper is dead. 

“There is no way we can tell if he 
is dead or alive,” said John Pringle, 
assistant agent. in charge of the 
Seattle office. “We only know that 
if he is alive, he doesn’t have this - 
money.” 

The site of the find is ‘about nine 
miles downriver from’ the Inter- 
state 5 bridge over the Columbia 
between Portland and Vancouver. 
Young Ingram made the discovery 
while picnicking with his parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. Harold Dwayne 
Ingram. 

The elder Ingram told reporters 
yesterday he was preparing to 
build a fire when his son “ran up 
and said, ‘Wait a minute, Daddy.’ 
He raked a place out in the sand, 
+ and there it was.” 

Ingram told The Associated 
Press he didn’t .even consider 
spending the money, because it 
looked so badly deteriorated. 

The decomposed money was 
being sent today to the FBI crime 
jab in Washington, D.C., for exami- 
nation. Pringle said there is a pos- 
sibility that mud and soil deposited . 
in the bundles may give a clue as ta 
where they were washed from. 

“We're going to be dcing some 
study of. tide tables and flood 
records, also,” added Portland 
agent Williams today. “That'll tell 
us whether examining any of the 

ees 


45 — 


.very confused. 


-waist, and he said he believed “it 


+ ‘of $20 bills, about the size of nick- 


-to speed things up,” Williams said. 
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Columbia’s tributaries would be, —— 
useful.” 


The Washougal River flows into : 
the Columbia below the money site," 
and its origins are deep in the 
woods over which Cooper is be- 
lieved to have jumped. 


However, Williams noted, the 
Columbia is frequently dredged 
and often floods where the money 
was found, so the situation could be 


Pringle said Cooper jumped 
with the money tied around his 


was in a bag which would have de- 
teriorated over this length of 
time.” 


He said a major objective of the 
search going on now is to find some 
other object that is connected to 
Cooper. 

“We could find bones, or a piece | 


of parachute,” he said. “Nylon does |. 

not deteriorate rapidly.” . 
Agents using spades and rakes 

have discovered a few more pieces 


els and dimes, according to the 
FBI. The new discoveries were 
made within a three-foot radius of 
the original finding. . 
“Weare planning to bring in. 
some heavy equipment tomorrow 


“The problem when you dig up a 
spadeful of sand is, what do you do 
with the sand?” 

In Ariel, meanwhile, tavern - 
owner’ Dave Fisher said the little 
town will go on with plans for its 
annual “D, B. Cooper party” at his js 
Ariel Store Solavern elon 

“You know, if' the 
body,” he said,~“wé" 
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by Richard Zanier . ~ 
fand Steve Johnston... 2. 
"ytimes staff reporters 
if VANCOUVER, Wash. — The 
_ bFederal Bureau of Investigation 
brought a backhoe and experis.in 
soil, archeology and river currents 
|. to. a sandy Columbia River beach 
west of here today to seek more 
clues into the 8-year-old D.B. Coo- 
| per hijacking mystery. . 
An 8-year-old boy Sunday uncov- 
ered on the beach a small part of 
~ the $200,000 the legendary hijacker 
had strapped to his body when ke 
parachuted from a Northwest Ori- 
” ‘ent Airlines 727 over Southwestern 
Washington November 24, 1971. 
F.B.E, agents yesterday found 
- more fragmenis of $20 bills white 
“digging at the beach, Paul Hud- 
{ son, the F.B.1.’s on-site coordina- | 
vor, said the fragments — the size 
of nickels and quarters — were 
found as much as 5 feet away 
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Bt wen pate ap we meee 
farm gate, tuming away fisher-- 
4i;men and the curious. . a 
One longtime fisherman, Sidney, | 

>, Tipper, 80, of Vancouver, was ad 
cmitted to fish. Tipper said, “I've 
“been going up and down this river 
4 for 10 years. The money wasn’t 
very deep, If it had been here (a 
: Tong time) I think we’d have seen 


it. 

The F.B.1. said yesterday it pre-’ 
sumes the money had been 
: washed downstredm, possibly 
from a tributary to the Cqlumbia. 
An Army Engineers hydrologist , 
_4 said that the Washougal River was 
the only tributary that might have 
} carried the money. The Washou- ° 
1 gal is the first Washington tribu- 
tary upstream [ram Vancouver. 

William M. Baker, assistant spe- 
cial agent for the Portland F.B.1. 
office, said he expected searches; 
would be carried out atong the Co} 


Brian Ingram 
Got scoop on skyjacker 


from where the money was found ; Discovery of thé money “prob:| 
Sunday. Some fragments were 3 Jably raises as mafy questions as it , 
feet under the surface. . 
i Hudson said the bureau is trying { my own mind I can rule out the 


does answers,” Hudson said. ‘In 


to determine possible ways the © 
joney reached the beach. The 
ueiver recently covered the beach, 
he said. . 
Hudson also noted that the Co- 
jumbia River channel is dredged 
periodically and sand from the riv- 


possibility that (the money) was 
buried here.” 

Hudson said whether searchers 
might find Cooper's remains in the 
area is “one of the questions we 
hope to answer today.”” . 

The beach is about nine miles 


er bottom is pumped on the shore. jwest of Vancouver, adjacent to a 
“It’s possible that it washed up | dairy farm and a popular spot for, 


here a 


period of time | 
ago 4 


het 9 years ago but 


said. 


stesihead fishing. Today a Clark” 
hee County deputy sheriff was at the 
. Hot necessarily recently,” Hudson. Ba . “ 

RT ae nt I Bah 


_AuseBecml  L_ 


i a 
& 


1 0 
; lumbia to the mouth of the Wall. 
shougal and possibly up the Wall 
shougal. ry 
The money recovered Sunday, + 
in three bundles of decomposing 
$20 bills, was discovered by Brian 
Ingram, 8, of Vancouver. The boy | 
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by Richard Zahler- 
| Times Staff reporter 


ARIEL, Cowlitz County — Not 


logging comnwnity 11 miles east 
of Woodland, 


ton more than eight years ago, 
probably nothing happened in 
Ariel. : 

But D.B. Cooper put the town 
on the map, and yesterday and 
jast night the telephones at the 
Ariel Store & Tavern were “ring- 
ing off the hook” said Dave Fish- 
er, the owner. . 


Ariel happens to be near Lake 


suggested that Cooper might have 
gone into the reservoir behind the 
Atiel dam. te 

Since 1976 the Ariel Tavern has 
hosted an annual D.B. Cooper par- 
ty on November 2, the anniversa- 
ry of the hijacking in 1971, Every 
year 200 to 300 people have shown 
up to eat buffalo stew and see 
whether Cooper would answer the 
standing invitation to join the 
party. - . . 

He never has, of course. 

3, Fisher bought the tavem and 
\me tradition 15 months ago, and 
quntil 3:30 yesterday afternéon, “I 
;fwasn’t expecting a thing tonight, 
IU's pretty dead in winter.” 

But then the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation announced in Seattle 
and Portland that part of $200,000 
given to the hijacker had béen 
found along the banks of the Co- 
lumbia River near Vancouver, 


Subs ’ Beam 


—— 


ones 


Until a hijacker vanished mys- | 
terlously over Southwest Washing: . 


Merwin, and a number of theorists | 


. ‘they find some bones,” ‘Fisher Y 
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_The moldéring money,” about?’ 


if| «$4,000, was found by a family pic- 


Tnicking along the river north of, 


“Portland. A young.boy digging in 
much happens in Ariel, a smail* [the sandy riverbanks with a stick 


“uncovered the loot. 

After that, Fisher said, “It was 
just like the D.B. Cooper party.” 

Fisher said he had been on the . 
run answering telephone calls 
from television-network reporters 
in New York and newspapers and 
radio stations ati over the West, 
Coast. soe 

Only about’ 20 or 30 patrons ° 
were in the Ariel Tavern fost- 
night, and most were paying as+ 
much attention to playing pool as 
to the Cooper talk. A weekly Tues-_ 
day-night poo! match with the Riv. - 
erside Tavern in Woodland had’ 
been moved to Ariel last night at. 
the request of a Portland televi- 
sion station interested in filming . 
reaction to the discovery of the. 
money, . 

Fisher and others said they” 
were mystified as to how the mon- 
ey arrived on the-banks of the C 
lumbia River, but they still woul 
have to be persuaded that the hi 
jacker didn't survive after hi 
bailed out of the Boeing 727, | { 
|} “I still think he’s alive, until- 


' 
x 


paid. - 
* He said'the finding could Jead to 


other developments, pointing out, 
that the discovery by the boy wa: 1 
a Strange first trace of Coope: fl 
aiter so many years. “a 

Then the telephone rang in thé 
next room, Fisher raced to an- 
swer kt, laughed and announced, 
“San Jose calling.” 
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{ Passengers on Flight. 305 re- 
-imembered the man ‘as a quiet- 
spoken sort wearing a dark brown” 
suit. He took the last seat on the 
right-hand side of the Northwest 
. Orient Airline’s flight out of Port- 
land.heading for Seattie. * 


the rhan was that he wore sun 
.Slasses, unusual because it was a 
rainy day ou November 24, 1971, a 
day before Thanksgiving. 

The man checked aboard the 
Boeing 727 under the name of 
“Dan Cooper” in Portland, the 
Jast Jeg of the flight that had start- 
ed in Washington, D.C. 


By the time the plane finatly set 
down in Reno several hours later, 


“D.B. Cooper” was gone, along 
with $260,000 in $20 bills, two para- 

chutes and a briefcase which Coo~ 
ftper. told the stewardess contained, 
1a bomb. ane 
+ Somewhere in Southwest Wash- 
¥ington, D.B. Cooper had bailed ‘out 
at 10,000 -feet “into. dark storm 
clouds and into history. He would- 
remain to this day the ‘only hi- 
jacker in the United States ever to . 
escape arrest, 

Over the last seven years, the 
F.B.1. has questioned more than 


down thousands of leads and! 


who claim either to be Cooper on} 
to know his whereabouts. . 

But it took an 8-year-old Van- 
couver, Wash., boy to uncover the * 
only piece of concrete evidence , 
that Cooper really did bail out into’, 
the dense forest of Southwest 

. Washington. a 


UBS Bee mf | 


icnellelicncl then G2 


The only--thing- unusual about -- 


it 
the man who became known: as: 


1,000 possible suspects, chasedy !: 
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‘inally, a fact is 


en 


609 


4 
acl has 
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UntilBrian Ingram dug ap 12, 
packets of $20 bills while on a pic! 
nic with his family along the Co: 
lumbia River, law-enforcement of. 
ficers only assumed D.B. Cooper 
jumped over Southwest Washing- 
ton, The plane’s recorder showed 
a “low pressure bump” at 8:11 
p.m. near Woodland, and when the 
plane landed in Reno, the hijacker 
couldn’t be found. 

Hundréds of searchers..spread 
out over the area around Wocd- 
fand, hoping either to find the 
body or the money or just:a piece 
of the parachute dangling from a 
tree, Most parachute experts con- 
sulted at the time agreed it would 
be almost impossible.for Cooper’ 
to survive the plunge. * 

But within days of the ‘hijacks 


jstarted to build. People started tt 
Stalk about him as a modem-day 
Robin Hood. They admired the 
daring, the planning and the ex- 
ecution of the jump. ‘ 

Slowly but surely, the reports of 
‘encounters with Cooper started to 
come out. A man in Woodland said 
someone knocked at his back door 
on November 24 about the time 
Cooper would have landed, but he 
didn’t answer, Other people start- 
ed turning in friends who looked 
like Cooper, jn hopes of collecting 


i the $25,000 reward. 3 


{ Then the stories started to ap- 
ipear. The now defunct Seattle 


heard from hundreds of people; ./Flag ran several pages of purport- 
ed interview with Cooper, and two 


i 


Can 


er 


ing, the jegend of D.B. Coopet 


f about the money being found. Hey i 


(indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) p»BL 


Seattle Times 
Seattle, Wa. 
Date: 2/13/80 
Edition: Pinal 


8 


Title: SVOR SAW * 


i. Character: 

' or 2) 
F Classification: fb is 

: Submitting Office: Seattle 


ee ae 
, Kitsap County men were arreste: 
for selling a fake interview with|* 
Cooper to a former contributing} 
. editor of Newsweek for $30,000. | 
x Five months ago, two Tacoma” 
men said they had talked with 
j0.B, Cooper, who, they said, was 
fiving in Puyallup. The man told 
them that the money was buried‘ 
under a pile of garbage at the 
Puyallup dump. * ee 
Mostly, however, people -just 
. have had fun with the D.B. Cooper 
story. T-shirts with the picture of 
D.B. Cooper in his sunglasses and’ 
bearing the legend, “D.B. Cooper, 
Where Are You?” became popu- = 
far, and there even was a song, 
Y written about him. ~ 7 
, . The residents of Ariel, Cowlitz]? 
‘County, near where Cooper sup-- 
posedly bailed out, started holding’ 
an annuai “D.B. Cooper Day” to 
commemorate the event. The fes- 
tival, called the “Cooper Caper,” 
featured buffalo stew and sky 
divers and attracted "more than 
-800 people. But not, apparently, « 
D.B. Cooper. < 
- As for the two Federal Bureau 
of Investigation agents who have 
been on the case since it began, 
ithey say they believe D.B. Cooper 
probably died the night he went 


said the find reduced the dhances 
of Cooper ever being four 
to “‘less than 50-50.” 
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t Tuesday’s announcement of 
the finding of part of the DB. 
Cooper loot was the first dramatic 
development in one of the nation’s 
most publicised — and pussting 
skyjack cases. Seattle writer Dare 
rell Bob Houston, who has 


and who wrote the book “King of 
the Midnight Blue,” herewith 
reviews the D.B. Cooper history 
and his own preoccupation with it, 


By Darrell Bob Houston — 


My first mistake was having the 
same initials as D.B. Cooper. 

My second was writing a book 
about him. 

My third was allowing myself to* 
become a D.B. Cooper expert. 

My fourth — and perbaps most] 

edangerous — was when I scoffed! 


ural overtones in 


My fifth mistake was the most 
embarrassing. After nine years of 
checking out everything from the 
Raleigh filter cigarettes that D.B. 
smoked to the thin clip-on necktie 


kind of avatar. The Last Invisible 
tHero. He could be anybody — be- 
. cause be was nobody. Punk or par-. 
fagon, he could go either way. 
Even the FBI doesn’t know 
what he looked like. The thousands 
Of flyers they plastered around the 


Search for. 


1D... Cooper © 


i 9 Years Trailing The 


devoted years of study to the case , 


he wore, 1] came to see him as 3, 


4 D.B. had become, in a sense, my 
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+:  D:B. is the only man ever to 
make the global Ten Most Wanted 
List — in disguise. But ask any 
school kid who the first man to 
waik on the moon was, and all you 
get is a stare. Mention D.B. and the 
kid will give you everything but: 
the serial numbers on the ransom} 
; Money. F t 
«There 1 go, parroting the lines| day. 
jthat I've fed to pespie for the past} ° It ‘was the letter that did it, 
(nine years Espealy people who, From the opening paragraph, I was 
wanted my help in turning “the at ; . . 
real D.B, Cooper” over 10 the po)” Here's how it began: 
lice. Many claimed to have been in, 
jail with him. One caller, after” 
‘reading one of my essays on Coop- 
er, said D.B, was really his mother 
— in drag. . 
Steadily it was building up, this 
» feeling that I was hiding the truth 
from myself. } fought it hack. 
Every time a new clue would turn 
up — 2 pair of soiled underwear in 
a Southwest Washington tree, the + —- Strapped to his waist is a con~ 
alleged sighting of a sasquatchz, vas bog stuffed with the $200,000 
«playing building-blocks with 4 pile: ransom he collected at Seattle. 
“of $20 bills — I would write an-{ :ver his buttocks, on the same 
other skyjack article. . if istrap, an attache case dangles. It 


stormy right. A Nortkwest Orient 
727 tumbers through the dark- 
ness. Its speed is barely above 
stall-point, A stairwell slowly dise 
tends from the big jet's belly. 

2 A’man appears. He rides the 
aeaying ladder like a temeat on a 
five ladder. He wears a dark suit 
and overcoat. Sunglasses are 
taped to his temples. 


is black and contains five sticks of 

, phony dynamite, ~ : 

2” The man is, poised on the final, 
dtep. His~ldughter. rises in thes 
wind. He spreads his arms wide 
and iskydives toward the treetops, 
— and the folklore of the nation. } 

+ DB, Cooper hos arrived. The’ 
world will never be the same 
place again. oo 

I felt a pang of professional jeal- 
f Susy. This guy was good with the 


L 
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life. And my livelihood. 
ame the day when the 
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19 fied, the next .”But all of them had been xeroxed; 


‘to get their serial numbers. f know} © 


zactive verb. 
Thanksgiving eves 1971. A ft 


$ “He ain't here, Not if you're 
fooking for D.B.” Re og 
The old man hdd Uppyloed up 


4 behind me in the carpeted hail: 


p.AL 


(YorRiAR 


[69-81 


Seattle 


-s rr ea ero 
typewriter. And all the spaceage 
Jargon was there. He called thep 
727-100's engines “Pratt & Whitney/i 
jewels.” He knew the skyjackedly 
plane's fuel capacity ~ in U.S. gat-+ 
tons. And he knew how much 

10,000 twenties weighed. 

It was smoot and authentic. | 
Still, the writer could have gotten 
most of that stuff out of Jane’s AH 
the World's Aircraft. 

But one section struck home. 
The part that told about the deliv- 
ery of the ransom aboard the 727 
_at Sea“Fac Airport: 

“The bills were the real McCoy. 


Isnarfed them personally.” , : 
Snarfed? A doozy of a verb, an}. 


One that might Jead me straight 


jte the skyjacker. ‘Yo an all-time; 
journalistic scoop. To fame, fory, 
‘tune — and a Hollywood contract. 
Tread the letter a dozea times. 
It was signed Jike the rest of. 
them: D.B. Cooper. This one, how: 
ever, was different. After more 
than 200 bogus D.B,'s write to you, . 
you can tell. . * 


ae 


{ The address was an apartment.; 
house on Capitol Hill, The place * 
smelted of pomade and-insecticide. +, 
© It was enough to make 2 healthy" 
inspector call in sick. 1 knocked om? 
Number 9. an 
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More Of | 
D.Bs ° | 
Ransom 
Found 


By Nei! Modie o 

FB] agents vesterday found bits of 
raore $20 bills buried in the sand be- 
side the Columbia River pear Van- 
couver, Wash., and said it was more of 
the $200,008 ransom collected in 1971 
by airline hijacker D.B. Cooper. 

Agenls speculated earlier in the 
day that the muck and sand the 
money was buried in may Rave been 


a 


that theory after a geologist examined 
the site, about 10 miles northwest of 
Vancouver. . 

“His (the geologist’s) feeling is thal, 
the probabilities are that the material 
was washed ashore rather than (bein, 

rin) dredged sand,” FBI - Agent Ralpi’ 
.Himmelsbach of Portland told The 
Post - Inteltigencer last night. 

{ Children on a family outing on 
Sunday found the first half - decom- 


. 


Cooper bad parachuted from a North- 
west Orient jelliner on Thanksgiving 
Eve, Nov. 24, 1971. 

‘The total was between $1,000 and 
$4,000, Himmelsbach said, and serial 
numbers checked matched numbers 
on the marked bills given Cooper. 

The money was found farther 
downriver from Vancouver than FBI 
agents had estimated Tuesday, when 
they anvounced the discovery, and it 
caused Himmetsbach to return to the 
theory he has bad since 1971 that 
Cooper landed — dead or alive — in 
the vicinity of Lake Merwin on the 
Lewis River about 25 miles north of 
Vancouver, : 

4, Himmelsbach, the agent in charge 
pf the investigation since the hijack. 


dozen packels of greenbacks were 
‘gradually washed down the Lewis 
River and into the Columbia River. 
Then, he said, ocean tides could hav¢ 
pushed them several miles up thi 
Coluntbia to where they were found. 
There was speculation Tuesday 


h 


i 
F) 


dredge material. But they discounted . 


posed packets of $20 bills with which- 


‘ing took place, said he believes the , 
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“that the site was too far up the Colum- 

~ bia for the money to have come, from 
the Lewis River. 
+ However, Himmelsbach said yes- 
terday, “My understanding is that this 
is tidal water, and if so, there are |; 
simes that this (river) runs backward, 
So it could have run upstream that - 
far” 

Did Cooper, lightly dressed and - 
buffeted by wind. and freezing rain ~ 
when be parachuted from the airlin- 
er, drop the money on the way down? 

“That's a good possibility,” Him- 
taelsbach said. “There’s also the possi- 
bility that be just took the money, and 
neither he nor the money left there 

+ (where he landed). ~ 
+ .“T feel this is an indication that* 
probably he didn’t make it (alive), and 
“ tt has been my feeling that probably 

he didn't make it because of the cir- } 
cumstances of the jump and the fact + 
{ that he didn’t have the proper equip. | 
+, ment for parachuting,” Himmetsbach i 
continued. |, 

“He didn’t have a hardhat, goggles, 
jeather gloves, jump suit or jump _ 
boots. He didn't bave any of those 
things and he sure needed them all. < 

“[ don't’ think the fall killed him,” § 
“Himmelsbach theorized, “but there" 
»swas that sudden stop. I think probably . 

there was good likélihood be Wasa” 

-jured during the fa and didn't have} ‘ 
any help... and was unable to extrit 
cate himself rom wherever he fel. ~ 
And probably is still there.” oe 

Agents continued digging yester- 
day, and Himmelsbach said he dida’t” 
know how long they would continue. 

There was no trace at the site of ~ 
the legendary extortionist nor of his 

Parachute, and Himmelsbach indi- 
cated he didn’t expect to find such 
‘evidence there. . 
The ransom money was given to 
+Cooper at Seattie - Tacoma Interna- 
tional Airport after he threatened to 
blow up the 727 irijet while on a flight 
from Portland. At Sea - Tac, be al- , 
fowed ail the passengers and all but - 
four members of the crew to leave, 
demanded and received the $200,000 - 
and four parachutes, and had the 
plane depart for Reno, Nev. 
The skyjacker bailed out over 
Southwest Washington. . . 
Sunday's find was particularly sat- 
istying for Himmelsbach, who on Feb. 
29 is scheduled to retire from the FBI 
‘after a career of neatly 29 years — 
tore than eight of which were spent 
trying to solve the Cooper caper. The 
discovery of the money was the | 


solid break in the case. 4 
“Tt doesn’t jucrease’ my 

. (retirement) annuity any, but it does 
w; Take me happy,” Himmelsbach sa 
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By Neil Modie 


More than eight years after D.B. 
Cooper parachuted into rainy dark- 
ness from a hijacked airliner, part of . 
- his $200,000 loot was found buried in a 

river bank near Vancouver, Wash., the 
FBI announced yesterday. - 

Badly weathered and apparently 
washed ashore from the Columbia 
River, the stacks of $20 bills say noth- 
ing encouraging about the fate of the 
legendary hijacker. 

“It can tell you a number of things 
— either he dropped the money or 
be's dead,” commented John D. Prin- 
gle, assistant special agent in charge 
of the FBI office in Seattle. “We can't 

f tell at this point.” 

Fer Ralph Himmelsbach of Port 
{land, the FBI agent in charge of the 
qinvestigation since it began, the dis- 
covery reinforces his opinion that 
Cooper died after he parachuted from 

; a Northwest Orient 727 dee on 
., Thanksgiving Eye, 1971. 
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f° - Himmelsbach said the find re- 
duced to “less than 50 -"50” the odds y- 
afithat Cooper is still alive. 
+f ‘The money was found Sunday by 
tan 8-year-old Vancouver boy, Brian |’ 
Ingram, and his 5-year-old cousin, 
: Denise, as they were digging in the 
* sand with sticks along the river bank 
i during a family outing. 
“This clue’ is the first we've had 
+ since the night of the occurrence,” 
said BIN Baker, assistant special agent 
in charge of the Portland office, 
~ which the Ingram family contacted on 
Monday. 
~ The money was found about 25 
+ miles southwest of the area whete the 
“FBI had thought it most likely Cooper 
Tanded after he parachuted from the 
jetliner into a freezing rainstorm on 
Nov. 24, 1071. 
The hijacker, who had used the * 
name “Dan Cooper” to buy his airline 
t, lckel, boarded the jet in Portland, 
* * threatened to blow it up with what hee 
¢laimed was a bomb in bis briefcas 
then n forced itto fand i in Seattie to ¢ 


ect ect the ra ransom. 

Cooper allowed 36 passengers" 

vq | aboard the flight to leave, then or- 

jdered the crew of four to fly it to 

Reno after $200,000 in marked bills 

and four parachutes demanded by the 
hijacker were brought on board. 

As the southbound airliner passed 
over Southwest Washington, tie hi- 
jacker — wearing only a business suit - 
,and street shoes — parachuted 
:t through a tear stairwell door, - . 

As “Dan Codper” became a legend, 

, the name “D.B. Cooper” — as an FBE . 
i * agent had initiay identified bim — 
became the name that stuck. 
wl » The FBI said his chances of sur 
vival were slim because he was 
i “S lightly dressed for jumping into a 
howling wind and a freezing rain in i 
parachute not likely to work, 
Agents have.theorized that bis, 
remains are at the boffoay a} Gan 


Merwin, its forest of hus aden REVA * 
*snags entenglinig'bis parke bec che 
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Boy who found | 
hijack loot gets ' 
bill as souvenir 


VANCOUVER, Wash. — (AP) 
— Brian Ingram, the 8-year-old 
who uncovered some of D.B. Coo- 
per's hijack loot, will get to keep 
one of ihe frayed $20 bills as a | 
souvenir, - 

The Federal Bureau of eek 
pation also gave the Vancouver’ 

boy a certificate praising him for . 
his discovery. 

Brian was helping his father, 
‘Harold, build a fire on a Columbia 
River deach February 10 when he. 
uncovered three bundles of weath- 
ered $20 bills, The bills were the 
first evidence uncovered in the} 
case since Cooper hijacked the? 
jetliner i 
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By Thomas Ryll t 
at 


Vancouver Columbian { 


4 

‘* VANCOUVER, Wash, (AP) — It started as a Sunday 
Ypicnic on a chilly river beach for a Vancouver, Wash.,? 
family and became a new chapter i in the legend of D.B. 
Cooper. 

With one sweep of his arm, &-year-old Brian Ingram , 
discovered Sunday what thousands of searchers failed to ; 
find — a bundle of $20 bills, now deteriorated, demanded 
by the infamous, parachuling skyjacker fn 1971. 

Tuesday night in an interview with the Vancouver Col- 
umpbian, Brian, his father, H. Dwayne, and his mother, 
Patricia, recounted the events of a casual outing that 
unearthed what one official called the “most important 
discovery” in the 8%-year-old case. At the same time, 
the elder Ingram described finding several thousand 
dollars of soggy cash as “heartbreaking” without a pen- 
ny of reward money in sight. 

‘The family and two relatives were walking along the 
Columbia River near a sand company about 3:30 p.m. 
Sunday. They decided to gather wood for a fire to take 1; 

‘the chill off the 40-degree temperature. 


“] gathered an armload of firewood,” said Ingram, 28, 


- | ga painter for U-Cart Manufacturing, a Vancouver firm. 4 


“Hie (Brian) was doing his part, happy and enthusiastic. 
1 was about ready to set the wood down and he said, 
‘Wait a minute, Daddy."”* 7 

Brian, a second-grader at Hough Elementary School, 
knelt beneath his father to smooth a spot for the fire. He 
swept the river sand only once, uncovering three worn 
bundles of $29 bills, 

“T seen that money, 1 thought ‘Wow!’” recalled the 
stender, towheaded youngster, who said it was the first 
money he ever found. “I went over to my parents and 
they thought it was counterfeit.” 

Unknown to them, Brian had uncovered part of a 
$200,000 ransom handed over to a man calling himself 
Dan Cooper on Nov. 24, 1971. Cooper demanded the cash 

as ransom and hijacked a Northwest Airline Boeing 727 
sjet in Seattle, 


fout from the jet’s rear-stairway with the bundled money! 
‘wrapped in a parachute and tied to his body. 


Washington. 


ait a minute 


OT Ye oh 


; As the plane flew south to Reno, Nev., Cooper bailed} {. R 


Authorities believe he jumped. over southwest« imind, ve waited five years to see this movie (The EXO 
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¢_ The Ingrams, who moved here from Oklahoma . 
than a year ago, said they were aware of the D.B. Coopet 
saga but did not connect it to their find. 

Neither did the buried treasure put a damper on the} 

t afternoon activities. “We had a picnic,” said Ingram.” 
“We forgot about the money and had a great time.” 

Back home about 5:30 p.m. Sunday, the bills, erroded 
into lozenge-shaped piles, were placed unceremoniously 
atop a kitchen cabinet todry. 

“J was thinking about decoupaging them and putting 
them on a board,” said Mrs. Ingram, 26. 


“tT thought it might have been mob money or lost 
money. f just didn’t know what to think, but it was just 
money that looked useless to me.” % 

Monday, during his 10 a.m. coffee break, Ingram call- 
ed a local bank to sce whether the battered bills could be- 
exchanged for new ones. A bank employee told him it 
could be done if the serial numbers were intact, but add- 
ed a check would be made of the numbers. 

Ingram said he brooded on that the rest of the day and 
called the Portland FBI office Monday evening, reading? 


several serial nimbers to an agent. i 


When Ingram called back 30 minutes later, “they said q 
they’d like to talk to me.” 

It was not until ‘fuesday morning that he learned the 
money was part of the Cooper caper. 

Tuesday evening, the couple watched themselves on 
national television. By then, they had grown weary of 
the day's hectic activities and exuded disappointment in 
casi that apparently no reward awaits their hones- 


aes just heartbreaking that nothing may come of 
this,” Ingram said, 

“T went from, al rich man to a poor man without hardly 
making a move.” 

Supporting a family of four and making the $200 a 
month rent payment for their ragged westside home is 
tough at times, Ingram said, adding “If alt this fame - 
came with a little fortune, I would talk to everyone in the 
world about this story.” 


j q 
He abruptly ended the interview minutes later, ss 
ing his eyes to the television set, saying, “If you don’ ti! 


cist) on television.”” 
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‘The Hero Left a 
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Viet 


By Darrell Boh Houston 


t 
{ 
+ The big 727-100 shot spray as it pow. 
. ered down the runway at Sea-Tac, 
leaving an oily rainbow in its wake. Tht 
pilot began his climb, grabbing altitude 
at more than 3,000 feet per minute. He 
leveled off at 30,000 in the vicinity of 
Mount St. Helens, home of the legend- 
ary Sasquatch and a landmark in the 
nine-year ground search for D.B, 
Cooper. . 
Tiooked up from my manuscript 
and studied the cabin. Seat C, Row 18." + 
That's where Cooper had sat on Flight 
305, chain-ssmoking his Raleighs and 
fondling that attache case with the five 
phony sticks of dynamite inside. Mr. 
Nice Guy with the Rotary Club smile 
and the cheap business suit. Tobacco 
stains on bis teeth — and larceny in his 
heart. i 
I glanced al the ventral stairwell. 
‘That had been the key to D. B’s dream. 
« ship. Located under the center engine, 
3 it allowed him to climb out and ump | 


without heing sucked into a turbofan # 
‘or sticed to carrots on the flaps. 

Now, a Jarge red sign proclaimed: 
This stairway cannot be opened in 
flight. Tae D. B. deor was closed — for 
good, Cooper had changed the specifi 
cations of 2 fleet of $5 million airplanes. 
He had also made mea hero worshiper. 

The stewardess came up the aisle. 
She stopped at my seat. 

1 “I'm curious. . .” she began. My , 

’ paranoia mounted. 1 fumbled around, * 

1 trying to bide the manuscript that was 
open on my lap. 

‘The stewardess was charmed by 
medesty. 

“You'rea writer, aren't you?” 

Imumbled a confession. 

“'... And that’s a book 
manuscript?” Her smile was very * 
white. | thought of the froth ona ' 
Wyoming troutstream. 

Faking a cougbing attack, { bent 
aver the thick pile of pages that consti- 

gtuled my D.B. Cooper novel. f 
i, “What's your book ahout?” It 
i} Isat upstraight. ! 
1 “H's about a man,” I said. “A man } 


my 


thing Hike 66,690 miles an hour. 
ey, . bul even at that speed — or so his. * 


te 


im After AT 


theory went — 
, bored spitless. 

“This man gave us the answer: The 
nly way to get off that angst ridden’ 
airplane 1S TO JUMP!” 

saw it coming — all the way to the 
nearest FBI interrogation room. 

“What was bis name?” 

“D.B. Cooper,” I whispered. 

“Any relation to James Fenimore?” 

The stewardess’ wink said it all, 
closed my eyes. 1 wanted to slip on my 
dark glasses — but why tempt fate any 
further? l would bave to cringe openly. 

1 pretended to sleep all the way to 
San Francisco. 

tee 

Emerson said that the trouble with 
heroes is not their ceramic feet. It’s 
that eventually they become a pain in 
the ass. 

1 wonder if the Sage of Concord 
would have been all that blase about 
the acturial little gent who called him- 
self Dan Cooper — especially if D. B. 
had kept him in groceries for almost 
WOyears. 


most people are still 


¥' 

When | think back to that stormy 
Thanksgiving Eve of 1971, the night 
Cooper half-gainered his way to im- 
mortality, I find it hard to label him the 
‘riminal he officially is — dead or al- 

e. i 


eeernes Aaya on 


I was huddled in hed in my $50-a- 
‘month pad on Summit Avenue, listen- 
ing to the radio and cating noodles 
with a pair of borrowed chopsticks. 

‘The noodles were even colder than 
the apartment. But after the first flash 
about the parachuteekyjack, it didn’t 
Tnatter, 

_Apologizing to my pet cockroach, 
William S. Burroughs HI, I seratched 
around on the floor and found a dime. 1 
called the Los Angeles Times. The edi- 
tors assigned mete do aD. B. story, 

Twas elated. I woutd eat again. So 
would Burroughs, who was as sick of 
monostdium glutamate as I was. 

‘The first national D. B. Cooper epic 
was laid out in the Mareh 19, 1972 issue 
of the L.A. Times’ West Magazine. It 
covered seven full pages with six dia- 
granis and photographs. Included, too, 


| 
i 
| 


who figured that we're ail riding on an’ WS @ song celled “The Ballad of D.B. 
airplane. its name is Earth — and its ‘Cooper.” ‘The lyric was catchy — and 
zooming through the Void at some- ‘forgettable, 


fr 
Then, after the huge presses at 


Times Mirror Square had already, 


kicked in, the editors had second’, 
thoughts. With several thousand copies* 
. ‘ Lape Bins 


,! {didn’t want to glorify the skyjacker, 


“e 
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tun off, the Times pulled my story and 
,Yeplated —at considerable cost. f 

\ ‘They said they loved the headline:|, 
; | “Coffee, Tea — or $260,000?” But they: 


+ who, after all, was 4 dangerous fugi: 


Aum Be 


tive. 

Now how in the hell was I going to 
rationalize that toa cockroach? 

ae 

My hero-fixation surfaced next ona 
Seattic television show. 

By that time | was really into my 
role. | had my own tacky attache case 
togo with my black suit and skimpy tic. “ 
T encouraged people to call me D. B. 1 
wore my sunglasses — even on rainy 


When my television host asked me 
if I thought Cooper was a new Ameri- 
can hero, I was ready, ‘ 

“Yes,” Isaid, "He waSaterrifichero. ‘ 
He screwed the System back — nonvi- 
olently, nonpotitically. He didn’t burt 
anybody, and he only took 20) grand. 

“And best of all” —1 had rehearsed + 
the line for a week — “he didn’t leave 

» any footprints.in the clouds.” 

The switchboard at the station 
| turned intoa pinball machine. 
‘ _ The most irate of the callers was 
Ernest K. Gann, the author and former: 
inline pilot. , 


Istitl have a copy of the telegram he| 
sSent to the station the next day. 

“The true depiction of all hijackers 
for what they are, instead of as he- 
Toes,” it said in conclusion, “must he 
shown now or you and your loved ones 
may well, and very soon, be aboard the 
next of another Robin Hood’s terrible 
adventures.” 

I fired back at Gann through Em- 
mett Watson's column in The P-1. I re- 
peated my favorite argument: D. B., 
with his lopsided grin and gentle man- 
her, had Jeft no victims. 

J was not only smug. I was wrong. 


kkk 


The door to my apartment was ajar} ly 


when J returned. A tall young 


wom a 
isat at my writing desk. Blonde nalriel ie 
out LIze 


« to her shoulders. Her posture s' 

me as incongruent to her beauty} Her 
«Slump was one of weariness — and de- 
“feat. E 
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By Fran Kaiser 
‘The Dally News Staff Writer 


- ARIEL —The parly will go on — whether D.B. Cooper i is found or 
not. 

That assurance is from Laurel Fisher, owner of the Ariel Store 
and Tavern, where legend seekers gather each November to fete 
the famous skyjacker. 

“We'll probably have the party forever,” said Latirel, who spent 
the morning hosting television crews from as far away as Los 
Angeles after some of Cooper’s loot was found near Vancouver. 


Even if Cooper is found dead the party will continue as a 
memorial, she said. 6 B- 


“It means something to everyone up here. It’s a legend. He sort 
of put Ariel on the map."* 

Authorities believe Cooper bailed out of the hijacked Boeing 727 
near Lake Merwin in the area east of Woodland. Neither he ner 
$200,600 in loot was ever seen — until some of the money appeared 
Tuesday. 

The money caused excitement in the small community on the - 

4Lewis River near Merwin Dam. Despite the find, some Ariel 
residents still say maybe Cooper dropped some of his money, but 
j got away. ‘a 

j Laurel and her husband, David, bought the store 15 months agol 
and continued the traditional party started by the former owner. 

About 300 people showed up for last November’s party. Some! 
perhaps, hoped Cooper himself might be lured to the celebration if 
he’s alive. 

He's never shown, but he has anopen invitation. 


FEB #9 1980 
.¢ £ EBL. SEATILE 


DB Cooper-26379 


@ or: cily and state.) p,BL 


PD-850 (Rev. 12-5-78) 


mos tigate paes ‘ 
C y ) © whe state.) p-As 
Beattle Times 
Seattle, Wa. 
L Date: 2/15/80 


Edition: Fina 
(Mount Clipping in Spoce Below) Final 


Title: 


Character: 
or 


Ay B — - | Classification: 
< Submitting Office: Seattle 


peste WE SIRT __ 
sf CHING 20 Ue To : 
4 NEW THEORY 

KE DEVELOPED YESTERDAY, J 


eso 
FEB 19 1980 
FBI» SEATTLE 


(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 


Ie] LOL ANGHSES THass | 
LOS 4KGo 
Date: 2/13/80 


“Wednesday Final 


5 2co (Rev. 12-5-78) rd 6 } 


C 


e , 
way OF 


Tider PART OF DVL. 
CGUPSR LOGT FOUND 
Character: 
or 


Ch ~ 
oe 


20 
Seattle PBI ofces have begun an e&-ibomne, he demanded that the airline 6 


The  money—“several thousana: 2% i he plane if bis dem ans : 

dollars,” according to one official—|, - 

was found in Washington about five] 7 - . 

failes northwest of the Interstate 5{':The alrline complied, providing the 
7 ‘ lowever, the 


FBI agent William M. Baker told ajmumbers of the bills had been record- ’ 
news conference in Portland. ed, SLE eae rs 
_Discovery of the money by Haroldj Cooper Permitted the ittiners $6 
is wi joja, passengers to leave the plane in Seat- 
Peayne Ingram, 21 ’ Bis wile, Patricia tle. He then ordered the crew to take 
the latest twist in the bizarre saga of [the Plane to Reno and told the pilot to 
ithe now-legendary Cooper, who pa- fly at a relatively low altitude and to 
rachuted from a Northwest Airlines OPe? the plane's tearstairway. 
jetliner on Thanksgiving Eve, 1971,| Crew members last heard his voice 
hnever to be seen or heard from again. ion the plane's intercom when they 
‘When found by the Ingrems, the ‘were over the ‘Washington-Oregon 
stacks of $20 bills were bound by de- Iborder. They said they believe he . 
composing rubber bands, the’ FBI jumped, using the least reable para- B 
said. But there was “no trace of D.B. chute..; tet LAB ae 
Cooper,” according to the agency.” The decomposed moncy was found 


Shortly after the hijacking, a cult 17 to 20 miles from the jump site by 
gprang up around D. B, Cooper, a {the Ingrams’ older son, Brian, The lA - 7 - SBter 


name that never has been traced to ‘bills were partly buried in sand that SEARCHED, 7 : 
SERIALIZE | a 
FEB #9 1980 . ot 


its origi the Ingrams were scooping out to 


igins, . 

‘A private dlub was named in his builda fire. . 
boner, DB Goope r ‘T-shirts were Heres, some more weed for, he 
manufact uumper stickers were fire, Da ie e father r is 
Fun olf and anniversary parties were sonaseaying.  .;_ a 

el . 

Baker said in Portland that wheth- 
er Cooper got away with the-rectof 
the money Was an open question... 


‘SEARCHE! » ARIDEXED, 
SERIALIZED. ru 


FETS 1900 


“FBT — LOS ANGELES 


Fot/Dos 


ORIGINAL TO THE BUREAU 
DB Cooper-20381 


(Mount Clipping in Spoce Below) 


oy fF ures “wash. — [Willfam M. Baker, assistant agent 
: f ¥ Twelve packets of $20'in “charge of the Porttamdi—FBI 
y bills, used eight years office, said discavery of the money 

a ago as part of the $200, lends credence to the FBI theory 

000 paid to airline hijacker “D.B. that Cooper died in the hijacking 

Cooper,” have been found on & attempt. ‘ 

{Columbia River beach near here, Cooper's extortion effort was the 

the FBI announced yesterday. __ first time a jet had been hijacked 

- Harold D. Ingram, 27, his wife, for ransom. A number of hijack- 

‘Patricia, 26, and their two sons, ings for cash have been carried out 

qwere picnicking on what fs known since the Cooper escapade. 

as Tena’s Bar last Sunday.when Baker said the FBI could not be 

their older son. discovered ‘the certain how much money was in 

money. Po aged’ 7 ‘ the packets, but said it amounted 

: Eight-yearold Brian Ingram was to “several thousand dollars.” 

‘helping his father gather firewood The money has been sent to the 

land had scooped out sand for a FBI laboratory in Washington, 

iflre. As his father was about to D.C., and Baker hopes the.lab will 

‘drop sn armload of wood, young be able to pick fingerprints off the 

iSngram gajd, {Wait a minute, bills, which could lead to the 

Daddy.” “suspect. Kee Se 

- Recalling his find yesterday, . “That would be a-hell of a 

Brian said, “I seen that money, I breaie‘tie said. . 5 “re” 

thought, wow.” Ea 

. But his parents remained ealin, 

the s6n recalled. “They thought it 

Iwas counterfeit.” | Beta or 

! The tattered and wort bills 

young Ingram found were the first 

to be recovered by law enforce 

ment agencies since Nov. 24, 1971, 

when a passenger hijacked a 

Northwest Airlines Boeing 727., 

. ‘The man, identified on the flight 

fist as Dan Cooper, parachuted out 

lof the airliner soméwhere over 

southwestern Washington. 

’ The serial numbers en the bills 

eiscovered by young Ingram 

matched those on the money given 

Cooper By the FBI in el 
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ere ORTLAND, Ore. — “The” 
<3 j mystery surrounding DB. 
Cooper's skyjacking and 
disappearance eight years 
ago has been rekindled by a 
Vancouver, Wash., family’s inad- 
vertent discovery of worn packets 
of §20 bills on the Columbia River 
shoreline — part of Cooper's $200, 
000 ransom. - + 


The saga which schanged the 
nature of ‘airline piracy began on 
Thanksgiving Day, 2971, when 
Cooper boarded Northwest Air- 
Ines flight 305 for a flight from 
Portland to Seattle. Once aboard, 
he handed a crew member a note, 
saying he was carrying a bomb ina 
satchel and wanted $200,000 in 
unmarked $20 bills. . 


When the jetliner landed at the 
Seattle-Tacoma International Air- 
port that evening, authorities had 
arranged the cash and had also 
obtained four parachutes, as in- 
structed by Cooper. 


Cooper then allowed the flight's 
36 passengers and all crew mem- 
bers but two pilots and one stew: 
ardess_to disembark. He_then 
ordered the aircraft to take off for 
Reno, Nev. 

‘Atone point in that fight, the 
etew felt a fluctuation in cabin 
pressure. which suggested the jet- 
Siner's rear cabin deor hac-opened. 


fivstery remains in Ine 
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Agent ‘explains 
beachfront deposit | 

gy 
| PORTLAND (UPI) — Ralph’ 
Himmelsbach, the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation agent who has 
headed the D.B. Cooper case sincé 
the 19/1 hijacking, oudines this 
“possible scenario” to explain now, 
some of the Cooper money 
washed up on the beach west of 
Vancouver: 

“Probably the money Gn the 1 ‘ 
bag) came down close <6 the bank 
of @ stream. When the water got 
high enough it washed down- 
stream, bumping along the bot-" 
tom, The bag finally degraded. 

“Perhaps i could have burst on. 
impact, but that is not likely. We 
think finally, tumbling down the 
gtiver bottom, it broke open and, 
‘Whe money was carried on, weary; 
fing off little bits and pieces around, 
the edges, grinding it down like it, 
*had been ground with sandpaper 
or a file, weaving the center 


Sportion.”, 
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4k WASHINGTON — The Federal 4 
Bureau of Investigation has found * 
Zabout $4,000 of the money that ther 
legendary hijacker, D.B. Cooper, 

carried with him when he para- 

chuted from a commercial . jet 

over Southwest Washington in 

+1971, a bureau spokesman said 

Tuesday. 

The spokesman, who asked not 
to be named, said a family wan- 
dering along the banks of the Co- 
lumbia River north of Portland, 


re., found a packet of money thi 
i 
4 


‘Compiled from news services 


i E 
the packet of $20 bills was so bad- 
ly deteriorated the F.B.L. could 
not make an exact count of the 
amount, the spokesman said. 

Despite the deterioration, the 
spokesman said the F.B.I. was 
able to identify the money as part 
of the $200,060 ransom given to 
Cooper in Seattle nine years ago. 

When the money was given to the , 

“hijacker, ie FBI. kept records! 
tof the serial numbers. iH 

The packet was found 20 miles 

Sdownstream from the point where! 

Cooper is believed to have bailed 


(Mount Clipping in Space Below 


‘the spokesman said. 

He added that with floods along 
che river it was likely that in nine 

‘years the packet had been carried 
some distance. 

’ + The Portland and Seattle offices 

_of the F.B.L were conducting 2 

* search in the area, but the spokes- 

j man said it was unlikely that dis- 
covery of the money packet woula 
aid in the search for Cooper, the 
only parachute-ransoin hijacker in 
United States history who has not 
been apprehended. 


Cooper boarded a Northwest? fed 


Cooper. Before the plane reached 
Seattle, Cooper threatened lo ex- 
plode a “bomb” in his brief case if 
he were not given $200,000 in $20 
bills and four parachutes and 
flown to Reno, Nev. 
‘The plane circled Seattle for 2% | 
hours while authorities gathered 
the parachutes and money. - 
* The passengers and two of the 
three stewardesses were allowed 
to leave the plane. The money and 
* parachutes were loaded and the 


gut of the Northwest ‘irlines 727,4 ,was ordered to fly as slowly as 
i ‘possible. 


+ Washingten, 
-meoney and 


pal ‘ 
. Held together by a rubber band! +, flight in Portland on ‘Thanksgiving, cade Mountains, 
Eve, 1971, using the name Dan’ * 
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Somewhere Over Southwest! 
the hijacker, the? 
one of the parachutes 
disappeared out of the plane’s 
year exit, opened in flight. ‘The ap- 
proximate place of departure was 
guessed at from cabin-pressure 
readings on the flight recorder. 
The flight recorder and crew, 
testimony indicated Cooper had 
jumped near the little town of Ari- 
el, Cowlitz County, about 30 miles 
north of Portland, a densely wood. 


Despite intensive searches of 
the area, the only item connected 
with the hijacking ever found was 
a rear door from the 727. . 

Nothing ever was seen“of Coo- , 
per or the $200,000. . ‘ 

The F.B.J. has said since shorlly 
after the hijacking it believed Coo- 
per probably was killed when he ” 
landed. . : 
In 1977, just to make sure the hit 
jacker did't escape prosecution, 
via the statute of Hmitations, he 


{was indicted on federal charges ALB B 


plane took off for Reno. The pilot absentia, 
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INBOX.4 (#746) 

TO: ASO a EMH1, ASO @ EMH2 
FROM: HOTX a EMAL 

SUBJECT: 281/0223 PRIORITY 
DATE: 8 OCT 88 12:07:59 GMT 
CC; : 

TEXT: 


VZCZCHQ0223 

PP AFO ALO 

DE HQ #0223 2810126 

ZNR UJUUU 

P 0721552 OCT 88 

Fit DIRECTOR, FBI 

TO ALL FBI FIELD OFFICES 
PERSONAL ATTENTION ALL SACS 

ALL LEGAL ATTACHES 

PERSONAL ATTENTION ALL LEGATS 


INDICES 4 
BT MANUAL EY 
UNCLAS prey FOIMS =Sit 


7 CONFIDENTIAL ___”. 
SUBJECT: NBC TV “UNSOLVED MYSTERIES” 


ON WEDNESDAY EVENING, OCTOBER 12, 1988, AT 8:00 P.M., EST, 
"UNSOLVED WISTERIES? WILL FEATURE TWO FBI CASES. UNSUB FUGITIVE 
KNOWN AS D.B. COOPER WILL BE FEATURED. COOPER IS THE SUBJECT OF 
‘SEATTLE CASE 164A-81 CAPTIONED NORJAK; 00; SEATTLE. ANOTHER FBI 
CASE SCHEDULED TO BE PROFILED CONCERNS AN UNSUB THEFT OF SPORTS 
MEMORABILIA. THE SUBJECT OF NEW DUR EISE 87A-86763, IT isle 
CAPTIONED UNSUB; DENNIS LYLE WALKER, (DECEASED) HALL OF FANE 
SPORTS MEMORABILIA COLLECTION 
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Ye: “SAC, OMAHA (ATTN: 


Tronsmit attached by Facsinile- UNCLAS 


ASAC) 
F SAC, SEATTLE 
com: 


Subject; D.B. COOPER 


(J Fingerprint Photo {7} Fingorprint Record 
Cl) Artists Conception 


Special hondling instructions: 


(J Mop 


(C) Nowspapor clipping 


HAND CARRY TO ASAC - 
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TO 3 
FROM 3? 


SUBJECT: 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Memorandum a 


SAc, PHOEN: _ Dare; 7/24/80 : 
ATTN: SA . . na 


b7C 
SAC, SEATTLE .(164-81) 


NORJAK ae 1 vy 
CAA-HIJACK (A) —" 
00: Seattle 


Bufile 164-2111 


Enclosed are four (4) artists composites, 
two black and white, and two color, depicting the 
‘NORJAK unsub, aka DAN COOPER, D.B. COOPER, with and 7 
without glasses. 


THE CRIME 


On November 24, 1971, a lone white male 
boarded Northwest Orient Flight #305 at Portland, 
Oregon. At approximately 3:22 P.M., while the flight 
was en route to Seattle, Washington, he indicated to 
the stewardess that his brief case contained a bomb 
which would blow up the plane unless his demands were 
met. 2 


The hijacker demanded 8200, 000 and four 
parachutes in exchange for the safety of the 36 . 
passengers aboard the plane. When-the aircraft landed 
at Seattle, Washington, Northwest Orient Airlines 
complied with his instructions. After he received the 
parachutes and the money, the hijacker allowed all 
passengers and two airline stewardesses to deplane. 


. He then ordered the remaining crew members 
into the first-class section of the aircraft and 
informed them he desired to fly to Mexico City. The 
hijacker instructed that the plane proceed in a 
southerly direction and fly at a low altitude and slow 
speed which would enable the rear door of the plane 
(Boeing 727) to be opened ee the flight. 
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UNITED STATES covers iA UNITED STATES ver. AB exr OF JUSTICE 

noo Ne FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION « 
Memorandum 


exe) : Director, FBIC 164-2211 7) DATE: 6/30/80 


FROM : Legal Attache, OTTAWA (164-47 ,CP ) 


. Ly, 
SUBJECT: NORJAK . — 


(A) 
00: Seattle 


Reference: Butel, 6/27/80. 


Dissemination, as outlined below, was made on dates indicated. 


Cc) ——___ copies of 


(39 Pertinent information from Butel, 6/27/80. 


Name and Location of Agency Date Furnished 


Ld 


b7D 


cen 4 1986 
FBI-SEATTLE 


Fayoos 


DB Cooper-26413 


TO 


FROM 


SUBJECT: 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Memorandum 


SAC, BUFFALO. ., . PATE? 5/23/80 


(ATTN: = S. 
SAC, SEATTLE (164-81) Aug tv . 
. . . a a 


NORJAK 
CAA-HIJACK (A) 
00: Seattle 
Bufile 164-2111 


Re Buffalo telcall to Seattle, 5/23/80. 

Enclosed are four (4) artists composites, 
two black and white, and two color, depicting the 
‘NORJAK unsub, aka DAN COOPER, D.B. COOPER, with and 
without glasses. 


THE CRIME 


On November 24,.1971, a lone white male 
boarded Northwest Orient Flight #305 at Portland, 
Oregon. At approximately 3:22 P.M., while the flight 
was en route to Seattle, Washington, he indicated to 
the stewardess that his brief case contained a bomb 
which would blow up ‘the plane uniess his demands were 
met. 


The hijacker demanded $200,000 and four 
parachutes in exchange for the safety of the 36 


passengers aboard the plane. When the aircraft landed 


at Seattle, Washington, Northwest Orient Airlines 


_ complied with his instructions. After he received the 


parachutes and the money, the hijacker allowed all 
passengers and two airline stewardesses to deplane. 


He then ordered the remaining crew members 
into the first-class section of the aircraft and 
informed them he desired to fly to Mexico City. The 
hijacker instructed that the plane proceed in a 
southerly direction and fly at a low altitude and slow 
speed which would enable the rear door of the plane 
(Boeing 727) to be opened during the flight. 


2 Buffalo (Ene. 4) 

-(/- Seattle 4 
KM: jg! 
{3) 


Buy U.S. Savings Bonds. Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 
DB Cooper-26414. 
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TO 


FROM 


SUBJECT: 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Memorandum 


SAC, NEW ORLEANS : DATE? 5/21/80 
(ATTN: SA . 


SAC, SEATTLE (164-81) 


| 
Aus. U 
NORJAK : — 
CAA-HIJACK (A) 
00: Seattle 
Bufile 164-2111 


Enclosed are four (4) artists composites, 
two black and white, and two color, depicting the 
NORJAK unsub, aka DAN COOPER , D.B. COOPER, with and 
without glasses. 


‘ 


THE CRIME 


On November 24, 1971, a lone white male 
boarded Northwest Orient Flight #305 at Portland, 
Oregon. At approximately 3:22 P.M., while the flight 
was en route to Seattle, Washington, he indicated to 
the stewardess that his brief case contained a bomb ~ 
which would blow up the plane unless his demands were 
met. _ 

. The hijacker demanded $200,000 and four 
parachutes in exchange for the safety of the 36 
passengers aboard the plane. When the aircraft landed 
at Seattle, Washington, Northwest Orient Airlines 
complied with his instructions. After he veceived the 
parachutes and the money, the hijacker allowed ali 
passengers and two airline stewardesses to deplane. 


He then ordered the remaining crew members 
into the first-class section of the aircraft and 
informed them he desired to fly to Mexico City. The 
hijacker instructed that the plane proceed in a 
southerly direction and fly at a low altitude and slow 
speed which would enable the rear door of the plane 
(Boeing 727) to be opened during the flight. 
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TRANSMIT VIAr PRECEDENCE: CLASSIFICATION: 
C5 Teletype (0 Immodiaie {3 TOP SECRET i 
iT) Facsimile (J Priority (2 SECRET : 
Xi —AIRTER (0 Routine ” () CONFIDENTIAL : 
(CO UNCLAS EF TO i 
(J UNCLAS 
I 


Date __5/19/80 


TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (164-2111)(ATTN: LEGAL COUNSEL DIVISION) 


FROM : SAC, SEATTLE (164A-81) 


— 
SUBJECT: NORJAK Aug U ~~) 


00: SEATTLE 


En f eau are two copies of an agreement 
prepared by 


For the information of the Bureau, | who has a 
business address in Mountain View, California and telephone 
numbers of and has been 
in contact with the Seattle and other Divisions of the FBI, 
concerning captioned matter. He states he has done considerable 
research in connection with an individual whom he feels is a 
suspect in captioned hijacking and has a book which he has pre- 
pared concerning this. He has obtained fingerprints of this 
individual and desires to furnish them to the FBI for comparison,%| 7 
with latent fingerprints which were located in the aircraft fh 
following captioned hijacking. It should be noted that there 7 
were some latent fingerprints as well as palm prints located in. 
the aircraft. 


be 
bIC 


It has been explained to[__]tnat he can make available 
to the FBI, the fingerprints which he has and that a comparison 
will be made and he will be advised of the results. He states, 
however, that on advice of his attorney, he does not desire to 
make these fingerprints available until the FBI has signed an 
agreement with him that they will not prevent him from publishing 
his book. It has been explained that the FBI will in no way inter 
fer with the publication of his book and that obviously an 
identification of the subject would be a great benefit for him in 
marketing his book. He has stated, however, that because of his 
attorney's advice, he desires to have an agreement signed prior 


to making the fingerprints available. - 
¥) 
2 - Bureau (Encl mean 
oP Seattle ee ety! 

$D:kln “Jo 
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TO : 


FROM. 


SUBJECT! 


UNITED STATES co Mencenr UNITED STATES ose reser OF JUSTICE 


Memorandum 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


SAC, SEATTLE (164-81) ° PATE: 5/13/80 


sf] 4uB-& 


NORJAK 
00: Seattle 


Re telephone call to asac[__—————sid on 4/22/80, — 


from Representative McCluskey, California. 


Referenced telephone call was made by 


an Aid to 


Congressman McCluskey of California, who requested the name, 
composer, and lyrics to a song referred to as "The Ballad 
of D. B. Cooper". This inquiry was made pursuant to a 


constituent"s inquiry and was referred to this office, 
specifically asacl by the Portland Division. 
A review of Seattle files, indicate the following 
references: In Seattle file 164-81-SubB, Vol. 1, newspaper 
clipping dated 11/23/72, final-edition of the Seattle Post 
Intelligencer, Seattle, Washington, page Al8, written by 
Eldon Barrett, reports that a Portland nightclub singer, 
Tom Bresh, wrote and recorded a short lived success record 
entitled "D. B. Cooper, Where Are You?". Additionally, in 


the same file, a Seattle Post Intelligencer article written 
by Dick Clever, appearing on 11/23/72, in the final edition, 


at page Al9, there appears an article penned by 


Clever and 


copyrightel story, the copyright is held by the Seattle Post 
Intelligencer, dated 1972, entitled "A Ballad to the Man 


Called D. B.". 


That story and the words in their entirety are: 
"He was cool, he was calm, the man with the "bomb", who 
boarded flight 36 with ease. And pilot Bill Scott, not 
suspecting the plot, took off with the man called D. B. 


They were just in the air, when the stew caught 
of the man in the back of the plane. He passed 


the stare, 
her a paper, 


which he thought she'd read tater, she thought him a flirt 


and quite vain. "Read the note," his wave told, 


and she 


thought him quite bold, to make such a pass in mid flight. 
But she did as he asked, and she read and she gasped, as the 


jet flew on into the night. The crew was quite 


hocked, to 
shocke Buse 


find this short hop, this all stop, short hop flight skyjatR 


BAB:val 
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£97302 (REV, 3-8-77) r e 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


May 2, 1980 


Oate of transcription, 


‘ 


1 . 


* % 
eommonly_knowm asl___—_—ids bé 
Apex, North Carolina, eLephone pre 
number work telephone number’! appeared 


at the Raleigh, North Carolina, Resident Agency of the Tederal 
Bureau of Investigation (FBI) where she was advised of the 
official identity of the interviewing agent and thereafter 
furnished the following information: 


[_]said a few evenings ago, she was watching bé 
a television program entitled “In Search of” and viewed a pre 
composite photograph of a man being sought for the hijacking 
of an sigphane about ten years ago in the Northwestern United 


States. stated the program stated ‘the man use name 
“D. B. COOPER’ and parachuted out of t i 
fae somnasii te nhotopraph resembled her 
$ be 
on 
at Pueblo, Colorado, which is pic 
[Td ing , 


while they both were 
Colorad i 


fin Pueblo, 


that 

that in January or Febru: 

Parker, Arizong re hich 
was 3 4 
than 


[| stated ee Parker, Arizona, be 
she returned to Pueblo, Colorado, fox_a short while before bic 


. said she worked for 
California, as a 
© various in the Northwestern United 


Ex . stated 
[jie 1963. 
[_|statea she last saw|_____Jin i a 
(fetzpna: where he was an probably on a 
said she visited in jail and later sav him on 


the street there where he told her he had been released. 


Investigation ono / L/ 80 at__Raleigh c Fite eGR EGG DAG 


‘This document contains nelther recommendations nor conclusions of tha FBI, It Is the property of the FBI and Is lqaned to vodlssa 
it and Its contents are not to de distributed outside your agency. i 


_~ DB-Gno 
ILA SSS 


TO : 


FROM 3 


SUBJECT: 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Memorandum 


sac, © 0 DATE: 5/6/80 — 
ATEN: SA : : be 
GREENSBORO R.A. Die 


SAC, SEATTLE (164-81) 


NORJAK Aur &. / sae : 


CAA-HIJACK (A) 3 
00: Seattle = ° 
Bufile 164-2111 . 


Enclosed are four (4) artists composites, 
two black and white, and two color, depicting the 
NORJAK unsub, aka DAN COOPER, D.B. COOPER, with and 
without glasses. 


THE CRIME 


On November 24, 1971, a lone white male 
boarded Northwest Orient Flight #305 at Portland, 
Oregon. At approximately 3:22 P.M., while the flight 
was en route to Seattle, Washington, he indicated to 
the stewardess that his brief case contained a bomb 
which would blow up the plane unless his demands were 
met. 


The hijacker demanded $200,000 and four 
parachutes in exchange for the safety of the 36 
passengers aboard the plane. When the aircraft landed 
at Seattle, Washington, Northwest Orient Airlines 
complied with his instructions. After he received the 
“parachutes and the money, the hijacker allowed all 
passengers and two airline stewardesses to deplane. 


He then ordered the remaining crew members 
into, the first-class section of the aircraft and 
“informed them he desired to fly to Mexico City. The 
hijacker instructed that the plane proceed in a 
southerly direction and fly at a low altitude and slow 
speed which would enable the rear door of the plane 
(Boeing 727) to be opened during the flight. 
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FROM 


SUBJECT: 


OPTICAL. FORY NO. 18 
SAY 1982 EDITION 
GEA Fem (41 Con) 101-18 


UNITED-STATES GOVERNMENT 


Memorandum 


7 SAC (164-0-62B) P : DATE: 5/29/80 — 


2 . bs 
: 7 ~ “TT 


fi t b7C 
Qua U ) ~J a 
NORJAK CAA = HIJACK (A). — 
00; SEATTLE . . 
BUFILE: 164-2111 . 
Re memo of sal_———~—~—~—“~CSC atta 4/2/80 , Be 
On 4/15/80, SA met with 
: re having information 
pertaining to captioned matter. advised as follows: 


. stated that just before Christmas, b6 
1979, he met friend b7c 
(name unrecalled) at the McGhee Tyson eps 


stated that this meeting concerned aying a lease 
payment on an aircraft that he rented from 


. [J advised that(— __] unidentified b6 
fri ed assistance into and out of the rear_seat b7c 
of automobile; this person according to 


said very little and_wore sunglasses all of the time. 
L____]statea Gnaef Hore Sundiasses all flew into Knoxville 
a 


via commercial_airlines and left in_the plane that 

rented them. [___] stated that Diresides in an 
apartment in the New Orleans - Baton Rouge area of Louisiana 
as does his unidentified friend; location unknown for both 
individuals. 


[Ldaavisea that one to two weeks later b6 
he noticed in the newspaper some artist conceptions of b7C 
D. B. Cooper when some money was located in a wooded section 
of a western state and was believed to have been some of sup 
the money obtained in captioned hijacking. 


advised that he immediatel 
[_|visit around Christmas, 1979, and the 


al DB Cooper-26428 


TO 


FROM 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


= FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Memorandum 


: SAC, RIC : DATE: 5/2/80 ~ 


+ SUBJECT? 


ATTN: SRA 
DANVILLE R.Ao 


SAC, SEATTLE (164-81) 


NORJAK : Su B L 


CAA~HIJACK (A) 
00: Seattle . 
Bufile 164-2311 


Enelosed are four (4) artists composites, 
two black and white, and two color, depicting the 
NORJAK unsub, aka DAN COOPER, Dd. B. COOPER, with and 
without glasses. 


THE CRIME 


On November 24, 1971, a Lone white male 
boarded Northwest Orient Flight #305 at Portland, 
Oregon. At approximately 3:22 P.M., while the flight’ 
was en route to Seattle, Washington, he indicated to 
the stewardess that his brief case contained a bomb 
which would blow up the plane unless his demands were 
met. . 

The hijacker demanded $200,000 and four 
parachutes in exchange for the safety of the 36 
passengers aboard the plane. When the aircraft landed 
at Seattle, Washington, Northwest Orient Airlines . 
complied with his instructions. After he received the 
parachutes and the money, the hijacker allowed all 
passengers and two airline stewardesses to deplane. 


He then ordered the. remaining crew members 
into the first-class section of the aircraft and 
informed them he desired to fly to Mexico City. The 
hijacker instructed’ that the plane proceed in a 
southerly direction and fly at a low altitude and slow 
speed which would enable the rear door of the plane 
(Boeing 727) to be opened during the flight. 
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AIRTEL 


4/21/80 


70 : , SAC, DALLAS Suz & 


FROM + SAC, DENVER (164-704)(RUC) 
SUBJECT: “UNSUB, aka, 


D. B. Cooper t 
CAA « HIJACKING 
00: SE 


4/13/80, an individual who identified himself 
as {telephoneL_———i*idS,:«éDerveer, Colorado, 
telephonically contacted the Denver FBI Office and advised 
he had observed a television program, "In Search Of" that 
same date on a local Denver TV channel, wherein captioned 
hijacking was_discussed and a composite drawing of unsub 
was shown, stated he was acquainted wit 

while working for a firm in Denver, and it the 
rena of unsub very closely. further stated 
d_been out of the Denver area For a few years and 
believes[___]currently works for a company by the name of 
Robin Tech located at Wichita Falls, Texas, in their 


LEADS: 
DALLAS DIVISION > 


At Wichita Falls, Texas: 


Will attempt to locate and igentity[ —___ and 
thereafter conduct appropriate background investigation 


t 
determine if he might be identical with unsub. Sue 7 


ARMED AND DANGEROUS: 


2 = Dallas (RM) 
<I> Seattle CRM) 
1 = Denver 
RES/11d 
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4/22/80 

TO: SAC, PORTLAND (164-41) 

FROM: SAC, LOS ANGELES (164-497) (RUC) (3) 


SUBJECT: CALIFORNIA INSTITUTE OF ceautaeides 
6253 Hollywood Boulevard, Suite 519 
Hollywood, California 90028 


NORIJAR 
oO: Seattie - 


Re Portland airtel to Los Angeles dated 4/1/80. 


For information of Portland, Los Angeles indices 


contain no reference to the California Institute of Criminology 

io eee eRe eI] It was determined through 
observation that the California Institute of Criminology 

is located at the above address, which is in a run down section 
of the Los Angeles area. From observation of Suite 519, 

it does not appear to be a bonafide law enforcement agency 

and it appears to be a private school. Inquiry at the Los Angeles 
Police Department (LAPD) failed to locate anyone who has ever 
heard of the institute. 


- Portland oh 
Seattle (164-81) 
~ Los Angeles 


JCA/dmg 
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“ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


— 
A ABy 7 ie, Date of transcription 
1 . } — 4/23/80 
Charlotteville, Virginia, 
elephone number furnished the following information 


* ¥elating to the D. B. Cooper Skyjacking case under investigation 
by the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI). ‘ 


viewed a television program entitled "In Search Of" 
which is broadcast weekly on Sunday nights. She noted one of the 
recent broadcasts reviewed the D.B. Cooper Skyjacking case and in 
the presentation a composite picture of Cooper, made from 
information furnished by witnesses was displayed. 


_ stated the_composite picture was wi ut question 
in her min picture of John 


Scott Maze? who died in Scottsdale, Arizona, of a heart attack, in 
November, 1974. . 


she believes is currently residing with 
Tempe, Arizona, 
ohn Scott Maze. 


[_“Jreiated John Scott Maze, at the time of his death, 
resided in a trailer home at 1149 North 92nd Street, Scottsdale, 
Arizona. She noted that John Scott Maze had been employed by 
AiResearch, Phoenix, Arizona, as an engineer for twenty years 
prior to being fired in the middle 1960's for being an alcoholic. 

. She continued after he was fired, he never held any 
meaningful employment to her knowledge up to his death. She 
added after he was fired, he used to disappear for two or three 
months at a time and just go out into the wilderness of Oregon and 
the state of Washington to be by himself. 


She noted he was a "real loner“ and had as little to do 
with other people as he could. 


Interviewed @ at i 7 
virginia “~~ SE Let v. 
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusion ‘of. 


It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency;i 
contents are not to be distributed outside your agency;seratze 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Memorandum 


to : SAC, SEATTLE’ PATE: 4/16/80 


SAC, TAMPA (164-417) (RUC) Uv 


bé 


Sang 7 LF 
SUBJECT: UNSUB, aka Jo -¥| [By NB 7 ) ) 
D.B. Cooper, : é 

Dan B. COOPER 


HIJACKING OF NORTHWEST FLIGHT 305, 3 


11/24/71 ; 
SAA~AIR PIRACY (A). , pA es 
— ote oud si 


FUGITIVE (A) 


Re Tampa telephone call to Newark, 3/13/80. 


Enclosed for Seattle and Newark is one copy of 
newspaper article appearing in “Daily News-Chief Newspaper” 
Winter Haven, Florida, 2/13/80, captioned "Hey, D.B. Cooper- 
we found your money." 


It should be noted by receiving offices, above 
enclosed newspaper article which appeared 2/13/80 in 


newspaper at Winter _Haven, Florida. s; basis which prompted 
telephone call of Oo FBI, Tampa. 
38. 4/20/80, [es ee] bre 
Winter Haven, Florida, employed Chain O'Lakes 
Marina, 1006 South Lake Howard Drive, Winter Haven, Florida, 


was contacted per his telephonic request directed to FBI, 
Tampa, on 3/13/80. [= =< fereosaed the following 


information: , Sup Ll 


@- Seattle (Enc. a pa W418 il - 

{Enc. : PSEARCARDN Ap. INDEXE i bé 

i - Tampa SERIA 7 “4. — 

TRS /tgd 
(5) 


Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan DB Cooper-26441 
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For approximately 2 years, in i71,L  —«ds was 
employed as a for the Westfield, New 
Jersey, Police Department. During November, 1971, at 
Westfield, the 

Westfield, New Jersey. 
Subsequentlh investigation resuited in 


IO No. and in view of 
these circumstances, this murder became notorious through- 
out thé northeast. alleged that he was good 
fxiends with Westfield Police 


Department, who actually found the bodies of the various 
s a result, 


and, a | 
»through his association with became closely asso- 
clated with the 


According to veral weeks after above 
cr 

4 
door sedan, was located abandoned at the Newark, New 
Jerse aizport, and no pertinent information regarding 
[ iocation whereabouts has been determined since 
November, 1971. . 


According tL sid at the time of the abdove 
murders,[_ was approximately 47 yrs. of age, and was 
reportedly an ex-paratrooper, U.S. Army, during World War 
Ir. continued that even though he has terminated 


his employment with Westfield, New Jersey, Police Depart- 
ment, the notoriety _ of the and: the suspicious 
disappearance of has continued to intrigue 


him. 
L__Jcontinuea that on Feb. 13, 1980, a 
newspaper article appeared in the "Winter Haven Daily News- | 


Chief" regarding the location of money connected with the 
unknown subject, aka, D.B. Cooper incident at Seattle, 
Washington, during November, 1971. The newspaper also 
featured an artist's conception drawing of UNSUB, aka, 
D.B. Cooper, and whenever Po] observed this compo- 


site, he immediately thought that Cooper was possibly 
identical to This identification was 
possible in view considered and Cooper's 


physical description to be similar was an ex-paratrooper, 
U.S. Army, during W.W. II, and disappeared from the 
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new sniracles. 


danssen dies 


@ SANTA MONICA, Calif. (UPI) — 


Screen actor-TV star David’ - 
Jansson dled of a massive heart 
attack at his P&atibu Beach home 
today. He wos 43: : 
£ A family spokeaman sald ‘ihe 
dark-haired star of tha TV series, 
The Fugitiva” and\‘more* 
“recently, “Harry O,5.Suffared a 


& 
coronary attack about 4 a, Mm: and... The three” bundles sof weathered. 


was teken to Senta Monica‘ 
gerprgotiey hogpital My fone’. 


fe Projouncad dzag. . 
is tang-time {8nd and, te! low 


acted, Stuart yrntiman; 


‘amotg the first to know of his. ‘ 


Aeath this moming when he- 
drove paat the Janssen’s.beac 
home at 4:20 a.m. to find 


paramodic and fire trucks parked 


nt tha hae 


sno River , ave “that. 


* now in try’ ig to Yocate D. Cooper 
Tr any remains that might be in the 
area,” hesaid. —~ 

The money wasY discovered 
Sunday by. young Brian-1 sIngram 
“beneath a layer of*. sand. ag his 
“family picnieked along the’ 
Columbia, five miles Hoxthwest of, 


told reporters Tuesday he was 
preparing a fire when his son ‘ran { 
up and said ‘Wait a minute, Daddy.” + 
(He raked a place out in the sand and 
there it was." 


‘See COOPER, Page 8A 
- | Column3 " 


By BQB BAUH 
Agsociated Presa Writer 


PORTLAND, Ofe. (AP) = 


year-old boy has uncovered part of : a 2 Abus 
a ransom missing since the only Howard’ and Patricla 
wngolved hijacking inp. Ingram of Vancouver, 


but officials say the wher 
ofithe legendary: shy pirate D Be 
Cooper are stilt atter of 
conjecture. 


“Wash,, sit with the monoy 
found by their son, Srian, 
Above Is an artiot’s 

a concept efihe 
mysterious hifacksr who 
became a fotk hero” 


$20 bills found along the Columbia 
of ...evidence: 

uncovered singe: “Thanksgiving ev 
1971, when Cooper bailed out of a je 
over southwestera Washington ith 
$209,000 tind tohia waists 4: 
Ht was the first case ola hi jacking 
, for money. 
The FBI on™ ‘tuesday. identified 
the cash through serial numbers, 
[Dill Baker, special agent In’charge 
‘of the Portland FBI office, sald the 


3 POIK 
iallers 


resign 


By BRAD SICKLES 
News-Chief Staff 


BARTOW “ ‘Three Polk County 
Jail corrections officers have been 
forced to resign and a fourth 
corrections officer is expected to 
quit as the Polk County Sheriff's 
Department's Special 
Investigations Division conchides 
an investigation inta the smuggling 
of drugs inte the jail. 

Polk County Sheriff Louie Minis 
said Tuesday that corrections 
officers Bill Combec,~ 21, of 
Lakeland, Gene Teske, 21, of Fort 
Meade and 44-year-old James 


_ Reynolds were given the option of 


submitting resignations or being 
fired for falsifying informatica on 
their employment applications, A 


“fourth jailer” has’, not “yet” been 


identified. 

“Tt came to the attention of the 
department two weeks ago that 
there might be drug dealing in the 
jail involving some jail employees 


‘as well as some of ‘the inmates.” 


said Sheriff's’ Department 

spokesman Steve Hulgey. 
According. to Hulsey, the 

denartmont's’ Special 
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SAC, MOBILE 4/14/80 


GAG, DEEROIT (464115) RUC 


a 
” UNSUB, aka UB. Re} 
B.B. Cooper — 
Aircraft Piracy 
00: -Portland 


a 


on 4/7/80 , bé 
flint, Michigan, telephone number contacted the 7. BTC 


Flint "Resident Agency. 


advised he recently saw a composite . b6 
drawing of subject im a newspaper _sto ears he knew | prc 
the individual depicted therein. |} stated he has 
not seen this man ca 1956, bub from ii 1995 ST 


now in her early 30's, 
now in her late 20's. . 


advised[ _|]spent time in a Federal. bs 
in Kilby, Ala ing released in approximately bic 
He added that always wore dark glasses, had 


been in and out of trouble and frequently spoke of getéing 
‘just one big score”. He was not aware of whether or not 
CoA couia use a parachute, out stated he did serve in the | 
Armed Forces in Korea. 


Telephonic contact with personnel at Talladega PeisosS UB cL 
in ‘Alabama determined that KILBY is a State Prison and is loca~ 


ted near Mobile. Y= B\- 
EAD SEARCHED...  Iupexw 


MOBILE DIVISION 
ene [ APR 24 1980 
A@ XUIBY, ALABAMA: ta. 

Fit - 


WiLL attempt to identizgyL__ now—in. on re 
early 50's, through records of tr ison at Kilby. Wilh. c 
thereafter _abtemps Go tocate| hs een 
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TO 


SUBJECT: 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Memorandum ; 


SAC, SEATTLE (164-81) 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


DATE: 4/13/80 


NORJAK; . Suds O35 
py _ 


Kelso, telephone 
stated the following. 


On April 12, 1980, while watching a television : 
program about, ,D.B. COOPER, he recalled an old friend, 
MIKE MARDEN JM MARTIN Looked very much like COOPER. He 
was an expert parachuter and had extensive military 
training in it. He also new Washington state very well. 


further stated MARTIN worked for the Bonne- 
ville Power Administration, Longview, Wa. five years ago. 
He lived in Vancouver, Wa. 


Two years ago MARTIN was killed in a dumpster accident. 


L____Jhaa no other identifying information on MARTIN. 


Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan DB Cooper-26447 
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TO 


FROM 


SUBJECT: 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


lAemorandum 


SAC, RICHMOND DATE 4/11/80 


ATIN: S. . : b6 
CHARLOTTESVILLE RA . . pie 


SAC, SEATTLE (164-81) 


5 
CAA HITACK (A) Sun & 


00: Seattle 
Bufile 164-2111 


Enclosed are four (4) artists composites, 
two black and white, and two color, depicting the 
NORJAK unsub, aka DAN COOPER, D.B. COOPER, with and 
without glasses. 


THE CRIME 


On November 24,.1971, a lone white male 
boarded Northwest Orient Flight #305 at Portland, 
Oregon. At approximately 3:22 P.M., while the flight 
was en route to Seattle, Washington, he indicated to 
the stewardess that his brief case containéd a bomb 
which would blow up ‘the plane unless his demands were 
met. 


fhe hijacker demanded $200,000 and four 
parachutes in exchange for the safety of the 36 
passengers aboard the plane. When the aircraft landed 
at Seattle, Washington, Northwest Orient Airlines 
complied with his instructions. After he received the 
parachutes and the money, the hijacker allowed all 
passengers and two airline stewardesses to deplane. 


7 He then ordered the remaining crew members — « 
into the first-class section of the aircraft and 
informed them he desired to fly to Mexico City. The 
hijacker instructed that the plane proceed in a 
southerly direction and fly at a low altitude and slow 
speed which would enable the rear door of the plane 
(Boeing 727) to be opened during the flight. 


BU 


Buy U.S. Savings Bonds. Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 
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SUBJECT: 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


i: FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Memorandum 


SAC, DALLAS : ATE; 4/3/80 


ATTN: SA . b6 


ABILENE RA a a prc 
SAC, SEATTLE (164-81) , : 


. Din: . 
NORJAK AVR eA 
CAA-HIJACK (A) . : 
00: Seattle 

Bufile 164-2111 


Enclosed are four (4) artists composites ,- 
two black and white, and two cdlor, depicting the 
NORJAK unsub, aka DAN COOPER, D.B. COOPER, with and 
without glasses. . 7 


THE CRIME 


On November 24, 1971, a lone white male 
boarded Northwest Orient Flight #305 at Portland, 
Oregon. At approximately 3:22 P.M., while the flight 
was en route to Seattle, Washington, he indicated to 
the stewardess that his brief case contained a bomb 
which would blow up the plane unless his demands were 
met. 


The hijacker demanded $200,000 and four 
parachutes in exchange for the safety of the 36 
passengers aboard the plane. When the aircraft landed 
at Seattle, Washington, Northwest Orient Airlines 
complied with his instructions. After he received the 
parachutes and the money, the hijacker allowed all 
passengers and two airline stewardesses to deplane. 


He then ordered the remaining’ crew members 
into the first-class section of the aireraft and 
informed them he desired to fly to Mexico City. The 
hijacker instructed that the plane proceed in a 
southerly direction and fly at a low altitude and slow 
speed which would enable the rear door of the plane 
(Boeing 727) to be opened during the flight. 


1 + Dallas 


- ~ Seattle : : . 
a 


; Sup UY 
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ro : Sac, INDIANAPOLIS 


FROM : SAC, SALT LAKE CITY (164-259) (P) 
SUBJECT: NORJAK (A) 
(00: SE) 


BULile: 164~21112 


Re Albuguerque teletype to § 


on 2/28/30, Fd . 
Brigham City, Utah, telephone advised he had 


seen the composite drawing of D. B. Cooper_in the Ogden 
Standard Examiner newspaper on 2/13/80. [____] said the 


picture R etly lik ege roommate of his 
naned He pnd et eee roommates at 
Brigham Young‘University (BYU), Provo, Utah, bot. 

raduated A | which ig_the last time he saw 
ee advised that while is obviously older now, 
when he last saw if had aged a little, . 
CL] believes mow is a good lookalike for 


D. B. Cooper, 


[J advisea[_____] would be approximately 


43 to 45 years old and is approximately 6'1" talZ, had 
light brown hair, and blue_eyes, he believes, ar 
said he does not know e] has a middle name, bw 
advised went to a high school in some smali town 
in indiana, arents were Living in Chicago, 


Illinois, while was at BYU. advised he 
dees not know the parents name or address. He advised 


2 - Indianapolis : , . . Aub c 


gmx Chicago \ 
@p Seattie (164-61) 
2- Salt Lake City 


SEB /vkt 
(8) 
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AIRTEL 

4/1/80 
TO: SAC, LOS ANGELES (164-497) 
FROM: SAG, PORTLAND (164-41) (P) 


6253 TOLLYWOOD BLVD., SUITE 519 


CALIFORNIA INSTITUTE OF CRIMINOLOGY ‘ a 1s) a 
AaBs:.GN, 
HOLLYWOOD, CALIFORNIA 90028 a“ 


NORJAK . 

G0; SEATILE . Re 

California —— - = . NGET a 
California, telephone by Letter dated 


3/25/80 to the Portland Office advised his agency was 
proposing to do a scientific case study of the NORIAK case, 
which he described as’ one of the most renoun cases of the 
twentieth century, and was requesting permission from the 
Bureau. . 


Before a reply is sent tof ae Los 
angeles is requested to expeditiously advise whether the 
California Institute of Criminology is a bonafide Law 


enforcement agency and any other information of interest 
in possession of Los Angeles. . 


~2 Los Angeles 


1 Seattle (164-81) 


“I Portland 


RSGslam 
4 
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ry 


SUBJECY: 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT ° 


Memorandum 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


SAC, LOS ANGELES DATE: 3/26/80 
ATTN: SA : 


SAC, SEATTLE (164-81) 


NORJAK e | 5; Dub vu 


CAA-HIJACK (A) 
00: Seattle 
Bufile 164-2111 


‘Enclosed are four (4) artists composites, 
two black and white, and two ecdlor, depicting the 
NORJAK unsub, aka DAN COOPER, D.B. COOPER, with and 
without glasses. 


THE CRIME 


On November 24, 1971, a lone white male 
boarded Northwest Orient Flight #305 at Portland, 
Oregon. At approximately 3:22 P.M., while the fiignt 
was en route to Seattle, Washington, he indicated to 
the stewardess that his brief case contained a bomb 
which would blow up the plane unless his demands were 
met. 


The hijacker demanded $200,000 and four 
parachutes in exchange for the safety of the 36 


passengers: aboard the plane. When the aircraft landed ; 


at Seattle, Washington, Northwest Orient Airlines 
complied with his instructions. After he received the 
parachutes and the money, the hijacker allowed all 
passengers and two airline stewardesses to deplane. 


He then ordered the remaining crew members 
into the first-class section of the aircraft and 
informed them he desired to fly to Mexico City. The 
hijacker instructed that the plane proceed in a 


southerly direction and fly at a low altitude and slow 


speed which would enable the rear door of the plane 
(Boeing 727) to be opened during the flight. 


1 ~ Los Angeles 
@- Seattle 
JKM 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


TO 


FROM 


SUBJECT: 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Memorandum 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


' 


SAC, KNO: DATE: 3/26/80 
“ATTN: SA : 


SAC, SEATTLE (164-81) 


NORJAK 
CAA~HIJACK (A) . Aub u 


00: Seattle 
Bufile 164-2111 


Enclosed are four (4) artists composites, 
two black and white, and two cdlor, depicting the 
NORJAK unsub, aka DAN COOPER, D.B. COOPER, with and 
without glasses. 


THE CRIME 


On November 24, 1971, a lone white male 
boarded Northwest Orient Flight #305 at Portland, 
Oregon. At approximately 3:22 P.M., while the flight 
was en route to Seattle, Washington, he indicated to 
the stewardess that his brief case contained a bomb 
which would blow up the plane unless his demands were 
met. 


The hijacker demanded $200,000 and four 
parachutes in exchange for the safety of the 36 


passengers aboard the plane. When the aircraft landed 


at Seattle, Washington, Northwest Orient Airlines 


_ complied with his instructions. After he received the 


parachutes -and the money, the hijacker allowed al] 
passengers and two airline stewardesses to deplane. 


He then ordered the remaining crew members 
into the first-class section of the aircraft and 


. informed them he desired to fly to Mexico City. The 


hijacker instructed that the plané proceed in a 
southerly direction and fly at a low altitude and slow 
speed which would enable the rear door of the plane 
(Boeing 727) to be opened during the flight. 


L.~. Knoxville. : 
-~ Seattle St oe 


JuKM _ 
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‘STATE OF WASHINGTON STATE PATROL 
WASHINGTON Genwral Administration Building, Olympia, Washington $8503 
Dixy Lee Roy Colonel Robert W. Landon, Chief 


March 24, 1980 


Governor 


A y 
UBS: Coy, K 
Mr. Paul L. Mack : ‘ 
Special Agent in Charge 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
United States Department of 
dustice 
915 Second Avenue 
Seattle, Washington 98174 
Dear Mr. Mack: : F Ww 
Enclosed please find a copy , re re 
correspondence regarding the solution to the D. B. Cooper case. 
We are forwarding it to your office for review. 
Sincerely, 
Ri Serbo 
COLONEL R. 4. LANDON, Chief 
RWL: tet 
Attachment 


cc: Governor Dixy Lee Ray 
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STATE OF WASHINGTON STATE PATROL 


WASHINGTON General Administration Building, Olympia, Washington 98503 


Diny Lee Ray Colonel Robert W. Landon, Chief March 24, 1980 
OvErAGr . 


be 
b7C 


Tieton, Washington 
dear| | 
We have been asked by ‘Governor Dixy Lee Ray to respond 
to your letter discussing a potential solution to the D. 8. Cooper 
case. 
We appreciate your interest; however, the investigation 
of this case is in the hands of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 


We are, therefore, sending a copy of your letter to the Federal 


Bureau of Investigation, Special Agent in Charge, Mr. Paul L. Mack. 
Please remain an active and vocal citizen. 


Sincerely, 


COLONEL R. M. LANDON, Chief 
RiIL: tet : 


cc: Governor Dixy Lee Ray 
Mr. Paul L. Mackw 


Sup 
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Do 
Found Pert of Skyjacker’s Money 


. oN 
. By Michael Sweeney ~ 
Harold Pwayne_Ingram, 28. father of the Syearold 
boy who found part of skyjackor D.B. Cooper’s ransom 
money lest month, bas beep arrested in Vancouver, 

. Wash. on a fugitive warrant from Oxahoma. 
___ The warrant charges Ingram with unlawfully remov: 
ing mortgaged properly from the state of Oklahoma —a 
felony charge that carries a maximum penalktyof three 

, years in prison, 


Edition: Final 
oe . 
IB , Title: 
e 7 oO 
SR a Character: 
. or bé 
Classification: bIC 


9s the Family That 


~ Seattle-bound Northwest Airlines plane Nov. 24, 1971. 


« Clark County sheriff's deputies arrested Ingram at * 


his rented home in Vancouver Monday afternoon. He 
was released Tuesday night after a local bail bondsman 
posted Ingram's $500 bail, sheriff's deputies said. 
Kathy Kelly, a Jegal assistant in the Clark County 
Prosecuting Attorney's office, said Ingram is scheduled 
to appear in county district court April 17 for an 
identification hearing to determine if he is, in fact, the 
stme Harold Ingram sought in Oklahoma. 
It he is, Kelly said, Odahoma authorities will have 60 


? 


a 
HAROLD INGRAM: | 
“This ts no big thing. 
At least | hope it’s 
non * vot 


ona for trial. 

ey said court documents filed by authorities in ; 
County, Okla, Jast April charge that Ingram 
vowed £316 then on a used car purchased 2 month earlier 
in MeAlester, Okla, 


| 


. ad 
‘Ibe warrant for Ingrany's arrest was filed last month, ” 


After Pittsburg County District Aftorney Don Roberts 
Fccognized newspaper photos of Ingram that circulated 
nationwide in the wake of bis family's discovery of a 
portion of D.B. Cooper's toot. 


a 


(Indicate page, nume of 
“spaper, cily and state.) p. 
m® Post-Intelligencer 

rd] Seattle, Wa. 

Date: 3/20/80 


3 


Submitting Office: Seattle 


Cooper parachtited intoa freezing rainstorm over. 
Southwest Washington witb $200,000 after hijacking a 


Ingram’s son, Brian, unearthed several thousand dol- i 
lars of the ransom money Feb. 10, as he dug a fire pit in 
the sand along the banks of the Cotumbia River down- 
stream from Vancouver. aes 

The next day, Ingram turned the money over to the } 
FBI, which announced the find with great fanfare at a . 
press conference featuring the Ingram family. aw 

“Several of us read the paper and recognized hia, , 

warrai 


Roberts told The Associated Press. “We had a 

sworn out to have bim brought back.” 
; __ Ingram’s arrest is the latest in a string of reversals 
f that have followed his family’s brief glow in the limie-§ 
j Hight. 
H Boo weeks after the money was discovered, Ingram's: 
+ wife, Patricia, reported tbat hier hushand was forced to ¢ 
j give up D2 days of pay — about $160 — in order to, 


te 


return the moncy’and attend the FBI's press conference. 
“We Hve from paycheck to paycheck, and we could: 
* sure use that $100," she told The Post-Intelligencer at the 


time. . . 
* Mrs. Ingram told The P-I that recovery of the skyjack 

loot also resulted in family strife that arose when a 
relative tried to take credit for finding the money. 

Late Saturday sight, about 35 hours before Ingram’ 
was arrested, 2 fire broke out in an upstairs bedroom of 
the Ingram home and caused $1,000 damage before * 
Vancouver firefighters could put it out, , 

Vancouver Fire Marsbal Gordon Gage said the blaze _ 
was caused by 4 short in an cxtension cord. ; 

+ And as of yesterday, Ingram had missed three days of 
work this week at the U-Cart-Concrete Manufacturing 
Co. in Vancouver. . . 

“We're trying to reach him. because we really want 
to help him,” U-Cart owner Joe Tanner said yesterday, 

‘Tanner said his firm intends to advance Ingram the 
Money “lo get this thing in Oklahoma squared away, 
“We think he’s getting 2 Lum rap.” Tanner said. . 
“Thy frors Texas, and J've got a little knowlege about 
* these Southren redneck laws that Iet a D. help busts 

nessmen collect their debts,” he suid. 
“Tve been" told be (ngram) has been making pay. 
sments on this car loan, and he's only a ‘coup! ~ 
SEARS 


payments behind,” Tanner said. ROH 4 Siem 
SERIALIZEO..4 
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PD-350 (Rev. 12-5-78) 
ay 


over! 


By CYNTHIA TANK 

ca * Columbian Staff Writer . 

+ “TE bate to think the thoughts people will be 
thinking about me all over the United 
States,” said Harold Dwayne Ingram as he 
sat in his boss's office Thursday afternoon, | 

The 28-year-old Vancouver resident said he 
now regrets his 8-year-old son.Brian’s finding 
of D.B. Cooper's hijack ransom money last 

“month, . 

“I regret it for myself, but not for Brian,” 
who, he said, has enjoyed all the attention. 

Brian and his family made national 
headlines after a family outing on a 
Columbia River beach near Vancouver Feb. 
10 turned into a major media and FBI event. 
Brian was preparing ‘a campfire when he 
scooped out about $5,000 of the $200,000 
Cooper had dernanded and received before 
jumping out of an airliner in 1971. 

Since last month Ingram has: 

© Lost 1% days pay — about $100 — 

; order to return the money and attend an FBI 
press conference. 

& @ Watched as a fire caused about $1; vr) 
lamage to the upper floor of his home at 
509 Markle St. Saturday. 

© Been arrested Monday on an Oxlahoma 
warrant alleging he left that state unlawfully, 


Taree 


Sune. BLL Jha% 


(eo 


(Mount Clipping in n Spoce Below) 


Worst ma y be 


. with mortgaged property =~ a car. 


Officials in Oklahoma said they recognized 
Ingram from newspaper photographs that 
appeared after the famous find. Ingram had 
been wanted for about six months before the 
story first appeared in the paper, they said.’ 

The warrant was issued because Ingram 
allegedly is behind in payments for his car. 

“IT have every receipt,” Ingram said 
Thursday. “I don't have a payment due on 
that car until the 20th of next month: ” 

“T feel confused, really confused,” Ingram 
said Thursday. “And I feel pretty untucky. 
I'm not angry; I’m kind of hurt. I really care 
what people think about me.” 

Ingram said he bought his car from a new 
car salesman, paid $200 or $300 down, and 


arranged for financing. He said he notified . 


the finance company when he and his family 
moved here from Oklahoma last winter. 

His arrest Monday was an unhappy 
surprise, he said. 

“Thad no idea Thad a “warrant on mé,” he 
said. “That's obvious, or 1 wouldn't be 
flashing my face all over the world.” 

He might have been late with a payment or 
two, he said, “but rich people do that, too, 
don’t they?” -~ 


But things were looking up for Ingram 


Yd 


Zi 


(ngasate page, name of 
aper, cily and state.) ps AL 


Date: 
Edition: 


‘Title: ~ 
Character: 


Classification: 
Submitting Office: 


. to July on the car, Tanner said. ' 


. Was unavailable for comment this morning. 


-oLumbian 
Vancouver, 


3/21/80 
Final. 


ion \ak 


Va. 


or 


Seattle 


today. His boss and attorney, Joe Tanner, 
said this morning he has been told by th 
Pittsburg County, Okia., district attorney thal 
that office now has verification of Ingram’g.. 
ear payments. Ingram, in fact, is paid ahead 


Tanner said a few details need to be 
worked out, but when they are the district 
attorney has told him the charges wilt be 
dropped. That will not occur until Monday, 
Tanner said he was told. The district attorney 


As for Ingram’s other bad fortune, just 
before midnight Saturday, two bedrooms,on 
the upper floor burned, and his landlord — 
who bailed him out of jail Tuesday — started 
remodeling the next day. 

Tanner, vice president of U-Cart Concrete 
Systems Ine, of Vancouver, where Ingram is 
employed, said the company is behind him. 
Tanner, a lawyer, said he will Fepresent 
Ingram without charge. 

‘Until the charges against him are dropped, 
Ingram faces an April 17 identification}: 
hearing in Clark County District Court. i 

“These people are great here,” Ingram! 
said of his fellow employees. “They want tor. 
back me 100 percent.” 

“He’s been treated unfairly,” Tanner said. +, 

see es ~ of 
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TRANSMIT VIA: + PRECEDENCE: CLASSIFICATION: ' 
(I Teletype CO Immediate () TOP SECRET H 
C Pacsimile Co Priority {C SECRET H 
~ cy ABRTEL [J Routine 3 CONFIDENTIAL } 
: (FO UNCLAS EF TO H 
(CJ) UNCLAS H 
Dato _.3/17/80 H 
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FROM: ms AC, Kare FRANCISCO (164-220) (Sq.10) (P) 


‘SUBJECT: NORJAK ° as 4 a’ 
: 00: SEATTLE Aes B, Cea ,4% 


Re San Francisco telephone call to Seattle, dated 
3/5/80. ~ 


Being forwarded to the Seattle Office is one copy 

each of the following: 
. . wv 

SN 


A ‘letter dated 2/20/80 from showing a 
xerox copy of a twenty dollar bill marked exhibit "A". 


A_xerox copy of a letter dated 3/6/80 to the FBI 
from[______]and a copy of anarticle captioned"Take the 
money and jump-how he foiled FBI} dated May 12- 18- -Berkeley 


Barb. 

As mentioned in referenced telephone call the 
San Francisco Office contacted after the receipt 
of his first letter of 2/20/80. Istated that he 


had obtained the plate of the twenty dollar bill which was 
published in the Berkeley Barb sometime in November, 1972. 


@ -seattle (Enc. 2) 
2° ~San Francisco 


DJB/ jab * 
; MAR 2.0 1980 
A d: ~ Transmlitied 1 Ber 
_ _ — sarees 
Pprove ranemiitte (Number) (Pima) ‘—e a nentablice, 


a et rg NN et RE ae neater emer eS 


. DB Cooper- 36467 
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Pprecvsored 


% ACADEMIC PUBLISHING, INC, - 
, ; Box 27 
: ‘Berkeley, California “94701 


A NON-PROFIT ACADEMIC SERVICE 
20 February 1980 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 
450 Golden Gate Avenue 


San Francisco California 


The following purports to be a copy of one of 
the twenty dollar bills taken by skyjacker "D,B. Cooper" 


when he jumped from a 727 on 24 November 1971, 


E wonder whether the serial numbers correspond 


to any of the stolen currency. 


cm ron A bUBTs, putie AAD PATE L51279635A° 


WASHINGTOS, D.C, 
jess 12 


SOPRA RSE 


BANDE Pec E RAN OEE 


~ ACADEMIC PUBLISHING, INC. 
Box 27 
Berkeley, California 94701 


7 ACADEMIC SERVICE 


A RON-PROFY 


6 March 1980 
. FEL 


Seattle Operations Office 
ofol S/F 2s 
BIC 


Here is a cppy of page 11 of the 
May 12, 1972 alledged interview with 


D.B. Cooper, . 


Confirmation of the serial number on 
the reproduced bill wijl form the basis 
of a short item in a magazine article 
I have submitted. 


I would like to know of any further 
condirmation or disputation of the 
details in the enclosed article, 


I may be reached c/o the above address, 


trstru iy 
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"* . East NovemberZ4th, 2 man identifying himself as. 
. . Cooper! parachutedfrom a Northwest Orient 
es.727 jelliner between Seattle and Reno Nevada 
with a parcel containing 10,000 twenty doliar bills which 
* was the ransommoney that had been delivered to him 
while he held the planes crew hostage at the Seattle- 
Tacoma international airport. =~ i 

The F.B.L and other state and local law enforcement 
agents assisted by companies of G.L’s from Fort Lewis 
have futilly wasted many hours and thousands of tax~ 
payers dollars looking for cooper, 

So far Cooper has successfully eluded his following 
in the same fngenfous manner that he pulled off his, 
skyjack caper, cooly slaying a safe distance away from 
danger, * .” papa ss a ry 
’ The F.B.L headquaters”in Seattle has vowed to scr- 
utinize every foot of land between the Sea-Tac airport 
and Reno to turn up clues in the case. 

Despite rewards of 5,000 dollars-by the Medias ‘* 
Fink on your Friends” programe the public has generally 
é: Cooper adoratioa and somewhat a hero status, 


anoaymous interviewer from the tice weekly 
aewspaper the ‘Seaitle Flag’ has produced a story from 

a taped interview with D.B. Cooper which is validated 
by the, presentation of one of the recorded twenty dollar 

. bils included in the ransom money,” « 


This story was run in the ‘Flag’ because the inter~ + * 


viewer was unable to send it to the ‘Post-Intellingener’ 
because they had the 5,000 dolar reward out for Coopers 
head also television stations would have requested a fape 
+ from which voice prints could possible be produced.” 
Therefore, running the story in the Flag was the only . 
olution, _* Peo atest en 
_-, Cooper “said that the witnesses description were’ off 
by about fifteen pounds and a couple of inches. Also that. 
the artist's impression were very poor. Whea asked why 
we Wis stll in Washington state he added that he felt 
At was safer to hide where no one would imagine him to , 
z4be rather then to go to some place like Mexico or South 
“| America where. the authoritieswoul ct hl 
fo rt 


“fo got rete 
3 He said he started act..al work on his skyjacking pla 
last June . The iea + «| came to him white he was 


it was a‘ calculated risk that’s why he jumped in bad 
weather and at night, alsohe waited 2 little longer than 
usual before pulling his rixord, Adding that his free 


* fall was about 5,000 of the total 7,000 feet, Which was very 


risky doing at night. 

He came down about a hundred miles away from S.W.. 
Washington contrary to the F.B.L report that he touched 
down near Vancouver Washington. 

The first thing he did oa landing was bury his chute,. 


. he was within five miles of where he had intended in an 
. evergreen wooded terrain, He credited this accuracy _ 


fo his projected calculations and his japanese watch, 
He wouldn’t say whether he had an accomplice on the. 
ground. He said he had Uved in Seattle and had once: 


DB Cooper-26471 
two parachutes he, had ordered, A stewardess came _S 
back with the money in a canvas bag to where cujar ——_. 
was holding another stewardess as hostage in the reat 
of the passenger cabin, 
Cooper checked out the loot, first thing and noticed 
that they reeked of duplicating flud, Then the stewardess 
made two more trips out on to the run way (o bring in 


the chutes. 


‘hen one of the fuel trucks pulled up...then he ord- 
ered the passengers off the plane, and everyone else inio 
the cockpit..a middle-aged, executive looking man. 
Started to push hls way back through the Hne into the 
tourist cabin. Cooper tensed up expecting the guy to try 
something herole - out he had just left tus briefcase 


on his seat and was re! 


Ywn$ MOTE 1S LEGAL TENCE 
4108 Aus DEBTS, FURUC AND PRIVATE 


512796354 


ney? 


worked at Beoing’s on the construction of the dirst 
: Boeing 727 In 1963 and got to know the 727 from the « 
Inside out, _ . 
+ The reason he was atiractedto the plan was the alignment 

ft the three Pratt & Wnilocy engines two on ihe sides % 


f the Fear fuselage and the third atthe base of the T-teil 
ssembly. Also the down-faps stalin, ed, One hundred 


was holding ‘hostage afd the three man crew was - 
clear of the plane, Buzzing the cockpit he asked the - 
captain whatiie hold-up was. Trouble with the vapor loc! 
was the answer. Ang another truck was coming, Coopar 
told the Captain: “Not mare then one fuel truck ata . 
te fabs 


te hae awantt Hes fae fewet 


Met . 

yor Said ‘that the witnesses description were off - 
uit fifteen pounds and a couple of inches, Also that - 
ist’s Impressica were very yoor, When asked why 

's sul in Washington stale he added that he felt 
safer fo hide Where no one would imagine him to * 
er them to go to some place like Mexico or South ‘ * 
a where the authoritleswould naturally expecthim 


bald he started actual work oa his skyjacking plan: - 
une. The idea had come to him while he was -” 
hg T.V. He figured that skyjackers before him had 
pols -, yith their hijacking planes, to go fo Cuba,* * 
‘isking the death penalty when all they had todo. 
harter 2 boat or go to Mexico and take a plane. 
ere} <.* oe y . aot oy 
Biated that he did it for the money, realizing that - 
ammnot merely how to get it but rather how 
away oo After making extensive preparations 
troyed. hundreds of timetables, graphs, aircraft 
ns, weather reports and pages of notes, He felt 


3 had done enough preparations fo be worth 200,000 


Hescribed jumping from a jet going 200 miles an. 
s being cold, dark, loud, windy and scarey, very 
t . . 
ad prepared to some extent with long underwear 
loves but in order to remain unnoticed onboard the 
he had to sacrifice some elements of comfort, 
ld activated the stairs and opened the back door 
fefore he has over the touchdown area to confuse 
.B.l.sFinally using Kleenex for earplugs he 
H down to the tenth step and stepped off into the - 
of the wind and gravity.,.In the darkness he heard 
gines of the following planes. But he realized that 


worked at Beoing's on the construction of the first 
Boeing 727 In 1963 and got to know the 727 from the 
> Inside out, > ” : . : 
The reason he was attracted to the plan was the alignment 
of the three Pratt & Whitney. engines two on the sides 
. of the rear fuselage and the thirdatthe base of the T-tail 
assembly, Also the down- flaps stalling speed. One hundred 
_ and nine miles per hour which was risky but jumpable, 
Then also he took into account the smail crew: Three 
on the flight deck and the three stewardesses. Two 
central galleys and the wardrobes with the bvo toflets 
fo the rear, figuring that they might come in handy 
as a place ta hold a stewardess hostage. 7 
THE ACUTAL JUMP |- . + . 
First the briefcase bomb was only real in the sense 
that itworked, itwas constructed of gillette shaving cream 
. cans, painted red and rigged up with prima-cord fuses. 
(When he flashed them to the stewardesses they carried 
. out his instructions because they were well-indoctrinated 
and thoroughly trained, Also they obeyed instructions 
from Mr, Nyrop of the head of Northwest. 
Nyrop figured that it was easier to paya mere 200,000 
+ than to risk four Hves and a $5 million dollar airplane, 
Cooper could smell xeros fluid oa the money and knew 
that the twentles had been duplicated. 
He stayed close to hls original plan, only having ode 
nervous moment when he was still negotiating on the 


. ground at Sea-Tae airport, The fueling was being stalled, 

* and he was getting edgy, figuring someone was planning 
some kind of stragey in an effort to shoot him or some- 
thing, One of the pilots brought out the money and the 


YOUSAY YOU WANT A Y°7 


z 


He figured if the F.BL was goin: 
would be at Sea-Tac. Everybody but the stewardess he 
was holding hostage and the three mas crew was 
elear of the plane. Buzzing the cockpit he asked the 
captain whatthe hold-up was, Trouble with the vapor lock 
was the answer. And another truck was coming. Cooper* 


told the Captain: “‘Not more thas one fuel truck ata 


time” but eventually five fuel trucks came out, only 
three of which were able to dellver, Cooper almost blew 
his cool, he went forward to the cockpit and told the 
captain it was take off. time, and to take the plane to 


Mexico, 


The plane Was again airborn at 7:40 pm four hours 
and fourty two minutes after leaving Portland, 7 
The parachutes were unacceptable so he decided to 
jump without @ reserve chute. he cut the extra chute. 


up and used the strips to fe the money to his waist. 


Next he took the stewardess forward and ordered the 


captain to lock the door from the inside. Then he returned - 


att, closing the first class and tourist compartments 
behindhim, = - : . 

‘Then he got on the intercom and told the captain to 
hold the aircraft at 7,000 feet, and speed at 200 miles 
per hour, . 

Last he ordered that nobody, under any circumstances, 
was to attemtp ‘to make any further contact with him, 
Shortly after he jumped, - . . 

Cooper declared to the reporter that he was going to 
retire the night of the interview and head to 2n undis- 
closed destination. He said he would be back in Five years, 
thanks to ‘The Statue of Limitations!” 

aresdy Mike Noble 
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SALT LAKE CITY (164-259) ROUTINE 


“ALBUQUERQUE ROUTINE, 
BALTIMORE ROUTINE 
ST. LOUIS ROUTINE ; 
SEATTLE (164-81) ROUTINE oe 
- UNCLAS 7 . 


NORJACK (A), 00: SEATTLE (BUFILE 164-2111).- 
RE SALT LAKE CITY TEL TO ALBUQUERQUE MAR 7, 1988. 


FOR INFO OF MINNEAPOLIS, ON MAR 5, 1989, re a 


croveet inewtity),[ ow tana, 


ADVISED BUTTE OFFICE HE WAS WATCHING TELEVISION PROGRAM 
"GOOD MORNING AMERICA” WHEN HE OBSERVED IT SHOWING COMPOSITE 


OF D.B. COOPER,. L_| apvIseD COMPOSLTE STRONGLY ‘RESEMBLED 
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FM ALBUQUERQUE (149-131) P) 
TO SACRAMENTO PRIORITY 
” sat LAKE CITY (164-259) PRIORITY 
SAN FRANCISCO PRIORITY 
“SEATTLE (164-61) PRIORITY 
BT a 
UNCLAS 


“ NORJAK (A), 00: SEATILE, BUFILE 164 
RE SALT LAKE CITY TELETYPE TO AL 


FOR THE INFORMATION OF -SAN FRANC 


cpaovect spgwmityy[ 


WONTANA, TELEPHONICALLY ADVISED BUTTE 


ae 
BUQUERQUE, MARCH 1; 198%. 


ISCO, ON MARCH 5, 1988, 


OFFICE HE WAS WATCHING 


TELEVISION PROGRAM, “GOOD MORNING , AMERICA,” WHEN HE OBSERVED 


SHOWING OF COMPOSITE OF D. B. COOPER. 
STRONGLY RESEMBLES ONE 


BROWN ADVISED COMPOSITE - 
A FORMER ACQUAINTANCE 


[Jusrecarrén Location iv[7 __] AT THE LaTTER Location, 
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PAGE FOUR’ AG 149-131 UNCLAS 
EYES, MEDIUM BUILD, WAVING =o POSSIBLY ON HIS 


a 


DESCRIBING HIM, SHE ALSO USED THE TERMINOLOGY TO INDICATE 


THAT HE IS VERY AVERAGE LOOKING AND THEREFORE DIFFICULT To 
DESCRIBE. , ; ot 


: 
[_Jauso satp raat tuz.omny[7 Tas. 


WHOM HE WOULD POSSIBLY CONTACT, Iu aDDITION ToL _|IS H 


CURRENTLY RESIDES AT OROVILLE, CALIFO 


owe tavepuoue [reel id 
SHE THoueHT cuRReWtLyY[ 


VALLEJO, CALIFORNIA. SHE SaID[ [HAS A BOYFRIEND NAME 


cpnoneticn[ | sad paB8Lo, CALIFORNIA, AND HAD A HOME TELEP 


Is 


RNIA, 
HO 

a 

D 


HONE 


. off —=«dzd; sk Taouent[_ xa SINCE wove FROM 


“THIS ADDRESS, BUT STILL HAS THE SAME. HOME TELEPHONE NUMBER. 


SHE ALSO COMMENTED THaTL——S—S—S—S~—~—SCSCSCSCSCSCSCSY ORK AS 


aL J aT THE INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT AT SAN FRANCISCO, 


CALIFORNIA. , ° 


SACRAMENTO AT VALLEJO, CALIFORNIA: WILL ATTEMPT TO LOCATE 
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, UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


= memorandum 


4 
at en IINNEAPOLIS (164-73) (RUC) 


ee sash ’ > = 
(00: SEATTLE) AuBs ‘ie ate K 


vo, SAC, SEATTLE (164-81) 


DATE: 


Enclosed for information of Seattle are 
the original and one copy of an FD-302 and the 
: original interview notes reflecting investigation 
H conducted by Minneapolis. 


_ For information of Seattle, Minneapolis 
was telephonically advised on 2/12/80 that an 
individual who resembled a photograph shown on 
television of B. B, COOPER was residing at 2611 

ao Central Avenue, Minneapolis, Minnesota. The caller 

| had no reason to believe that this individual was ° 

D. B. COOPER other than the individual’ s physical 

resemblance. 


Inasmuch as there appears to be no further 
investigation outstanding in this matter for the 
Minneapolis Division, this case is considered RUC. 


ARMED AND DANGE, 
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Fe. SEATTLE 


Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 


OPTIONAL FORM No. 10 
(REV, 7-76} 

GSAFPMR (41 CFR) 105-11. 
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FD-36 (Rev, 5-22-78) : { noe 1 
* FBI ; H 
TRANSMIT VIA: PRECEDENCE: CLASSIFICATION: 
(2 Teletype (Cj Immediate {3 TOP SECRET ! 
{CT Facsimile (Cl Priority . 0 SECRET H 
oO (CI Routine (7) CONFIDENTIAL H 
(Q UNCLAS EF TO H 

. (CO UNCLAS H 

AIRTEL 2/26/80 ! 

. Date Hy 


TO: SAC, PORTLAND 
rroné (( SAC, ALBANY (164-NEW) (RUC) 


US, 
SUBJECT: UNSUB; ‘ Auas } 
D.B. COOPER 

GRIME BOARD AIRCRAFT © 
LPT ; 
On 2/13/80, . 
Whitehall, New York, advised that he observed the photograp: 
of unsub in connection with recent newspaper publicity and 
he and his family members believe the photograph bears 


stron resemblance to 
pe he advise 


number to be 


Air Force serial 


dyised that little is known regarding 
since approximately 1950. 
served in the U.S. Air Force and ‘was al 


Following his 
discharge, he was believed to reside in Texas and “known to 
engage _in a 


whereabouts. No contacts een made in the 1970's and _ 
has knowledge of L___——sdiJ whereabouts or 
activities prior to the mid 1960's. . 


The above submitted to the 00 for elimination 
purposes or further investigative leads at the discretion 
of the 00. 


C2dportiana 


1-Albany 
EFC:njd 
(3) 


Approved: Transmitted 


(Number) ft FB} Pet ATE = 
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e LOUIS PRIORITY 


an 


EATTLE (164-61) ‘prronity met ; oO 
BT , ; i 
uNeLaS 
ROR AK ds 00: SEATTLE, BUFILE 164-2111. 
" F0R INFORMATION BALTINORE, $1. LOUIS, AND SEATTLE, OM 


mrcx's, 1983,[ _____] caorect mewn, . PS 
| HONTAMA, TELEPHOMICALLY ADVIGED BUTTE OFFICE’ - “7 B7D 


HE WAS WATCHING TELEVISION PROGRAM, “ACOD MORNING, ANERICS »" 
UREN NE OBSERVED sKowree OF composite or p. 8. cooper. [| 


ADVISED COMPOSITE STRONGLY RESEuBLES ol] _ 


CPHONETIOD 5 A FORMER AcaUALNTALICE WITH WHON HE Hal] 
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SAC, MINNEAPOLIS (164-73) (P) 


~ NORJACK 
00: SEATTLE 


SAC, OMAHA 


ay 
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jee el 
Willmar, Minnesota, telephone number 


advised that artist's sketch of Unsub 
he had recently seen on Minneapolis television station 


looked ver 
ast named 


of him in the past te 
a Vietnam veteran, 


and 
the world owed him something for this. He ee 
was a parachutist in the military, was very atl 
did not do well scholastically. 


years ago, 


similar to an individual he had known in the 
lie explained that he attended 


Worthington, Minnesota, 


but has not see heard 
He advised that was 


vather anti-social and he had heard. him use first names 


other than his true first name. 
would now be approximately 36 years oid. 
from Lyon County, Iowa, and lived 


Towa. Hip did not know his mailing a 
father's first name, but feels that the local 


Sheriff would know them. 


L__|statea that he had not thought off id 


He estimated that 
This 


ress, & canno 


as being identical with Unsub, til he saw the 


artist's sketch. 


feels that 


the same description and the personality to commit this 


act and he would not be surprised if he is identical with 


Unsub. 


On 2/12/80, 


Brookiyn Center, Minnesota, teYephone number 
advised that the apartment manager at : 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, looks Like the photograph shown on 


television of D. B. COOPER. He gave a description of the 


apartment manager as 5'8", brown hair, approximatcly 37 


2,.~ Omaha 
- Seattle (164-81). 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (164~211) °- ; 2/26/80 
{ATTH: PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICE) ' 


GEE. PORTLAND et (P) . 
, Syes, GM 


NORJAK — 
00: Seattle 


Enclosed for the Bureau is one packet of newspaper 
articles collected at Portland, Oregon, 


Yhe enclosed articles are typical of those 
appearing in most major newspapers in the State of Oregon 
following announcement of the location of a portion of. 
the ransom received by the subject in this matter. 


he media contacts on this matter by personnel 
of the Portland Division during the period 2/12-25/80 included 
oné press conference, 26 television appearances, and a . 
multitude of recorded radio appearances. 


- Bureau (Enclosure) 3 : - 
- Seattle : 
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HORJAK (#05 00: SEATTLE. BUPLLE | 164-21ite 

ON HARCH 5, i9a,[__ {PROTECT roeartt_] 

sorta reLeryons |____] teLepyow~ -. 


CALLY ADVISED HE WAS WATCHING THE ay PROGRAM "00D MORNING: P 


ANERICA" TODAY YHEN HE OBSERVED A SHOWING OF a COWPOSITE OF . 
G. 8. cooper. ___]abVIsep THE couposi Te stkona.y REStHBLES 
OBE 
HE. HAD 
UNRECALLED Location inf] ai THE LATTER LocaTION THE 
gop ravolven.—™—~—SsSSCSdY:SC 
tol SSO™~™OCCSCSCSC*Wd‘OR WEED UCLA 
at{_ in tue samy [____Janp at xinascott copper 
coupasy,[ | ix agouT [7 stateo_]ns A dl 


COCKY TNDIVIDUAL WHO TALKED GF HIJACKING PLANES AND INDICAT 


HE LAST Say MM ATTN i976. 
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CARTY ON NBG NETWORK TELEVISION SHOW "TOMORROW," £269 A.M., MARCH be a 


| 1989. INTERVIEWS WILL DEAL“ WEIR HIS CAREER DUERALL » ARB HIS pA eA é 
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TO DIRECTOR PRIORITY* 

SEATTLE (164-81) PRIORITY 

BT — ; ; : 7 
URCLAS Se ne sO ; Oe 
ATTN. PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICE ; 
RALPH P. KIMBELSBAGH CFORMER SA), APPEARANGE ON RBC AND ABC NETWORK 
TELEVISION PRGGRAMSs MEDIA RELATIONS « 


RALPH P. HINHELSE ACH» WHO RETIRED AS ‘A BUAGENT ON PEBRUARY 295° 
1936, ADVISES HE KAS ACCEPTED LNVETATIONS. TO APPEAR at NEW YORK 


4, 1986; AND ABC SHOW "GOOD MORNING AMERICA," 8345 Astle, MARCH 5, 


ASSOCIATIO HOWITH BUFILE 164-2111, ENTITLED "HOR JAK cays CO; SSEATILE.” 
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say heart opie 


. . FBI . 
TRANSMIT VIA: PRECEDENCE: . CLASSIFICATION: 
Cj Teletype**  -* CI Immediate (2 TOP SECRET 
{J Facsimile {2 Priority (2 SECRET 
CyAIRTEL * y Routine : ( CONFIDENTIAL 


(2 UNCLAS EF TO 
(3) UNCLAS 
Date 2/22/80 


Approved: 


TO: SAC, MIAMI 
‘ 


PROM: SAC, SAN FRANCISCO (164-220) (P} (Sq. 10) 


BIC 
_ SUBJECT: NORJAK {A); 
00: SEATTLE ~~. 


res Sus & 
on 2fas/e0, vs 
San Mateo, California advised thé San Francisco Office that pre 


he just saw a composite photo of D.B. Cooper on television 
i i i an individual who 
namely 


[J saia, 

Force in World War II and 

well as being involved in the 

ing the Air Force he became and was working © 
in Seattle at about the time oF instant matter. Thereafter 
left Seattle and moved to Miami, Florida and now lives 


Ss. Air b6 
area as BIC 
After leav- 


near Miami, 
Florida. 

at times bs 
and is He advised that pic 


[___|was a WMA, about 60 years old, Pee gee 150-160 


pounds. short brown hair with a touch of grey, 
“Bo Miami . . 
Seattle (164-81) " \Wwel- 1 


2- San Francisco 


A : SEARCHED. 

DIB/jn : eA 

(6) } 
2. 
4 
5 epee 

‘Transmitted Per - — 

: ‘umber? (Time) 
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(Urdicate page, name of 
e » sity and state, 
aeprngeee alan 


Longview, Va. 


Date: 2/27/80 
He Edition: 


Cooper book could 
blend fact, fantasy : 


OOK FOR a book or two on D.B. Cooper to show up in 
the next few weeks or months. 


” Anows sow'ee claims a writer has secured documents 
on the case from the FBI through the Freedom of In- 
formation Act and hopes to weave a tale out of the sky- 
jacking that has kept people wondering for 8% years, 


It wouldn’t be surprising to see more than one author 
try to cash in on the recently rekindled publicity about 
the incident. Cashing in like that seems to be more in 
vogue these days than it was in isi, when Cooper disap, 


“supposition as well as fact. Sometimes it’s hard to tell the 
difference between what the writers know and what they 


“think or assume. Age 


- Some authors make no hones about mixing fact and 
fantasy. Take .44, the semifiction book about the Son of 
Sam murders in New York by Jimmy Breslin and Dick 
Schaap. Breslin and Schaap admit in the foreword to the 
book that they changed the names of the characters and 
the Sequence of events, and embellished on the-story. 


“They graphically detailed what their deranged killer 
was thinking about, for example, but it was obviously 
what the authors thought the killer was thinking. Of 
course, it added greatly to the drama of the book. 


-Breslin | and Schaap said the embellishment was 
legitimate because they wanted to recreate the “at- 


Mosphere of the murders, to Rosnay. in. fiction the eu 


devel realism. of the crimes. 


Suss. 8, Y 


peared. | el 
Authors of those kinds of books often report theory and" : 
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Aljhough the skyjacking was hardly a: as heinous atrime 
as a New York murder spree, that mixture of fact and 
fantasy might be what you'll see in the D.B. Cooper boox, 
assuniing there indeed is one in the making. The Cooper 
author would have an easy time cooking up a tale of ‘ 
where the hijacker came from and what happened jo 
him, and the story could be quite readable. 


If he has any trouble making up a story about who 
Cooper was or what happened to him, he could look piles 
of newspaper clippings that report on different people’s 
theories on the subject. But with all the leads the FBI 
says jt has tracked down, there can hardly be a lack of 
ideas about Cooper's fate. 


As far as distinguishing fact from fantasy, we hope the 
newspapers have done their duty in labeling theories as 
what they are. It would be nice if any books on the matter 
did the same. 


We probably can’t take the word of anybody but Cooper 
himself on what actually took place. Bu tg fle 5, 
FBI, which must track down every lead, ma le 
it sure is {un to guess about 
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Finder of Cooper loot 
gets frayed $20 bill 


VANCOUVER, Wash. — Eight-_ 
year-old Brian Ingram, who found bun- ° 
dies of $20 bills last week but had to 
turn them over to, authorities, has been © 
given one by the FBI. a 
The boy jumped into the national 
spotlight Feb. 10 when he discovered 
several thousand dollars of the $200,000 
ransom paid to skyjacker Dan Cooper in’ 
1971. The money, frayed around the 
edges, was identified by FBI agents 
who have deen looking for Cooper since * 
he jumped from a Northwest Orient, 
Airlines plane over Soithwest Wash- 
ington. * 
The $20 was given to the boy by 
Mike Heywood, Hough Elementary 

- School PTA president. Accompanying 
the bill was a certificate praising oe 
boy for his find. 

Since finding the money, Brian ‘and 
his parents, H. Dwayne and Patricia,” 
have been the subject of network televi- 
sion newscasts and newspaper articles. 
Saturday night, the three were satirized 
on the “Weekend Update” segment of 
the weekly television, show “Saugey: 
Night Live. . 


(indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 
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’ BTRECTOR 2 
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From Times 
SAC, PORPLAND (164=41) (2) 
Subjects fnittels 
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Apptovedt a. Gvths 


UNITED STATE! ULEARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


RPEVEHAGL Jevcce Ge de 


Is Ropty, Praane Bofert 23 
Vile fio, Yortiand, Oregon 


ae 12, 1980 Anes: bf Jevg-m k BTC 
_ PRESS RELEASE 

Arthur G. Barger, Special Agent in Charge of the 
Poderal Bureau of Investigation (FBI} for Oregon, has announced . 

a development in a oxime which began on the night of November 24, 

1971, at Portland International Rirport, Portland, Oregon, and has 
become widely known since that time as the P. B. Cooper Hijacking 

Case. 

On the night before Thanksgiving, 197, aman who gave 
the name han Cooper bought a one-way ticket on Northwest ‘Airlines 
Flight 305 from Poxytland, Qregon, to Seattle, Washington. 

Upon departing Portland International Airport, Cooper notified a 


stewardess that he was hijacking the aircraft and diaplayed to 


hor what he said was a bomb in his briefcase. the Slight proceaaded 
to Seattle, where after malnutaining a holding pattexn for several 
houre, it was poermitied te Land and vefuel. After $290,900 

and four parachutes demanded ‘by the hijacker wara brought on 

board, he released ai11 of the passengers and ali but FOUL members 
of the crew. The flight then took off and proceaded south 


through Washington toward Reno, Nevada. The hijacker instructed 


chet thea flaps and gene vemain lowered and the rear staix door 


open. As the aircraft passoad over Latieater, shinglon, cabin 
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Seattle, Washington 


. February 12, 1980 
b6 
, ee 
PRESS RELEASE RELEASE Suss. tL | ah } tee 


PAUL L. MACK, SPECIAL AGENT IN CHARGE OF THE FEDERAL 
BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION (FBI) FOR WASHINGTON, HAS ANNOUNCED A 
DEVELOPMENT IN A CRIME WHICH BEGAN ON THE NIGHT OF NOVEMBER 24, 1971, 
AT PORTLAND INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT, PORTLAND, OREGON, AND HAS BECOME 
WIDELY KNOWN SINCE THAT TIME AS THE D. B; COOPER HIJACKING CASE. 

ON THE NIGHT BEFORE THANKSGIVING, 1971, A MAN WHO GAVE 
THE NAME DAN COOPER BOUGHT A ONE-WAY TICKET ON NORTHWEST AIRLINES 
FLIGHT. 305 FROM PORTLAND, OREGON, TO SEATTLE, WASHINGTON. UPON 
DEPARTING PORTLAND INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT, COOPER NOTIFIED A STEWARDESS 
THAT HE WAS HIJACKING THE AIRCRAFT AND DISPLAYED TO HER WHAT HE SAID 
WAS A BOMB IN NIS BRIEFCASE. THE FLIGHT PROCEEDED TO SEATTLE, WHERE 
AFTER MAINTAINING A HOLDING PATTERN FOR SEVERAL HOURS, IT WAS PER~ 
MITTED TO LAND AND REFUEL. AFTER $200,000 AND FOUR PARACHUTES 
DEMANDED BY THE HIJACKER WERE BROUGHT ON BOARD, HE RELEASED ALL OF 
THE PASSENGERS AND ALL BUT FOUR MEMBERS OF THE CREW. THE FLIGHT 
THEN TOOK OFF AND PROCEEDED SOUTH THROUGH WASHINGTON TOWARD RENO, 
NEVADA. ,THE HIJACKER INSTRUCTED THAT THE FLAPS AND GEAR REMAIN 
LOWERED AND THE REAR STAIR DOOR OPEN. AS THE AIRCRAFT PASSED OVER 


LA CENTER, WASHINGTON, CABIN PRESSURE FLUCTUATION WAS OBSERVED « 


WHICH WAS LATER DETERMINED TO INDICATE HIS DEPARTURE FROM THE "AIRCRAFT 


Sus. & 
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November 29, 1979 Wh 


ey : 
Rss't Special Agent Bie 


Seattle, Office, FBI 
Seattle, Washington 98201 


Dear Sir: 


I have written a book length novel based upon the D.B, Cooper 
episode of 1971, which will be released in early 1980. 


It would be appropriate to have an authentic reproduction of the 
composit drawing of the suspect, as has been publically released 
by the FBI. 


I am therefore, writing to inquire if I could prevail upon 


you to send one to me that I could use, crediting its source 
as the FBI, 


” Very Sincerely, 


bé 
p7c 


Red Bluff, Calif 
ee 4 | SUB fo 


at 
ws, ye? my 
ee = [64- 3/-FY— 
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eh ee 8 @ UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Sat a memorandum 


SAC, SACRAMENTO (164-50) (RUC) 


REPLY TO 


(jf 


suaects NORJAK ane “SUSE etre * 
00: Seattle tage 
TH ol i 


CAA (A) MAB me 
TO: SAC, SEATTLE 


enn’ ‘or fi i £ e Division, 
-California, wads contacted at her request at her residence BIg 
on November 5, 1979, at which time she advised as follows: 
bad [eel stated that on Wednesday, October 17, 1979, 
she was watching the television show "In Seaxth Of" which 
featured a show about the 1972 skyjacking’of a North- 
western Airlines Flight, in which D.B. COOPER was involved. 


b6 
bIC 


b6 
stated that she was born and reared in the bic 


Washington town of and knew an individual in 


that town while attending high school there who she ie 
dentified as Upon seeing the com- 
posite drawing 0 on the above mentioned 


television show, it “immediately = 
posite drawing closely resembled 


L__] stated that disappeared from oe 
the Washington area sometime Bic 
in 1970-1971. According to no one knew his where~ 


abouts_until ich 
time 


Snohomish ca met _ him in a local bar, after 


[| eeseribeal as having previously had ue 
skydiving as a hobby, and that he presently lives in 


Monroe, Washington. She described him as follows: z 


Race White 
Sex Male 
Height 5" 10" to 5" 11" MB te 
Agé Presently 47 years to 48 years 


old 
6Y -ElH9S =: 
stated that_she has not seen ae approxi-~ ve 
mately 10 years, although| has_seen 


weaned £ 


rg stv 
1 Dreacete j 
. Mee DB Cooper-26511 NOV 43 1979 
(3) 8 Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 


Ye GPO: 1979 0-281-887 P.O. 4304 


4 ge ay se » 


. 1 
FBI 
TRANSMIT VIA: PRECEDENCE: CLASSIFICATION: i 
I Teletype (7) Immediate (Cj) FOP SECRET Hl 
(2 Facsimile (2 Priority (Q SECRET | 
Airtel (2 Routine (0 CONFIDENTIAL H 
(J UNCLAS EF TO | 
(CO UNCLaS 1 
. i) 
Date 1o/2e/79_ 1 * 
TO: SAC, SEATTLE (164-81) be 
b7¢ 


pron: 8 /74sac PORTLAND (164-41) {(P} 


SUBJECT: NORJAK (A) 
(00: Seattle) 
BuFile 164-2111 


ano 
As the Seattle office is aware 
of Baltimore, during December, 1976, Allen Landsberg Productions, 
Los Angeles, California, produced a documentary film concerning 
captioned case for possible use as a pilot film in a contemplated 
series which was possibly to be captioned "Still At Lande. 

This series would-deal with still uncaptured crimina and would 
feature a reward offer of $10,000. If this series did not 
materialize, it was planned to utilize the documentary film in 
the current series captioned "In Ssarepe0t.,” also produced by 
Allen Landsberg Productions and narrated by television star 
Leonard Nimoy. Upon instructions from the Bureau, the Portland 
office cooperated in the filming of this documentary, which 


filming included some footage of and commentary Py SA 
Cd Portland case agent. 


On Sunday night, 10/28/79, the "In Search Of" tele- 


vision program broadcast the above mentioned documentary con~ 
cerning this case. On 10/29/79 Hunt Valley| 
Maryland, telephone telephoned ¢. xtland 
office and ‘spoke with SAC ARTHUR G. BARGER and ne 
advised that he had observed the above 
television show and had_a_suspect in mind who may possibly be 
identical with UNSUB. — stated he desired that his identity 


be (Pee seny sumisn and that the suspect not be informed ti 


he, furnished any information concerning ee) 
u—- ~ 
- Seattle fetta ~ 
~- Baltimore J SEARCH 
2 - Portland ‘ae 
RPE: > fi 
(6) : j~ CAnr 
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Airtel 
$~-8~79 
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (164-2111) 
(ATTN: DOCUMENT SECTION, 
FBI LABORATORY) 
FROM: SAC, MINNEAPOLIS (164-73) (C) 
SUBJECT: NORJAK 


00: SEATTLE 


Enclosed for Document Section, FBI Laboratory, 
is one envelope and two letters. Enclosed for Seattle 
are Xerox copies of the letters and envelope. 


From 4-13-73 to 5-5-7939. a musical production 
was presented at the Cricket Theater at 345 - 13th Avenue 
Northeast, Minneapolis, Minnesota, entitled, "The D. B. 
Cooper Project." This production is based on titled air 
hijacking. 


The fact that two typewritten letters were 
weitten to the Cricket Theater by an individual who signed 


the letters came to the attention of the b6 
Minneapolis Office In a newapaper article dated 5-2-79 in the bIC 
St. Paul Pioneer Press. 

On 5-7-79, be 
Cricket Theater, gave these letters to a Special Agent of bic 
the Minneapolis Division for examination. Two letters and 
one envelope were received and are being forwarded to the 
FBI Laboratory. 

requested a receipt for the letters b6 
and desired their return. She further advised that numerous bic 
individuals at the theater handled the envelope and letters. 
One envelope received by the theater was lost. pias eters aa 
Ae 
~ Bureau (Enes. 3) 7 7 


- Seattle (164-81)(Encs.) 
1 - Minneapolis 
RLN:kaf (6) 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF IN*SESTIGATION 


- die 5/3/79 


. = Date of tronseription, 
be ‘ 2 | 


On this date, two letters and one envelope 
were received from the Cricket Theatre located at 


345 13th Avenue Northeast, Minneapolis, Minnesota. 
the dettere gee received fronle a v6 
at the theatre, bIc 
advised that one envelope was b6 | 
lost at the theatre and that it was postmarked Chicago BIC 


and received on the lOtH or llth of April, 1979. This 
envelope contained a short typewritten letter addressed 
to the Cricket Theatre, Minneapolis, Minnesota, and 
signed "Sincerely yours, This 
letter was obtained, The second letter_and envelope, 
which were obtained, were addressed to 

andl ———s—~—~—=*dY:COSTe:«Ccket Theatre, Minneapolis, 


Minnesota, The letterwas addressed to e Cri 
Theatre, Minneapolis, Minnesota, “Dear 
and typewritten signed 


' . 
i bY-~§ fl ~ omer 
_ 4 Minneapolis 
areutites 5/7/79 Minneapolis, Minnesota ,,,; 164-73 
5 F 
a . ‘ b6 
by. SA ska = Dote distoted 5/8/79 b7c 
This documont contolns neither rocommondotions oot conciystons ‘of the FBI, It is the property of the FBI ond It loaned 10 your agency; 


H ond Hs contents ete not lo bo disiribyled outside your agency. 
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“4/23/78 


TO: SAC, PORTLAND (164-41) 
FROM: SAC, MINNEAPOLIS (164-73) (RUC) 


SUBJECT: NORJAK (A) 
00: SEATTLE 


ReMPtelcals to Portland 3/23/79, and 3/26/79. 


Enclosed for Portland and Seattle is one copy 


each of the following: 
GP 
1. D. B. COOPER project program. |# 


2. Minneapolis Tribune article dated 4/8/78; Sw 


captioned “Legend Of A Hijacker C Comes To Cricket ea 


3. Minneapolis Tribune article dated 4/8/79, 
written by JOHN KERANS, captioned "Northwest 727 Hijacker 
Cooper Made A Quantum Leap Into Mists Of Mythology." 


4. Minneapolis Tribune article dated 4/16/78, 
captioned, "The Crickets 'DT Bs Cooper’ Is Leap In Rare 
Experience." 


on 4/13/79,'sAL____—idattendea the 
D. B. COOPER project play at the Cricket Theater, 13th ands 
University Avenues Northeast, Minneapolis, Minnesota. 
Play presently: scheduled to run through 5/5/79. No 
derogatory information relative to Bureau interests presented 
in this play or subsequent reviews of this play or newspaper 
articles. Matter RUC at Minneapolis. 


¢ * 
‘ * 4 


2.~ Portland (Encs. = 4) 
AID- Seattle (161-81) (Enes. ~ 4) 


1 - Minneapolis BAL 
RCA: kae 5 ee Os 
a WAS Sere 
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Northwest 727 hijacker 


wane as 


a quantum eer into mists 


"you ‘can’t~ ead the 
book, or you can’t find the crook— | 
then surely some speculation’s per- 
nltted. ic 

“Take the case’ of D. ‘3. Cooper, who 
. 7¥%, years ago used a bomb threat to- 
“take command of a 727 jet, then par- 
_ achuted to freedom with $200,000 &x- 
torted from Northwest Airlines. No 
trace of Cooper was ever found. Aad 
since ifs the only such wasolved 
crime in American history, you 
could say Cooper wrote the book on 
~Skyjacking. But-he. took the book, 
along. ine. night he: made his quantw 


fohn Orlock began’ to wonder abo 
D, B. Cooper a few weeks after the 
¢rime was committed. Orlock found 
-a letter purportedly from Cooper re-* 
printed in the New York Times. and 
he clipped it out. Orlock stilt has that 
clipping, though it’ citowed . with} 
age. ++. 


‘Ga the letter, Cabos in part’ 
that he had only 14 months to live 
-and that “I knew from tite start that T 
woulda’ tbe caught.”) : 


y read it and got the feeling of a: 
man who finally decided to'do some- 
thing with his life. There was a great 
Sadness and a great courage here,” 
says Orlock, his fingertips touching, 
the clipping. 5 


“it this was indeed the case, that he 
was dying—and am sure that he is 
f}ow dead—then there was a certain 
justice here, It was a haunting piece” 
qt writing. Most importantly, I could 
pel a ‘personality’ emerging.” 
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TitteeD. B. COOPER 


Character: 

or 
Classification: 164-73 
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By Mike Steele * 
Slaff Writer, «a3 


da Thanksgiving’ Eve 1971, a mit 
; mannered man using the name D.B, 
! Cooper hijacked a -Northwest Air-" 
} ines 727°and, somewhere south of 
j Seattle, parachuted. out clutching 
} 3200, 000 in $20 bills. He hasn't beca 


i seen Since, 


it was @ great “mystery and “Cooper 


i 
t Fi 
| became something~otia-folk hero.| 

! Songs were-written- about: his daz-| 
i 
i 


zling escapade and D.B. Cooper took 
his place atongside Robina Hood, 
ean Lafitte and all 

; peers. 


:gAlmost overlooked during the epi- 
‘ sode, however, was a letter received 


? took the money, he wrote, "to ga in ay 
j few fast grains of peace of mina 


Lj One who didn't overlook the lette 


gj Was playwright John Orlock. “I was| 
{ fascinated by that letter,” explained| 
! the 33-year-old writer, “especially a 
j{part where he wrote about Ilving a 
i life of agony, turmoil, hate and more] 
jjhate. It was a beautiful piece of writ- 
+ Ing, straightforward and simple, the! 
' yind of letter. a D.B. Cooper would 
, have written. Let's face it, the hijack. 
: ing was one of the preat acts of! 

} imagination of our time, the idea Jf 

, taking the money and feaving | we 
‘ y airplane up there, 


* +f clipped that lefter and’put it in my 
rf tiles for a few years. I was thinking 
about It during that time, however,| 

and it kept coming out In my mind as 

sa musical, a small cabaret musical, 

Then five years ago we performed a 

+ rough draft of it ina workshop at; 

Penn State where I was teaching. [It 

.fonly had five songs and only two Dr} 

three of those original scenes rema}n 
qiteday.” 


i 
=: Broject” W Wi 


*auring= tte Cricket ‘Theater's Jate4, . 
night works-in-progress series. It} ~ 
worked well enough that the Cricket}. 
ig presenting it on its main stage be-! 
ginning Friday through May 5, under 

~ Lou Saiernt' s. rection, ‘ 


The play; ike most of Orlock’s to 

* date, will be a comic drama, It won't 

* be the big, metaphorical statemeat 

* he'll be after but, as he put it, “just, 

; people in a situation, a look at what? 
” Jiappens wher interesting characters 
. fre placed in a situation that wil} 
neck them around. I never start 2 
ay saying, ‘| want to say this.’ It'g 
teadly. What really makes mé- 
cringe is when a playwright uses the” 
titte of the play as a metaphor In the 
play, you know, here comes the- 
Streetcar Named Desire. I look for 
character. and let metaphors find 
themselves through them,” * 


! 


Orlock's characters tend to be based 
on historical fact, then shot through)) 
with the writer's Imagination. His 
“Indulgences in the Louisvilte Har- 
sfem,” one of last year's hits at they & 


lod §l-bFF 
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[Senne oe 


1 


+ begins with logical, historical situa- 


. into surprisingly tender emotions. ». 


“The huntor is-so “important,” sald 
rOrlock, “in terms of holding an audi- 
/ence, Tf you can make them-langh 


" never get them to follow you normal- 


“a 1 


Hons and lets those situations zoo: 
through logic right off the wall, often 


they'll follow you anywhere, right 
through logic into areas you could 


ly. You simply can’t bore an andi- 
ence and move them too. I'm learn- 
ing that more and more, how to hold. 


Cricket, featured a mesmerist from 
the International Institute of Science 
and Populism, The mesmerist, it 
turned out, was mute and had to be 
accompanied by a friend who said 
alt his words for him though the. 
. ideas behind the words, we were as- 
sured, were the mesmerist’s, 


He has also written plays about a 

Man who played the organ in a Bos- 
+ ton subway station and about the 
> Golden Girl, the first female baton 

twirler to march with a college 
. Marching band, His latest play, re- 
+ cently given in the Cricket’s works- 
.. in-progress series, “Revolution of the 
: leavenly Orbs,” is about a 12th-cen- 
‘; fury French cathedral builder. 


“Jit there's one ‘thing that typifies Or- 


4 

and Costello lately,” he said. “It’s 
just absolutely primal, basic materi- | 

al, beautifully built. The "Who's on 

First?’ sketch fs to comedy what |. 

Bach is to music. I also watch old 

television series, like Sgt. Biko. It 

was well written formally and just 

needs a content injection. And I love. 


Moliere. py 


‘What I'm alter is situational com- 
edy, the kind that builds (rom char- 
acters to the point where the audi- 
ence finally says ‘Oh, no, he isn't 
really going to do that!" It takes a bit 
more time to build those situations 
as opposed to just joke humor, but 
it's so much richer.” 


“Orlock also wrote the 11 songs 1 


this, his first musical. In fact, in th; 
ator 8 
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Camille Gifford and Don Amendoiia in the Cricket T 
tion of ‘The B. B. Cooper Project.” 7 
r i 


heater’s produc, 
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1 myn mrermweemnemrnyanetmmnie metering A 


"y have a background In piano, he? 
said, “but I naven’t composed much, *: 


I did do some smail film scores.and - 
some, commercial work, but: not 
much, The ‘one song last year in 
‘Louisville Harem’ was my first the- 
ater song. § don’t think 1 can really 
describe my style. I look for theater 
music, songs that are scenes in them- 
selves. I lixe a Jot of early Kurt Weilt 
sic-bul. I'm $i. exploring, 1 


ethereal flying 


cument, perfect, 
iia 
Giiock is a native of Philadelphia 


and has taught at both Penn State 
and Boston University. He set out to 
become an actor and director but 
about nine years ago took a playwrit- 
ing course that showed him to be a 
writer of some skill, He soon won a 
Shubert Playwriting award to study 
at Penn State, where he wrote his 
first fullength play, 


“I felt the great satisfaction of hear- 
ing an audience respond," he said, 
“and found ent how nice that could 
be. 1 wrote only off and on for a 
whHe but I was getting more and 

ore reinforcement and finally hh 
jate 1973, when I began ‘D.B. Coo} 
er, I made the commitment -td 
Jaywriing.” "- , 


wiht 


i 
qI 


fr eee ree tee 
-He came to Minneapolis in’ 1975 be} 
cpuse he was tired of-teaching and 
Yad heard the theater scene wai 
promising. He and his wife loaded uy 
a U-Haul and breezed into Minneap- 
.Olis on Labor Day. He spent the first 
year selling calcutators at Dayton’s, 
by day, teaching theater at the Guild} 
of Performing Arts at-night. He 
wrote and directed a few. shows" 
there and finally, a year 3g0,. was 
named a playwrightit-residence at 
the Playwrights’ Lab. 


ork’ 

ys: Out’ ‘at ‘the Lab Work I can hear 
the piece, rewrite it and work it out. 
1 still Hke fo work this. way. Th} 

Cricket’s works-in-progress serie 

has worked aut the same way. Ish 

very nice. way to bring a play atone. 

Starting ext tail, ‘Oriock will be 
come the Cricket's literary manager 
in charge of reading new, scripts, 
helping with play selection aad, oF 
2 COUTSE, writing... 3 


“Above all,” he said, “ft, willbe a, 
steady salary. PR phase out'most of 
my teaching and be able to concen- 
trate on professional theater, In fact, 
until they asked me to take that posi- 
tton I had seriously thought about go~- 
ing back to college teaching, just to 
put bread on the table. 1 wasn't too, 
happy with those prospects. Believe 
ime, 1 feels much better. to be in the! 
theater," "7° 
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“The D.B. Cooper Project,” in its 
jjremiere production at the Cricket 


“Theatre, is a work of unique dra- 


ihatic imagination that boggles 
most conventional assessments. .4! 

Even when John Orlock’s “musi- 
cal fantasy” goes amiss, it still con- 
tinues to add up small points 
toward an impressive theatrical 
and emotional totality. «<2... 

The very concept is enough to 
make most of us shake our prosaic 
heads. Many playwrights could 
come up with some grabby story 
ideas about D.B. Cooper, the pseud- 
onym for the 1971 hijacker who 
parachuted from an_ airliner over 
Washington state and disappeared 
into legerid with $200,000 in as yet 
ie ransom money. 


hip pre-heist humdrum?_A lif 
miud-fence,:all-Ai 
murkable? Wholly: awit: oH 
large. gestures. or “commanding 


characters? And interspersed. with~ 


poignant or funny little songs?” 


I can only ask you to accept on” 


faith that Orlock’s off-beat Idea 
somehow works: It is grabby pre- 
cisely because-it does not try<to 


grab, Or pander to our dramatic ex- | 


pectations, Wisely-keeping it 
Small, almost the seed of an idea, 


« the author has created something 


able to grow and spread in any di- 
rection our own imaginations are 
able to follow. 

Orlock took his text from a let- 
ter signed “D.B. Cooper” that was 
sent to several newspapers a 
mouth after the crime. The writer, 
(whoever he was) denied being a 


professional criminal (‘I never’ 


even got a parking ticket’) but 
said: “I am no modern day Robin 
Hood,” and added, “Unfortunately, 
Ido have only 14 months to live.” 
The letter speaks of .a life that 
ad been filled with “agony, tuy- 
Moll, hate and more hate” und ek- 
lning that the extorted monqy 


ut a drama that deals only-with., childlessty 


“wa to gain’a few fast grains of 
peace of mind.” 5, us 

It is the person who would have 
written such a letter that fasci- 
nates Orlock. Happily, he was not 
Influenced by the sensational my- 


thologizing of the crime In con-- 


structing his imagined character. 
His chief interest centers on what, 


“in terms of ordinary American life,. 


some average man would regard as 
“agony, turmoil and hate,” what 
he might consider ‘‘peace of mind”* 
in facing an early death, even what 
image ofa “Robin Hood” he felt 
honor-bound to reject. - 

. So, we start with the drably 
mundane figure of Agron Tarkus, 
who runs a failing gas station in 
Camden, N.J., is unhappily and 


a-ha’ nc emo- 
"Intellectual li 


from’ high’schi 


artigd to someone : 


dé Weekend tha! 
~ [Ewo nonentity: bi a 
Oflock’s ‘ami and-original 
“Indulgences in the Louisville Har- 


m’ was a hit last season at.th 
Cricket, but this new play, by tri 
‘umphing over its very imperfec, 

Stions,-reveals a growing depth! 
sensitivity and awareness that true 
drama is created inside characters 
‘and to the degree that they are giv- 
eh functional human reailty and di-| 
mension, + ee 

It is these qualities that confer 
interest and a‘strangely urgent sig- 

-nificance on the unpromising Aar- 
on Tarkus and his dreary, associ~ 
ations--not as some’ latent 
superman but as a Joe ,Doakes 

whose. hurts and hopes are as im- 
portant to him as those of any 
towering dramatic characters. 

In the amazing hands of Don 
Amendolia, ‘Aaron almost imper- 
ceptibly emerges from a negligible 
jerk (@ whining commentary on 
he frauds and baubles of .the 
merican Dream) into “somethin! 
ke Epic pathos. He acquires ocd] 
“stature, however misguided, in h}s} 
determination finally to do at least; 
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ne thing right—even if it is too} | 


fate and even if it is wrong. In the 
rocess, in extremity, we see the 
unrecognized (or defeated) better’ 


.. feelings and possibilities that had ~: 


jain sadly fallowin him all along. 
This sounds ‘very heavy, but, 0 
ck and thé Cricket crew. dr 
on us only after Jaying a decepti 
groundwork, part frisky incon: 
quence and part commonplace hu- 
man troubles. Sy 

Fred Thompson is Aaron's busi-. 
ness partner and original “brains” 
of the hijack schemé to break them 
out of their circular hopelessness. 
Clive Rosengren is the other loud- 
mouthed boob, equally unlikely for 
such high enterprise. 

Mildly surreal staging devices 
establish the fantasy tone; All the 
props (beer cans, eating utensils, 
“things") are twice life-size; the 


people wear ghastly bargain-base-- 


ment garments in clashing colors 
and patterns; revolving backdrop 
panels inject them into changing 


times and places. “*". 

I found the music only sporadi- 
cally effective. “Betty’s Waltz,” 
sung by Jane Murray, broke my 
heart-as Aaron’s wife mourned 
dead love over a box of face pow- 
der—the long-ago last gift he had 
given her—“dought on sale.” “This 
Is My Sister” is delightful comic 
patter, the roommate coniplaints of 
sexy Camille Gifford and “plain- 
Jane” Dolores Noah—unwittingly 
involved with the hijack plotters. 

Too many of the numbers, how- 


ever, seemed irrelevant padding,’ 

and not interesting enough as sepa-} 

rate songs. Perhaps intentionally 

{to avoid slick ‘‘musicat” lyri, ' 

cism?); most were played in thet 

wreng key for individual singers; 

making the voices unmelodioust 

and words often unintelligible. y 
But, a gritty truth and deeply | 

moving humanity cut through both 

the usefully distancing whimsy | 


-and the unneeded artifice to mak 


“D.B. Cooper” a rare theater expel. 


Sc ces SE eS AGEN ca TA AOE a Ee 


DB Cooper-26528 


SAC, Seattle (164-81) (P) ‘ ; 6/13/78 


Director, FBI (164~2111) 


NORJAK 
00; SEATTLE 
PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICE 


Reurairtel dated 5/23/78. 


Enclosed as requested is one copy of the videotape 
of Alan Lansbury's production, "Still At Large." 


Since this is one film in a pilot series to be 
aired in the future, it should not be shown to other than 


FBI personnel. When finished with videotape, return to the 
Bureau, Attention: Public Affairs Office. 


_ ARMED AND DANGEROUS 


Enclosure 


san 
SERIALIZE! TED. 
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TRANSMIT VIA: PRECEDENCE: CLASSIFICATION: ! 
( Teletype (J Immediate (2 TOP SECRET i 
{) Facsimile ” [3 Priority (OQ SECRET \ 
4 Airtel (3 Routine (3 CONFIDENTIAL : 
OEBFTO H 

COCLEAR . 

1 

1 


Date 5/25/78 


TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (164-2111) 
FROM : SAC, SEATTLE (164~81) (P) 


SUBJECT: NORJAK (A) 
00: SEATTLE 


In order that the office of origin in this 
important matter be fully aware of what information has 
been released to the press by the Portland Division, the 
following lead is being set out: 

LEAD: 
PORTLAND 
Will forward to Seattle a copy of ail press 


releases as well as all newspaper clippings contained 
in Portland's NORJAK file. 


ARMED & DANGEROUS 


2 - Bureau 
GC poressne (164-41) 

ah/vit Sub C, 

|o4- 21-7783 
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JULY 1073 EOITION 
GSA FPMR (4t CFR) 103-11.6 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT e 


-Memorandem 


SAC, SEATTLE (164-81) (P) DATE! 12/29/76 
b7C 
NORJAK sue © 
Sug FL 


on 12/28/76, aSACL_____——|~Portland Division, 6 
telephonically advised that the Bureau had authorized coopera. »%7¢ 
tion With the Allen Lansburs. Productions, in order that the : 
firm could produce a 30 Manis based on captioned matter. 

stated that the authorization included an interview 
of SA who is the case agent in Portland, by the 

rew as well as photograph him during the interview. . 

tated that they desired to get photographs of 

at the Lake Merwin site and were proceeding to that 
area for these photographs i peers advising this : 
office since the area is in the Seattle Division territory. 


advised that they would next be coming b6 
to Seattle to obtain additional information and one of the Bie. 
items they desired to see was the transcript, made of the tapes 
between the wer and the pilot at the time of the 
hijacking. eral stated that the AUSA in Portland had 
refused to granG them permission to hear the actual tapes, but 
felt that they could be shown the transcripts of these tapes. 


On 12/29/76, I was contacted byL_————C*di AT en — 6 


Lansburg Productions regarding this matter at.which time he was b7¢ 
advised that I had not He paarecen See from FBIHQ to furnish 
him with any information and stated he would call back. 


I then telephonically contacted. —sd External »6 


' Affairs Division who advised that cooperation had been authorized®’> 


to the extent that it would not interfere with the investigation 
or jeopardize any prosecution. 


On 12/29/76. ____| appeared in the office at which b6 
time he advised he desired to review the transcripts of the tape »7¢ 
of the conversation between the control tower and the pilot 
and that he intended to use portions.of these tapes in the Ae 


JDP/tes ; Lall-€1- BOS 


(h oie 
tas oa 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO, 10 
SULY 1973 KOITION. oe 
GSA FPMR U4t GFR) 01-11.6 7 


UNITED STATES Gov@enr : oo @ 
Memorandum — 
SAC, Seattle (164-81) ‘ DATE: 12/22/76 
9/4 sac, Minneapolis (164-73) (RUC) | 7 Sue ¥ 
- aoe sua f 


. b6 
NORJAK [| bic 


or the inf ation of Seattle, on 12/16/76, 
Minneapolis, who was de + b6 

a stewardess on the highjack flight ih captioned matter, BIC 
contacted the Minneapolis FBI Office and advised that 
on 12/12/76 she received _a call from an individual who 
identified himself as of Warner Brothers ‘- 
Studios, Los Angeles, California, toid 
“that Warner Brothers was doing a f£iim on highjacking 
and D. B, COOPER and wanted pe Alto come to California 


to look me pictures of COOPER, [__ advised 
thathe told her that Warner Brothers Studios knew 
who COOPER was. | —_—sidadvised that she did not cooperate 
ie ate does not intend to contact him in 
California, thought that the above call -may be 


a prank, but thought it should be reported, 


| is still a stewardess for_Northvest b6 
Airlines and. she maintains a residence at bic 
[-—H8 San Diego, California, in addition 


in Minneapolis, 


This matter’ is being submitted to Seattle for 
whatever action deeyed appropriate. 


Copy being sent to Los Angeles in the event 
contact is necessary at Warner Brothers Studios, 


@. Seattle dub & 
~ Los Angeles . 
1 ~ Minneapolis : 7 rs 
war ad sey Tp 
DECS 7 1976 
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TO 


FROM ¢ 


SUBJECT? 


* conducted that the FAA be furnished with a complete list of 


OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
JULY 1073 EOITION 


UNITED STATES GOW IMENT @ 
Memorandum 
DIRECTOR, FBI (164-2111) DATE: 12/20/76 


SAC, SEATTLE (164-81) (P) p/ ZH 


NORJAK 


On 12/14/76, we. Chief of Investich’ per FAA/FBI 


tions, Air Transportation Security Division, Regional O£EIPIC, 
FAA, Seattle, Washington, telephonically advised that earlier 
that day he received a telephone call from 

representing Allen Landsburg Productions, Inc., Los Angeles, 
California, their telephone number 213-273-7400, requesting 
cooperation of the FAA in doing a production on D. B. COOPER. 


(Jexplained they are going to do a featb® per FAA/FBI 
of .some type, entitled "Still At Large" which would inclucb7¢ 
the saga of the D. B. COOPER hijacking of 11/24/71. 


explained that they would like to inter- 
view the FAA Air Traffic Controllers and do some "shooting" 
in the FAA facilities at Seattle-Tacoma International Air- 
port in connection with that story. 


ur[ Jaavisea that he referred co pacbee mnayeee 
their Public Affairs Office at_the FAA Regional Office, 
Seattle, and in addition, Mr.[___]also referred the matter 
to Mr. Director of Civil Aviation Security 
Services, FAA, Washington, D. C. 


mr.[_ | advised that it is a standard procedurb$ per FAA/FBI 
of PAA that if any request is made to them along this lLineB7° 
that, where it is a commercial matter and obviously for 
profit, that they require ‘that before any interviews are 


all questions and topics which would be asked. 


mw. d later advised that FAA has taken the b6 per FAA/FBI 
stand that, since this matter is a pending investigation 7c 
with the FBI and particularly in view of the recently handed 
down indictment at Portland in the D. B. COOPER case, they 
will not honor his request. 


2 - Bureau (164-211) : gett 


2 - Los Angeles (164-497) 


2 Seattle (164-81) | | (oll-8I-R4F 


(6) t | 
i . : 
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FROM 


SUBJECT? 


GSA PMR (at Core) s01-tLe 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Memoraum 


NOR JAK 


This date 


: SAC, SEATTLE (164-81) (P) 


= SA THOMAS J. MANNING 


DATE: 12/1/76 
Sus 
Ee 


v 


Cowlitz, Gounty,SO, Kelso, Washington ~ 


advised that his department was contacted hy a “California TV 
Production company which filmssthe LEONARD NIMOY show "In search of" 


fequ 
matt 


est 
er, 


| 


ration in the filming of a documentary re captioned 
stated he pointed out it was a two county SO 


operation with Clark and Cowlitz counties but his department would 
erate. He inquired re- FBI cooperation in the filming and 

was advised that FBI (location unknown) had been contacted and 
refused to cooperate on basis this was pending case. 


coup 


this 
soug 
with 


The compa 
dates Poy 


a 


ot 


CL) TIM/ 


11 start their production in Cowlitz County 
was advised that if any information .was 

y re FBI participation contact should be made 
Seattle or SAC, 


eae? £9, 
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UNY: . 1 STATES GOVERNMBNT 
Memorandum ~ . 

: FILE (80-5) ; " pare: 11/30/76 
sad 


:) SPEECH MATTERS : 


oe sacL_———sdimadee separate tapes and had 
separate interviews with the following newspapers, radio 
and TV stations concerning the D.B.COOPER case on November 
24, 1976. It should be noted that ABC, NBC, and CBS, 

New York, are listed separately since they interviewed 
separately, and results of these interviews were picked up 
by many of their affiliates ‘whose identity is not known. 


NEWSPAPERS: 


cy . ‘ “Daily Olympian" 
. "Seattle Times" : ‘ a 
no "Seattle P-I" . 
e : "Bellevue American" 
. "Oregon Journal" 5 
wt “Chicago Tribune" . 
"New York Times" 
! "Bellingham Herald" 
. “Tacoma Tribune" 
roy | "Spokane Review" 
i 
i 
I 


TELEVISION: 


: Kyi . : 
ue ABC, New York : i 

NBC, New York | . 
CBS, New York 


RADIO STATIONS: | 
KAYO KIXI | KSEA KZ0K 
KBLE Lt aR KTAC 
KING - EMO. KVI 
KIRO Kono KYAC { 
KISW'’ KRAB . KZAM, 


a Sa Be 
ee vi 
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NITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


b6 
OPTIONAL FORM KO, 10 


Memorandum 


To =: ALL acents[_ | ‘ DATE: 10/27/76 


SUBJECT: PRESS MATTERS 


Sue © 


For the past several years, the FBI, like many 
other Governmental agencies, has had an “open door" policy 
with all members of the news media, with the result that 

~ each Division now has a Special Agent who operates as that 
Division's news media relations man. It is his responsi- 
bility for establishing and maintaining relations with all 
news media personnel and to handle all routine inquiries. 
The Bureau has instructed that whenever an inquiry is 
received from a newsman, whether or not this particular 
reporter has or has not written favorable or unfavorable 
articles about the Bureau, he should be treated as courteously 
as possible. Naturally, if the person is inquiring about 
policy matters, the inquiry should be referred to the SAC, 
er in his absence, the ASAC. 


With regard to matters pertaining to pending inves- 
tigations, future arrests or major cases, there appears to be 
some confusion, therefore, for the purpose of clarification, 
I would like to point out the following: 


i. Routine inquiries in Headquarters City should 
be directed to a (News Media Representative” 
for this Division), and in his absence the SAC or ASAC. 

2. Routine inquiries at Resident Agencies are to 
be handled by the Senior Resident Agent unless it is a case 
4 that has received some notoriety or is going to get an inor- 

dinant number of inquiries, then it should be referred to 

Headquarters City. The Senior Resident Agent is the only 

person authorized to talk with the press, and he should make 

certain that any statement is in accordance with current 
existing regulations. 


IND"X"D 
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1 -| 
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3. Whenever a case Agent has an investigation of 
any consequence or a major incident occurs, i.e. shooting, 
arrest of well-known figure, it is ot pana eS! to 


promptly notify the SAC, ASAC, and SA in order that P bE 
all inquiries can be properly handled. The case Agent should ie 
not hesitate to notify the above, even though the incident 

occurs over weekends, holidays, or after normal working hours. 


4. Case Agents are not to offer opinions, state- 
ments, or speculations about cases when they are approached 
by members of the press during or after investigations. 


Concerning the above items, it should be pointed 
out that the D. B. COOPER case is receiving a great deal of 
publicity because of the approaching anniversary date of the 
hijacking. In order that the FBI can speak in “one" voice 
about this case, it is important that .all press inquiries be 
referred to headquarters. This is to avoid inconsistencies 
such as individual Agents speculating about what might have 
happened in the COOPER case and these inconsistencies being 
pointed out by the members of the media. 


I again want to point out that the FBI's policy with 
the press has been established by the Director and has been 
approved by the Attorney General. This policy is general in 
nature and common sense should dictate in most instances how a 
particular incident should be handled; however, the above 
guidelines are being reiterated at this time. If there is any 
doubt in your mind about how to handle a particular situation, 
it should be resolved in favor of immediately notifying the 
SAC, ASAC, or news media representative. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Memorandum 


TO: SAC, SEATTLE (164-81) (P) DATE? = 9/16/76 


b7Cc 


SUBJECT: NORJAK 
00: SEATTLE 
Bufile: 164-2111 


Sub_¢ 
PUBLICITY | 


It is becoming mparent that the news media interest 
in this case is building because of the possibility of 
the Statute of Limitations running out in November, 1976. 
It is anticipated that numerous inquiries will be received 
by the Seattle Division concerning captioned matter. This 
includes inquiries at Resident Agencies. , 


In order for us to maintain a consistent posture it 
is recommended that ail inquiries be referred to the Case 
Agent or the Press Relations Agent or the ASAC or SAC. 

In this way, no confusion should arise because of conflict- 
ing information being disseminated to the press. 


If this policy is approved, the writer will set out 
the above policy in memorandum form for all agents assigned 
to the Seattle Division, including Résident Agencies, 
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SAC, SEATTLE (164-81 Sub C) (P) pave: 8/31/76 
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NORJAK 
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Sub C Publicity 


On 8/19/76, ephone number bé 
| and home telephone number telephonically BIC 
contacted the writer and advised he was in the process of writing 
a feature story for the Seattle Times. [owas interested 
in information concerning captioned matter, and the writer 
referred him_to sj Agent in Charge, JOHN M. REED, and[_ 


SA 


On 8/23/76,L_ _—sds’ again contacted the writer with b6 


several questions concerning this matter. The questions were ei 
taken down by the writer and provided to rr The 
writer Sadb = aiacusced possible answers to these questions, 
and those questions which could be_answered were provided to 
later that same day by SA 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Memorandum 


TO : SAC, SEATTLE (164-81) (P) DATE: 8/17/76 
‘ : bé 
| mROM : ae bre 
SUBJECT: NORJAK 


00: SEATTLE 
(BUfile 164-2111) 


RE: SUB ‘J - MISCELLANEOUS PERSONS 
SUB _C ~ PUBLICITY 


hs ——— 
On 7/15/76, a man who identified himself as[___| bo 
(stated telephonically th, for the bIc 

Toronto Star in Toronto, Canada. advised that he 


was calling long distance to obtain information concerning 
captioned crime. [____|was advised by the writer that he 
could furnish no_information to him in that this was a pending 
case. aa mmc advised that any official infor- 
mation that could be released would have to be done by the 


Special Agent in Charge of the Seattle Division or the Press 
officer, |] 


a 3 ° 


On the same date, the above information was made 
available to b6 
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6/10/76 
AIRTEL 
GOr pirneron, FEZ (164-2112) 
PROM: SlC, PYRELAND (164-41) 


Ba Bureau airtel to Teatkle, ate., 5/5/76. 


lLapresentatives of the "Greconian” and "Credgen 
Journal," Portland, Oregon, daily nevsyapers, have keen 
contacted reoarding the possibility of acain pu>lishing 
the sorial numbers of the extortion money reeeived in this 
fatter. 


on 6/7/76, the city oditor of each paper stated 
that due to the production arovleme involved it was simply 
not possible to assist vith this ocroject. In cach instance 
they stated they did not vish to appear uncooperative and 
that they vould bo nost hapny to puelish any furthor 
information rogardiag the possibility of rewards or other 
such material, 
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SAC, SEATTLE (164-81) (P) 5/18/76 


HORTAK 
00: SLALTIS 
(BUfile 164-2111) 
RE:__SUB_¢ - PUBLICITY 


i: SUB J _- MISCELLANEOUS PERSONS 


On 4/23/76 while discussing another criminal case 
with Assistant United States Attorney[_S—C—~—~—sdYCOWe@ 
advised that a had written him stating that 
he and vanted to know 
opinion concerning the statute of limitations in this crime. 


furnished the following address for 


aLilornia 


Tae above information is being included_for complete- 
ness of the file only and to have a record of[___] in HORAK 
indices. 
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fo: SACS, Seattle (164-81) 
las Vegas (164-60) 
Los Angeles (164-797) 
Portland (164-41) 
San Francisco - (164-220) 


From: Director, FBI (164-2111) 


NORTJAK; . 
00: SE 


Representatives from receiving offices were in 
attendance at the Norjak seminar heid at San Francisco, 
4/8-9/76, where a suggestion was made to institute a pub- . 
licity campaign for release in early November, 1976, widely 
publicizing’a reward for any twenty~dollar bill turned in 
from the ransom list published in various media periodicals 
and possible local newspapers. This suggestion was approved 
at FBIHQ and efforts to initiate appropriate, groundwork 
steps are now being taken. . 


Receiving offices should, at this time, contact 
major newspapers within their Divisions in an effort to 
determine if first they would particpate in this publicity 
venture by printing. on a one-time, daily, or weekly basis. 
the list of ransom bill sarial numbers and second if they’ 
agree to printing these, ils there a particular foxm in 
which the numbers could be provided to facilitate easier 
printing of same. Newspaper officials should be advised 
that calls from individuais concerning the fact that they 
possess a twenty~dollar bill of interest will be directed 

to the nearest FBI Office. 


Seattle should immediately set out leads for 
Minneapolis to contact officials at Northwest Airlines 
in an effort to determine their interest in possibly pro- 
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HUNT STILL ON FOR D. B. COOPER 


The fact that the hunt is still on for 
the skyjacker known as D. B. Cooper 
whose story was told in the August 
Issue of MISSING, became apparent 
recently when Jerry A, Cooper, 2 
Virginia man, learned he was being 
investigated by the FBI as possibly 
being the mystery man. 


It is not surprising that Jerry Cooper 
was suspected of being the skyjacker. 
Jerry, a 30-year-old heavy equipment 
operator, was a sport skydiver for 
about eight years until he gave it up 
five years ago. And at one time he 
worked as a fueler at Washington 
National Airport where the hijacked 
Northwest flight originated four years 
ago. 


“You come right down to it, the guy is 
almost the same as me. The same 
weight, same height, same com- 


plexion.” Jerry said when interviewed 
by reporters, “You put glasses on that 
man and look at me four years ago and 
My hair was 


you’re pretty close. 


7 feet nm prone 


fa 


Armrest 


shorter then. The ears are the same. 
It’s scary.” 


The skyjacker who bailed out of the 
Northwest 727 somewhere between 
Seattle and Reno on the night of 
November 24, 1971, was described by 
witnesses as being about six feet tall, 
180 pounds with dark hair and com- 
plexion. He was thought to be bet- 
ween forty and fifty years old, but 
the resemblance is startling as shown 
in the photographs below, 


At last report, tie FBI was still inves- 
tigating Jerry Cooper’s whereabouts 
on that Wednesday, four, years ago, 
but Michael A. Morrow, the assistant 
special FBI agent in charge of the 
Alexandria, Virginia office said, “We 
feel very certain that he isn’t D. B. 
Cooper, but until we are one hundred | 
per cent sure we'll keep checking.” 


Jerry's comment was, “D. B. Cooper, 
come out of hiding and get me out of, 
this!” 


tenon said 


of D, B. Cooper 
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Attached is the August issue of the magazine 
"Missing" received unsolicited by the Seattle 


Office. Seattle has no knowledge of this 
magazine, which is publi: 
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It apparently was sent to this office because 
of the article on the D. B. Cooper case. 

It is noted the magazine also carries a list- 
ing of the Top Ten fugitives. The magazine 
is furnished for your information. 
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Alec; 
YOU? 


Three and one-half years after 
he parachuted from a North- 
west Airlines Jet, the skyjacker 
known as D. B. Cooper and the 
$200,000 in ransom money are 
still MISSING. 


Who is he? Or who was he? And why 
with all that is known about him, and 
with all the resources at their com- 
mand, has the FBI not been able at 
least to identify, if not locate him? 
According to Mr. Tom Harrington, 
Information Officer for the FBI in 
Washington, the investigation is on- 
going, the files are still active, and the 
FBI believes that someday they will 
bring the case to a satisfactory con- 
clusion. But if they have any new in- 
formation, they are not revealing it. 


While there are a number of con- 
tradictions in the story as it has been 
told in the various news media at the 
time and since, the facts according to 
the FBI and other authorities are 
these. 


Boarded Flight at Portland 

There were no hijacking precau- 
tions being taken at any airports in 
1971, when on November 24, the day 
before Thanksgiving, an average 
looking man wearing dark glasses 
purchased a seat on Northwest Air- 
lines Flight 305 from Portland,Oregon, 
to Seattle, Washington. He gave his 
name as Dan Cooper, but later the 
media picked it up as D. B. Cooper 
and that is the name that he has con- 
tinued to be known by. It was a one 
way ticket from the twenty-five min- 
ute flight and he boarded the Boeing 
727 along with thirty-six other pas- 
sengers that afternoon. Flight 305 had 
originated in Washington, D. C. and 
made stops in Minneapolis, Great 
Falls, Montana, Missoula, Montana, 
and Spokane, Washington, before ar- 


(World Wide Photo} 


riving in Portland. It was to terminate 
at Seattle. 

The crew consisted of three pilots, 
Captain William Scott, Flight Officer 
W. {Bob} Ratacazak and Flight Offi- 
cer H. E. Anderson, and three 
stewardesses, Tina Mucklow, Flor- 
ence Schaffner and Alice Hancock. 
Shortly after takeoff, the man known 
as Cooper handed a note to Stew- 
ardess Schaffner. 

“T thought he was trying to hustle 
me;’ the stewardess said later at a 
press conference. “I stuffed the note 
in my purse and he motioned that I 
should read it” 

The note said he had a bomb and 
wanted to go to Mexico. When she 
looked up he showed her a briefcase 
with red cylinders that looked like 
dynamite connected by wires. Follow- 
ing his instructions, she sat down 
beside him and wrote down instruc- 
tions to the pilot. 


Wanted 10,000 Twenty Dollar Bills 
He wanted ten thousand twenty- 
Continued on Page 8 
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+ D.B. COOPER 

Continued from Page 7 @ 
dollar bills delivered to him at Seattle 
in a laundry sack along with two sets 
of parachutes. Otherwise he would 
blow up the plane. 

According to Bill Hawkes, assis‘ _ 
tant chief in the Seattle-Tacoma Air- 
port Tower, the first indication they 
had of the trouble was when the cap- 
tain radioed he had “a little trouble 
in the cockpit” While the plane 
circled Seattle for wvo and one-half 
hours, the $200,000 in twenty-dollar 
bills was collected from several 
Seattle banks and the parachutes 
were obtained from nearby McCord 
Air Force Base. The hijacker refused 
to let the 
plane land until 
the money, the 
parachutes and 
a fuel truck were 
ready and waiting. 

Newspaper accounts say 
that during this time 
Captain Scott 
negotiated 
with the hi- 
jacker. But 
from later 
reports it seems evident/that there 
was little negotiation on Cooper's 
part. He wanted the money, the para- 
chutes, and transportation to Mexico. 
When these were ready and waiting 
he would allow the airplane to land 
and park in a remote section of the 
airport to be refueled. Then, when 
the money was on board, the passen- 
gers and two of the stewardesses 
could deplane; after which, they 
would depart immediately. 

Captain Scott apparently did not 
alarm his passengers. Later Assistant 
U. S. Attorney Larry Finegold, one 
of the passengers, told newsmen that 
they were informed by the crew that 
there were some minor difficulties. 

“Then we saw they were dumping 
gas and I thought there was some 
landing gear problem,” Finegold said. 
“After we landed, I saw this gas truck 
drive up and ] thought to myself, 
“Why don’t they get us off first?’ I 
then saw the money bag being handed 
over and I realized that there had 
been a hijack” 

The plane was parked in a remote 


section of the airport and the pas- 
sengers were required to walk a dis- 
tance to a bus since the hijacker 
wouldn’t allow the vehicle near the 
aircraft. Landings and takeoffs were 
delayed while the passengers walked 
across the runway to the waiting bus. 


Route of Flight Selected by 
the Captain 

Reports are a little vague about 
the sequence of events but the FBI 
firmly states that Cooper's requested 
destination was Mexico City. When 
he was told by Captain Scott that the 
plane could not fly there without 
refueling, the hijacker suggested a 
stop at Yuma, Arizona. The Captain’s* 
reply was thateven Yuma was beyond 
the range of the 727, but that he could 
safely make Reno, Nevada. Cooper 
apparently agreed to this 
destination 


and according to the FBI, allowed the 
Captain to select the route of flight. 
However at some point in the dis- 


«cussion, the hijacker specifically told 


the Captain that he was to fly at an 
altitude of 10,000 feet, at a speed of 
200 miles per hour with 15 degrees of 
flaps extended. These conditions 
imited the range of the aircraft and 
of course Jed everyone to believe 
that he had no real interest in Mexico 
City but planned to parachute out at 
some point along the way. ~ 

After takeoff, Cooper locked the 
three pilots and stewardess Muchlow 
in the cockpit and remained alone in 
the cabin of the aircraft. The Boeing 
727 is one of the few commercial air- 
liners with a rear exit with retractable 
stairs. In the lowered position these 
steps are well below the plane and a 
parachutist would have no difficulty 
clearing the fuselage. The Captain 
was instructed to unlock the rear 
stairs and leave the cabin in darkness, 

There are lights in the cockpit to 


indicate the position of the stairs. 
é:: twenty minutes after departure 
the Captain became aware that 
Cooper was extending the stairs. 

“Anything we can do for you?” the 
Captain called back over the plane's 
interphone. 

There was no answer but a few 
seconds Jater another light flashed in 
the cockpit indicating the ramp was 
fully extended. Then Cooper came 
on the interphone and answered a 
brief, “No.” That was the last that 
was heard from him. 

Approximately 
three hours later 
when the plane 
landed 


in Reno, 

Cooper, the 

money, two para- 

chutes, the briefcase 

containing the bomb, 

some food rations and part 

of a third parachute were missing. 

The skyjacker had carefully 

reclaimed his note from 

the stewardess 

cand left no 

fingerprints. The ramp was still 
extended. 


The Search Begins 

Police with dogs searched the 
darkened runways of the Reno air- 
port, a residential section, and desert 
area nearby after the plane landed, 
without result. FBI agent Harold 
Campbell stated the next day that 
there was no way the hijacker could 
have escaped after the plane landed. 
At that time he speculated that the 
man may have parachuted out over 
the broad flatlands of the Willamette. 
Valley. 

Newsmen were hindered by a com- 
plete blackout of information from 
Northwest Airlines employees. Walter 
Heliman, public relations vice presi- 
dent, blamed it on the FB] and FAA 
saying that Northwest had been in- 
structed to make no statements until 
the crew had been debriefed, 

While agent Campbell may have 
had some doubts about where Cooper 
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ser the aircraft, other FBI 
agentSapparently did not. According 
to FBI Information Officer Harring- 
ton, a search was started in the vicin- 
ity of Lake Merwin in southern 
Washington almost immediately after 
the plane passed over. Information 
supplied by the crew was reported to 
be the reason for this. When ques- 
tioned specifically about what it was 
the crew reported that convinced the 
FBI that Cooper had jumped in this 
area, Harrington was vague. However 
it was definitely established that at 
8:10 that night the 727 passed over the 
Lewis River of federal airway V-23E 
and that this was the time immediately 
after the hijacker had fully extended 
the stairs. Harrington states that the 
plane was in solid cloud at the time. 
Other reports indicate that the Air 
Force had scrambled interceptors to 
follow the airliner, but because of 
darkness, or the clouds, or both, they 
never saw a man leave the airliner. 
At the Portland International Air- 
port, approximately 30 miles south, 
the weathermen were reporting a 
ceiling of 2500 feet overcast with 
rain. Winds at the aircraft's altitude 
of 10,000 feet were reported to be 
from the West-Southwest at 25 to 
45 knots. 

Believing that Cooper had jumped 
somewhere near where the airway 
crosses the Lewis River (at about the 
Lake Merwin Dam), the FBI trans- 
formed the nearby town of Woodland, 
Washington, into a command post. 
Agent Tom Manning was put in 
charge of a small army of police, 
FBI agents, Sheriff's Deputys and 
soldiers from Ft. Lewis, Washington. 
They spent all of that Thursday, 
Thanksgiving Day 1971, combing a 
section approximately ten miles wide 
by fifteen miles long, both north and 
south of Lake Merwin with planes, 
helicopters, jeeps and tracking dogs. 
The weather was bad with intermit- 
tent rain and fog and this hindered 
the search. At one point, the Army 
called off its helicopters, but other 
helicopters provided by Weyer- 
haeuser, the lumber company, and 
the Bonneyville Power Administra- 
tion continued making intermittent 


. passes over the area. Much of the 


area is rugged terrain and the freshly 
Continued on Page 38 
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'D. B. COOPER 
Continued from Page 9 
fallen snow made it 
impassable. 

The search resumed on Friday, but 
by now police doubted that Cooper 
could have survived. 

“We're either looking for a para- 
chute or a hole in the ground,’ Under- 
Sheriff Tom McDowell of Clark 
County was quoted as saying. After 
a week the search was called off. 

Then, late in March, 1972, 300 
soldiers from Ft. Lewis searched the 
thawing terrain for 18 days. They 
found no traces of Cooper although 
they did find a body and cleared up a 
local murder. 

What happened to him? And what 
happened to the bag of money which 
was reported to be 6"x8"x27" and 
weigh 2414 pounds? 


virtually 


Four Theories 

While there has been much specu- 
Jation all theories fall into one of four 
basic categorys: + 


(1) He bailed out where the FBI’ 


thinks he did and got away before the 
search started. 

(2) He bailed out where the FBI 
thinks he did and js still therg, hung 
in some remote tree or possibly at 
the bottom of Lake Merwin. 

(3) He bailed out elsewhere and 
got away. 

(4) He bailed out elsewhere and 
did not survive. 


oe 


ft to Right, Second Officer H. E. Anderson, First Officer 


William (Bob) Ratacazak, Captain William Scott, Stewardesses Tina Mucklow, Florence Shaffner 


and Alice Hancock. (World Wide Photos) 


Let’s examine each of these in turn. 

No one seems to give much 
credence to the first theory. If FBI 
agent Harrington’s statement is cor- 
rect and the search was started im- 
mediately after the plane passed over 
the area, Cooper could hardly have 
landed, hidden his parachutes (or 
taken them with him) and gotten out 
of the area with his bag of money 
without attracting attention. It was 
raining and even if he was lucky 
enough to come down on a paved 
road, he could not have hitched a 
ride without the incident being re- 
ported. And what did he do with the 
parachutes? Could he have had a car 
or an accomplice with a car waiting 
for him? This is a good possibility, 


Search—A Helicopter takes off from scarch headquarters on Friday, November 26, 1971, as Clark 
County deputy sheriff Bob Rayburn checks a map of the area where the FBI thought Cope 
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Jumped. (World Wide Photos) 


butif he did, how did he know exactly 
when and where to jump to meet 
this accomplice in time to get away 
before the hunt started? While he did 
not specify the route of the flight the 
plane was to take, it is possible that 
he knew that for the airliner to fly to 
Mexico City, Yuma or Reno, at an 
altitude of 10,000 feet, it would have 
to take the airway it did, at least as 
far as Portland. And it is possible that 
he could estimate their position by 
knowing the amount of time it would 
take them to fly to that point from 
Seattle at the speed of two hundred 
miles an hour. But even at 200 miles 
an hour, the plane was traveling at 
better than three miles a minute. To 
do all these things and then be lucky 
enough to land close enough to his 
planned point of landing in that 
weather to get away, money, para- 
chutes and all, before the search 
started would indeed be incredible. 
Another point against this theory 
is the absense of the parachutes. If 
he did indeed come down ina planned 
spot and have transportation nearby, 
it would seem he would leave the 
parachutes. He had no further need 
for them and he certainly wouldn't 
carry them if he had to walk any dis- 
tance or had to hitch a ride out. 
Theory number two is a little more 
likely than number one, but never- 
the-less seems to have been abon- 
doned. From ail reports, the searches 
that were made, both at the time im- 
mediately following the flight, and 
the following spring were very 


See OS. 
cam | Sad 


Cars 


cf Wore Tee wera Tr 
3 abergeseesecsceseseeel 


T hate 


Northwest Airlines Flight 305 as it sat on the 
ground at Seattle Wednesday evening. At this 
point the plane is being refucled and in the car 
at left, an alrline employee walts to deliver the 
10,000 twenty-dollar bills and the four para- 
chutes. The passengers are still on board but 
shortly after this Cooper allowed them to get 
off and walk to a waiting bus. (World Wide 
Photos) 


SM. ALIVE AND 
doing Well in 
Hobae, town TO. | 


A letter delivered on December 2, 1971 to the 
Portland Newspaper, The Oregonian. The let- 
ters were taken from magazines. (World Wide 
Photos) 


In the months following the hijacking Cooper became a legend in the Northwest~ 
pictured ns a Jone Robin Hood who stole from a giant corporation, hurt no one and got 
away. A song extolling his feat became a hit and T-shirts, like the one shown here, sold 
by the thousands, (World Wide Photos) 
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+ D. B. COOPER 
Continued from Page 38 
thorough. Still the possibility es 
that the body, the money and all are 
still there either in a tree or in the 
lake. Clark County deputys who were 
questioned about this theory won't 
discount it completely. Even though 
this area is crossed by state route 503 
and is walked over by hunters and 
timber men, they say that the under- 
growth is dense in places and that a 
body might be missed. The shores of 
the lake were searched carefully for 
any sign of the man, the money or 
the chutes and no traces were found. 
But the FBI has given up searching, 
so they must feel this is no longer a 
reasonable possibility. 

Theory number three therefore 
seems more plausible than one or 
two. Perhaps he didn’t jump when the 
Captain thought he did, but stayed 
out there on the extended stairs until 
a later time. Perhaps he did wait for 
the flatlands of the Williamette Valley 
before he took his leave. 

But if he did, and if he survived, 
what happened to him after he landed. 
He still had no way to know exactly 
where he was. Therefore when he 
came down he would have to leave 
his parachutes and either walk or 
hitchhike to a town where he could 
obtain transportation. According to 
the FBI, authorities all along the 
route of flight were alerted that night 
and it wasn’t until the next day that 
it became general knowledge that the 
search was being concentrated in 
the Lake Merwin area. And if he 
left the parachutes, isn’t it reasonable 
to think that they or their remains 
would have been discovered by now? 

Another factor that supports the 
theory that Cooper did not survive 
is the fact that none of the money has 
ever turned up. The numbers of the 
10,000 twenty-dollar bills were circu- 
lated to banks in a 34 page booklet 
and have been widely publicized by 
the Portland Newspapers, the Oregon 
Journal and the Oregonian. They 
have a reward offer which still stands 
of $1,000 for the first twenty-dollar 
bill on the list to turn up. 

This brings us to theory number 
four. Could he have bailed out some- 


where other than the Lake Merwin: 


area and not survived? 


Some months ago when a weath- 
ered human skull was found by 
hiker in the Mt. Hood National Fores! 
east of the town of Estacada, it was 
thought this might be the remains of 
Cooper. But the FBI ruled this out. 


First the spot where the skull was ” 


found was too far from the flight path 
of the aircraft that night and second, 
experts think the skull belonged to a 
man younger than Cooper is thought 
to have been. Detective Worth of the 
Clackamus County Sheriff's Office 
said that the skull had been in the 
woods for at least one year and possi- 
bly as long as ten. He believed it was 
closer to ten due to the amount of 
moss that had overgrown it. While 
the fact that a parachute was lodged 
in a tree not too far from the skull 
gave credence to the theory that this 
might be Cooper; Worth stated that 
there were several roads between the 
two spots and while they have not 
gotten the parachute out of the tree, 
it looks like the type used for weather 
instruments. The two parachutes 
Cooper used were both white, while 
the third one that he cut up, probably 
to tie the money bag to him, was pink. 

Still, this theory that he jumped 


Cooper May Have Been Reported 


as a Missing Person 


But if this is the case, why hasn’t 
Cooper turned up somewhere as a 
Missing Person? He gave the appear- 
ance of a very intelligent, educated 
man. This type of person cannot 
usually go missing indefinitely without 
being missed, and reported Missing. 

Cooper was described as being be- 
tween forty and fifty years of age, 
with an olive complexion and dark 
black hair. He was very relaxed and 
courteous according to the crew. 
They think he was about six feet tall, 
with a slim build and weighing about 
170 pounds. He was well dressed in a 
dark suite, dark grey coat and dark 
glasses. It is assumed that he was an 
experienced parachutist and had 
some knowledge of aircraft, possibly 
being a pilot himself. Does this de- 
scription fit anyone you know or used 
to know? 

So, we come full circle and wonder 
if any of our theories can fit the facts. 
Maybe the answer fies in a missing 
persons? file in some small county 
Sheriff's Office orin some overworked 
big city Police Department. 


elsewhere and did not survive is the « * 


only theory that will fit all the known 
facts unless one allows for a tremen> 
dous amount of luck on Cooper's 
part. No traces of him, the chutes, or 
the money have surfaced. They could 
still be there, somewhere along the 
path of flight 305 that night, south of 
the Lewis River, but north of Reno, 
hanging ina tree or covered by under- 
growth, waiting to be found by some 
hunter or logger. 


TO: MISSING 
Atlanta, Georgia 30305 


tor 310. 


ADDRESS. 


Suite 1D, 361 E. Paces Ferry Road NE 


Please enter my subscription for the next twelve issues of MISSING. I enclose a check 


NAME rn 
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SAC, SEATTIM (164-81) (>) 3/18/75 

PS Gut B 
Sal & 

NORJAK oo 

00: SEATTLE 


RE; SUB B NEWSPAPER CLIPPINGS 
SUB C PUBLICITY 


Lick in (6 ¥~El SHB 


Enclosed is one coby of an article enred 
recently in the Seattle PI. It is written by 
and it is concerning captioned matter, 


a dn his article, refers to 
who has written 2 novel entitied "The Balind of DB, Sky~ 

cker', advised[_ sds has spent thrae years 
writing this book, 


This book should be reviewed in order to determine 
the amount and extent of Information that would be available 
to an individual who might claim to be identical with Unsub 
in this matter in order to gain financial reward as well as 
publicity. 


AB & 8) 


| fs). Seattle 
| AN/ Lt 
(8) 


FBI-SEATILE 
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SAC, SEATTLE (164-81) 5/31/74 


SA CHARLES E. FARRELD 
NORJAK Sal- Cc 


PUBLICITY 


on may 28, 2974,[ Be 
Northwest Region, Seattle, Washington, bic 

advised that he has been informed that the ransom list in the 
D.B. COOPER case will be published over a period of time in 
the "Cross Country News," Meacham Field, Fort Worth, Texas. 

advised that the publisher is planning to run a 
section of the ransom list in each edition until they are all 
published. The publication is an aviation trade paper. 


CEF:31b 
(2) 


c 
sae 2 a Ge 
— €/ LIED. 


11974 


FBI— SEATTLE 
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January 8, 1974 


bic 
Sug UF 
Oregon Journal 
. 42320 Southwest Broadway : F 
> Portland, Oregon 97201 se = 


P : 5 
. Myr, Julius Lee Mattson, Special Agent in 
Charge of our Portland Office, has brought to my 
attention the many articles contained in recent . 
editions of your paper regarding the hijacking of Be: 
a Northwest Orient Airlines flight on November 24, 
_ 4971. “I take this opportunity to express my deep Ss 
appreciation for your thoughtfulness in bringing 2 
. the details concerning this case to the attention ‘ 
of your many readers. I am certainly gratified 2 
for the assistance you have rendered the FBI and, 
on behalf of my associates, I convey sincere thanks. 


.. Sincerely, 


l ~- Portland (164-41) 3 fy 
. Reurlet 12/20/73. >> +0 +) wm 
Seattle (164-81) 


SEARCHED... 
SERIALIZED, 2024 
JAN 10 1974 
FBI SEATTLE 
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Director, FBI (164-2131) . 12/27/73 
Atta. Correspondence and Tours Section 
External Affairs Division 

SAC, Portland (1Ci-4+1) (P) 


NORJAK wet 
QO: Saattis & 


Enclosed herewith to the Bureau and Seattle arc 
ners clippings from the "Oregon Journal," Portland, Oregon, 
daily nevspaper, for the weekdays of 11/22-12/14/73, 
publicising the NORJAK cass. In addition to the clippings, 
thers are forvarded to Bureau and Seattle the complate front 
pages of tna 11/22, 11/23, 11/26 and 11/27/73, editions of 
this paper. These pages ars being forwarded in their entirety 
to illustrate the prominent front page coverage the "Oregon 
Journal" gave this story. 


and b6 
he spent considerable time and effort praparing for pullicatian, b7¢ 
I believe this coverage again damonstrates nis constructive, 
enthusiastic cooperation with this office. 


Numerous leads have been received from all over tha 
country aS a rssult of this publicity. Radio and television 
publicity in various parts of the country haa been a apii-off 
of thal 


b6 
bIC 


is recommended the Bureau considar sunding 
an appreciative letter over the Biractor's 
Signaturs, Latter should be addrassed as folloas: 
Staff Uritar, “Oregon Journal,” 2320 SV 
Broadway, Portland, Oregon, 97201. Thera is nothing in 
Portiand files which would preclude sending this letter. 


2 Bureau (Enes. 25) 
Scatthe (1€4-81)(Enes, 28) 


2 Portland wel) 
(L = 164-923; 2 4 ey 

JULslam 

(6) 
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PRESS RELEASE 


Sue C 


DONALD W. NYROP, President, Northwest Orient Airlines, 
Minneapolis-St Paul, Minnesota, has authorized a finders 
fee of twentyfive thousand dollars total reward, or fifteen 
percent 2 any portion of the D. B, COOPER ransome money 


that is returned. 


A man identifying himself as COOPER extorted two 
hundred@@ thousand dollars from Northwest Orient Airlines 
on November 24, 1971, while on a flight from Portland 
to Seattie. He parachuted into an area east of Woodland, 
Washington with the ransom® money and it is possible the 
money, which is comprised of ten thousaad, twenty dollar 


bills, is still in a> wooded area in southern Washington. 


The ransoma money is marked and ail the bills can 
be identified. Mr. NYROP stated on October 5, 1972, in 
Minneapolis, that he would not hesitate to authorize a 
finders fee of twentyfive thousand dollars total reward 
or fifteen nercent for any portion of the ransome money 


that is returned. 


RNN/rnn — § f- Seb—-C_ 
(4) f INDEXED 
SERIALIZED: wf 2FILED Cm 

i JUN2 9 1973 


FBI--SEATTLE 
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The Crime 


A lone white male using the name 
Ban Cooper boarded Northwest 
Orient Airlines Flight No. 305 at 
Portland, Oreg., on November 24, 
1971. At approximately 3:22 p.m., 
while the flight was en route to Seat- 
tle, Wash., he indicated to a stew- 
ardess that his briefcase contained a 
bomb which would blow up the plane 
unless his demands were met. 

The hijacker demanded $200,000 
and four parachutes in exchange for 


.the safety of the 36 passengers 


aboard the plane. When the aircraft 
landed at Seattle, Northwest Orient 
Airlines complied with his instruc- 
tions. After he received the parachutes 
and money, the hijacker allowed all 
passengers and two of the airline 
stewardesses to deplane. 

He then ordered the remaining crew 
members into the first-Glass section of 
the aircraft and informed them he 
desired to fly to Mexico City. The hi- 
jacker instructed that the plane pro- 
ceed in a southerly direction.and fly at 
a low altitude and slow speed which en- 
abled the rear door of the plane to be 
opened during the flight. 


32 


45 one 
\ pBI—SEATILE 


cae 


The hijacker apparently bailed out 
somewhere between Seattle and Reno, 
Nev.; where, when the plane landed, it 
was determined that “Cooper,” two 
parachutes, and the ransom money 
had disappeared. 


The Criminal 


Artist conception drawings of the 
aircraft hijacker were prepared by the 
FBI Exhibits Section and are con- 
sidered an excellent likeness. He is 
described as follows: - 


. White. 

- Male. 

. Middle 40's. 

5 feet 10 inches to 6 

feet. 

. 170 to 180 pounds. 

. ‘Olive, Latin appear- 
ance, medium 
smooth. 

Hair-..-.----.---» Dark brown or black, 

parted on left, 
combed back. 

Eyes----.--------- Possibly brown. Dur- 

* ing latter part of 

ae. fight he put on 

dark, wrap-around 

sunglasses with 
dark rims. 


Height. 


Weight. 


OCC nnnaganaee- Low, spoke intelli. 
&§ per gently, no particu. 


SERIALIZED yO FILED + 


Jar accent, possibly 
from the Midwest 
section of the 
United States. 


Characteristics._.- Heavy smoker of 
Raleigh _filter-tip 
cigarettes. 

Wearing apparel_--. Black or brown suit; 


narrow black tie; 
black dress suit; 


Que B Black —_rainstype 


overcoat or dark 
topcoat; dark brief- 


Sah Ce caso. or attache 
cases cattied 2 
wa paper hag—4 by 12 
by 16 inches: 

“brown shoes. 


Remarks..--------- Very polite at all 
times, 


Notification 


Anyone having ‘any information or 
knowledge believed to refer to this in- 
dividual, please notify the Acting Di- 
rector of the Federal Bureau of In- 
vestigation, Washington, D.C. 20535, 
or the Special Agent in Charge of the 
nearest FBI field office, the telephone 
number of which appears on the first 
page of most local telephone direc 
tories. 


“BINDER” BEGINS 
OPERATION 


A prdtotype automatic {iigerprint 
reader syytem, known as ZFINDER,” 
which utiles advancedgSpticat scan- 
computer to 
automatically \glassify, search, and 
compare fingerptiuts, is now in opera- 
tion in the Identification Division of 
the FBI. The, Equi ent will permit 
the FBI to tét, evaludje, and perfect 
on the jolf its theories ‘gf automatic 
fingerp iit jdentification 3 ae when 
fully Jperational, will insu greatly 
incyéased operating efficiency \gnd re- 


a tant economies to the Governtgent- 


FBI Law Enforcement Bulletic 


Ul S, GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 2 1572 © = 419-408 
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SEARCHED. ere = 


_ Biving afternoon, 1971, 


RICK ANPERSO 
Dan. 
Who? 
From Page A-1 


(Payne once starred in a move with actor Ben Cooper, 
and remember, you read it here first.) 

Dan Cooper has more hair than D.B., the hairline 
starting farther down the forehead. The hair is combed 
differently, from the front swept back neatly to the 
right. D.B.’s hair was thin, curly, and was seemingly 
finger-combed straight across Jike a slightly balding 
bank feller. - 

The new Cooper has a wider, thinner mouth, turned 


7 bh & down more prominently at the corners. 


His cheek lines are deeper, the chin rounder, the 
forehead broader and creased slightly and, unlike D.B.. 
Dan Cooper appears in new FBI sketches with AND 
without the infamous wrap-around sun glasses, reveal- 
ing “possibly brown’ eyes. 

The FBI in Seattle won’t talk about the new Coop- 
er, or why one alias was replaced with another, if that 
is in fact true, and why suddenly there is, in effect, a 
new suspect in the world’s first successful skyjacking. 

“Tf you want to write a news story about it,” said 
an FBI spokesman, “then I have no comment.” 

The FBI has been in the past going on the theory 
Cooper is dead, having been killed during his dramatic 
plunge from the low-flying.727 jet possibly in Southwest | 
Washington, where major search efforts have centered. | 

Previous theories about how the hijacker got the 
name “of D.B. Cooper were mainly that he may have 
selected it at random from the telephone directory in 
Portland, where he boarded his dream flight Thanks- 

, 

There was, and still is, a Dan Cooper listed in the 
Portland book. There wasn’t, and still isn’t, a D.B. 
Cooper listed. (Seattle’s 1971 directory had one Dan and 
two D.B.’s.) ~ 

Cooper, who at 3:22 p.m. on Northwest Orient Air- 
lines flight No. 305 en route to Seattle, pulled out a 
supposedly bomb-rigged briefcase, demanded $200,000 
ransom for the 36 passengers and went on to become a 
folk hero in absentia — inspiring D.B. Cooper T-shirts 
and a ballad even — is now described by the FBI as 


speaking: . 

“Low . . - intelligently (with) no particular accent, 
possibly from: the Midwest section of the United 
States.” ‘ 


The FBI also says he was “very polite at all 
times,” as anyone with a bomb and a $200,000 gift 
might be. : 

Federal agents also now are looking for a new 
Cooper that is at least an inch shorter {han the pre- 
viously reported height of 6-1; he’s now 5-10 {0 6-0. 

Some similiarities between D.B, and Dan remain 
— age in the middle 40's, white, male. complexion of, 
“Olive, Latin appearance, medium smeoth.” and he is. 


. .or was, a “heavy smoker of Raleigh filter-lip ciga- 


rettes,” the ones with the bonus coupous, 

. Last seen, Cooper was cuddling up to $200,000 in 
marked $20-bills and four parachutes in the rear of the 
727 heading slowly towards Reno, where, the FBI Bulle- 
tin explains: zs A 

“|. , When the plane landed, it was determined 
‘that Cooper, two parachutes, and ihe ransom money, 
had disappeared.” 

" Which is to say he jumped. oe 

Into history, maybe into hiding, possibly into his 


grave. : 
Whatever, it was his big moment. And somebody 
messed up on the name. 


FD-350 (Rov, 7-16-63} 


(Mount Clipping In Space Below) 


Reward offered 


‘ porn. AND, Ore. (AP)—The FBI in 
Portland announced today that Nor 
thwest Orient Airlines is offering a 
$25,000 reward for recovery of the 
$200,000 ransom paid to skyjacker D.B, 
Cooper’ last November, 

The FBI release quoted Northivest 
Orient president Donald W. Nyrop as 
duthorizing the $25,000 “finder fee for 
recovery of the total ransom, or 15 
cent for any portion _ of the money 
returned to the airline. é a 
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The Daily Chronicle 
Centralia, Washington 
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Edition: 2Eternoon 
Author: Staff AP 
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Submitting Office: Seattle 
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Hunters have been alerted to be on 
the lookout for game that’s bigger than 
“deer or elk—like money. 
Still pressing the search for skyjacker 
+ “D.B. Cooper,” the FBI has announced 
.that the president of Northwest Orient 
Airlines, Donald W. Nyrop, has authar- 
izedja reward of $25,000 to the finder of; 
evidence of the missing skyjacker, ory 


Reward offered for data 
aiding skyjacker capture 


15 per cent of thé $200,000 ransom 


money the skyjacker is believed to have 
parachuted with on Nov. 24, 1971,--- 
“D.B. Cooper” was the name used by 
a man who hijacked a Northwest Air- 
lines jet last Thanksgiving Eve, got 
$200,000 and four parachutes from the 


airline, and then apparently bailed out . 


ce ihe plane between Seattle and Reno, 


‘She FBI has indicated the belief that 
the man parachuted in the area north 
of the North Fork Lewis River and south 
of the Kalama River. 


J. E. Milnes, special agent in charge _ 


of the FBI at Seattle, has specifically 
advised travelers, hunters and others in 
the forested area northeast of Woodland 
to watch for the remains of a man, pos- 
sibly dead for about a year, Other want- 
ed evidence is remnants of a parachute, 
harness or parachute shroud lines; a 
deteroirated raincoat or overcoat; and 
asmalt briefcase or attache case. 

The money consisted of 10,000 twenty- 
dollar bills wrapped in a parachute 
canopy. All serial numbers are known 
and can be identified. . 

ersons discovering evidence of fhe 
skyjacker- are requested to calf 
FRI in Seattle collect. The number 
is fode 206, MA 2-0460, { - 


| sentonafternoon 
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Vancouver, Washington 


pate: LO/19/72 


Authors Btaff 
edtodack R, Campbell 


Title: ~NORJAK 


Charactor: 
or 
Classttication: 


164-82 
Submitting Offices: Seattle 


0) Being Investigated 


COPY SENT TO BUREAU 
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FD-159 (Rev. $-23-66)  )  ) 


RECORD OF INFORMATION FURNISHED OTHER AGENCIES 


Orally By Telephone Written Communication 
date date date 


Information concerning: 


NORJAK =» tetter of SAC re facts and reward 


Information furnished from File, Serial, and Page Number: 


From SAC letter of SAC dated 10/17/72 setting forth facts re hijacker 
and reward 


Information furnished was obtained: 


am] during course of Bureau investigation 


(3 from informants 


trom complainants or other sources 


Information furnished to: 


Keos1,Washington PD; Cowlitz County SO; Longview, Washington PD; Clark 

Go S0,; Vancouver, Washington, PD; Camas, Washington PD; SOs of Wahkiakun, 
Lewis and Pacific counties; “entralia and Chehalis PD and Raymond PD. 
Number of items disseminated: I 


Remarks: 


Several copies of the letter distributed to each department to be 
disseminated within department for information, Various dates of 
distribution. 


Thomas J. Manning A6 Y- &/- Sud Cote 


Special Agent 


ee M 
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Classification: 164481 
Submitting Office:Seqa ttle 
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SAC, SEATTIE (164-81) LO/15 /72 


secf Sub © ws 
Cut FF oe 


NORJAK 


The News department, KIRO T.V., contacted this office 
and wequested copy of flier being distributed in South- 
western Washington offering $25,000 reward for evidence 
found pertaining to captioned case, I advised them that 
all available fliers had been disseminated but that one 
would be furnished 10/16. 


FEE/fee 
(2) 


| 
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note 


hy ob 


for hunters 


Me . e 
A $25,000 finders-fee Te- Rie 
ward for the return of the D. | 
ransom money, - 
ced late yester- 
t Orient Air~ $7 


lines. 

name parac 

$200,000 on Ne 

1971, from a Northwest jet. 


‘The reward coincides wit! 
the opening of hunting sea- 
son. The airline hopes hunt- 
ers might find the ransom, 

Donald W. Nyrop, airline | 
president, said a reward ‘of 
15 per cent will be paid for * 
anyone finding any part of 
the ransom. ‘ 

Cooper jumped from the 
rear door of a 727 after 7": 


“4 collection, 10,000, $20, bills. 


AR 


Fe 


re 
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NRG68. MP PLAIN 


_-C- 
508 PM NITEL 10-13-72 TUT Sul 


TO ACTING DIRECTOR (164-2111) eee 


SEATILE (164=81) 
FROM MINEAPOLIS (164-73) (P) 


NORJAK» O00: SEATTLE. 


RE SEATILE NITEL DATED OCTOBER TEN LAST TO BUREAU AND 
MINNEAPOLIS. 
ON OCTOBER THIRTEEN Iustast,[d Be 
NORTHWEST ORIENT AIRLINES (NOAC, MINNEAPOLIS DASH ST. PAUL 
INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT, AUTHORIZED HIS APPROVAL FOR THE RELEASE 
THE THE NEWS MEDIA IN THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST AREA OF THE NEWS 
RELEASE AS QUOTED IN REFERENCED AIRTEL. ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 
END , 
DCB FBI SEATILE 
TU CLR 


SEARCHED... INDEXED. 


SERIALIZED LACFILED. ; f 
O6T 1 31972 | 


NR @84 SE PLAIN 


62 PM NITEL 19-18-72 DCB 
Suk & 


TO ACTING DIRECTOR (164-2111) OE 
MINNEAPOLIS (164-73) Sut 


PROM SEATTLE (164-81) @) IP ‘ Suk FF 


NORJAK. O00: SEATTLE. 


RE MINNEAPOLIS NITEL TO BUREAU AND SEATTLE, 
OCTOBER FIVE, SEVENTYTWO. 
MINNEAPOLIS IS REQUESTED TO RECONTacT[ _—idi bé 
AND OBTAIN HIS APPROVAL FOR THE RELEASE OF THE FOLLOWING ~ 
INFORMATION TO THE NEWS MEDIA-IN THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST AREA: 
Lti‘CSTOOO!O!~C~*™ NORTHWEST ORIENT Bs 
AIRLINES , MINNEAPOLIS DASH'ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA, HAS 
AUTHORIZED A FINDERS FEE OF TWENTYFIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS TOTAL 
REWARD OR FIFTEEN PER CENT OF ANY PORTION OF THE D. B. COOPER 
RANSOM MONEY THAT 1S RETURNED.” 
ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 
END 
KS 
FET Uh 


Suct-C_ 
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File No. 


@ nn - 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


_ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION i 


. Seattle, Washington S ae 2 
dn Reply, Please Refer to , October 2, 1972 % E 
: : [— 


Dear Sir: : i. - a 


On Novanber 24, 1971, a man parachuted into the 
below described area with $200,000 in $20 bills. If, while 
eamping or hunting, you should discover any evidence 
concerning this skyjacking please contact the nearest FBI 
Office. 


AREA INVOLVED: 
Bound on the West by US 5, bound on the South by 


sthe Columbia River, bound on the North by the Kalama River, 


and bound on the East by the Skamania - Clark founty line. 
is WHAT TO LOOK FOR: 


a. ) The remains of a man, possibly dead for one year. 


(2, y The remnants of a parachute, harness or 
parachute shroud lines. 


(3.) 10,000 $20 "bills wrapped in a parachute 
canopy, all serial * numbers are known ‘and can De edenta tied. 


(He ) Deteriorated raincoat or overcoat. 
(5.) Small briefease or attache case. 


If any information concerning this matter is 
discovered, it should be reported to the FBI Office at . ‘ 
Seattle, Washington,. Area Code 206, telephone MA 2-0460 collect, 
or to the nearest FBI Office, which can be found by checking 
the ee of your .telephone directory. 


Very truly yours , 


é. Vibe 


“Is. E. MILNES, 
Special Agent in Charge 


’ 


SO0y ae ser 
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Katt pe ctr tee Bad” 


; 
Seat nteeleeees oA nat areas | 


FDASSO TONS Te Te Cay 


cE 


(Mount asl tn Space Below) 


8. nceobet sear 


‘The FBLi is sheperal “that one of sever" “ took for 


al thousand deer’ hunters beating the 

brush in Cowlitz and Clark counties 

this fall may run across evidence of 

D.B. Cooper (or whatever his name is) 

who parachuted out of a jetliner nearly 

He year ago with about 40 pounds of ie 
ills. 

The State Ganie ‘Department i is coop- 
-erating with the FBI and will distribute 
“thousands, of forqp letters asking hunt- 
ers for their hel nd outlining what. to 

spdhiidlL 


i 


3 
J. E. Milnes, special agent in charge 
“at Seattle, asks hunters or campers to 
.contact the FBI if any of the following 
is noticed: at MIS PH 
*“ (Q) The remains of & mi in, possibly 
fead for one year, 
. 42) The remnants of 
“hathess or parachute shroud lines.- 
« (8) Ten thousand $26 bills wrappe 
a parachute canopy. The_seria] num: 
bers a known and can be identified. 


findicate page, name of 
newspapor, cily and state.) 


P.S 
“~The Daily News 
Longview, Washington 


‘ Tom Manning, special oa agent : ae 
ngview, urged anyone having ary ye B 
information concersiing this matter to- 
. report to the nearest F'BI office or call, 
the Seattle office collect, MA2-0460. . 
“The area where the search is ‘being 
rs centrated is bound on thé wést by. 
Interstate Highway 5, on the south dy’ 
«the Columbia River, on the ‘north DY: 
, tye Kalama River, and on the east oy 
the Skamania-Clark county line. . 3.) 4] 


pate: 10/3/72 

Edition: Afternoon 

Author: Dick Pollock 
Eater: John McClelland 


Tithe: 


NORJAK 
Charactor: 


or 
Ctassification: L64-81 
Submitting Office: Seattle 


{Ehwoing Investigated 


COPY SENT TO BUREAU 


OCT 6 1972 
PBI SEATTLE fi 


DB Cooper-26599 ¢ 
REA NT NR TTI: 


ViewSoF News Ws - 


~ Hunt continues 


ByYOU" DON'T. think 
Bureau of Investigation .is” tena- 
ious, read.the story elsewhere-in to- 
- dayéS edition asking hunters te be ale 
for either “D. B. Cooper’ or the $200, 
“000; he bailed out of a jetliner, 


Le 
Serres 2 BTU 


continued from Page Q 


"earl ayearago. ~~". as 
The iB clings to the belief that 

‘ £ skyjacker “Cooper” parachuted from 

za Northwest Airlines jet with 40 
3 pounds in $20 bills somewhere in the 
¥ rugged Léwis River drainage country. 

; Because none of the $20 bills have 
turned up anywhere in the country] the 
; FBI thinks the money and perhaps 
* Cooper's remains are somewhert in 
far eastern. Cowlitz County ¢ or northern 
Clark County. - . 
._ The bureay fas ‘spent thous nds. of 
dollars and employed the services of 
jpindreds of Army troops in massive 

searches of the terrain around Merwin 

spe Yale Lakes. The turned YB, noth, 

i ing. 


"Cooper? is. e se y ‘shyjacker who, 

has never been caught or identified, 
, That bothers the FBI and so it dogged- 
“ly continues to search for its man. It 
will keep after the case until either 
“Cooper” or the money ‘or both are 
* found, Such determination is one {lea- 
son the FBI is such a successful/law, 
énforcement agency. They just | 
working at their cases un! 


salysal ws au 


be Cooper-26600 


SAC, SEATTLE (164-81) (P) October 4, 1972 


SA | He 
bic 
Sub Cc” 
NORJAK 


00: SEATTLE 


SUB _E, SUB C, SUB X 


—— 
Re memo from SAL ~*~“‘*‘~*CSC‘*dS Cth, dated b6 


8/24/72. bic 
On September 27, 1972, | 

Fea] Vancouver, Washington, phone advised that his ee, 
epartment would disseminate literature about unsub to game BIG 


wardens for further dissemination to locai hunters in the 
Lake Merwin Dam area. He advised that he could probably dis- 
seminate 1,500 copies of the literature. 


On September 28, 1972, sa|__ was ae 
advised of the above information at which time he stated that BIG 
he would forward 1,500 copies of the literature regarding the 
unsub to the neview, Washington RA for further dissemination 
to (supra). : 

LEADS 
SEATTLE 
AT VANCOUVER, WASHINGTON 


vin provide! 7 
with literature regarding unsub for further dissemination to bic 


game wardens and subsequent dissemination to local hunters in 
the Lake Merwin Dam area. 


ARMED AND DAXGEEOUS, 


oo Wy ear 
(0 Si 375-3. 
eat. 
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be 


SAC, SEATTLE (64-81)(P) 8/24/72 


| | oe 


NORJAK 


Sebo eo — 


00: SEATTLE Sb K 


14, 1972, 


ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 


Prior to the hunting season which begins October 
and ends November 13, 1972, information and the 


artist's composit of unsub. should be provided to Washington 
State Game Wardens that handle the area into which the hi- 
jacker parachuted. 


In conjunction with tr) Game Warden rae 
was contacted August 22, 1972, and he advised the hunting 
season for the sate of Washington will begin and end as 


follows: 


Regular deer season: October 14-28, 1972 
November 10-12, 1972 


Elk season: October 30 - 
November 13, 1972 
further advised that those game wardens which bé 


handle the areas around Lake Merwin Dam are as follows: _ bie 


— 


(3) 
RNN/s1b 


COWLITZ COUNTY : 


nis =a | Castlerock, Washington, phone ae 


2. CENU)[__| Longview, Wash., phone[__—id 
en pe ee 


SKAMANTA COUNTY S Loc. 
1. ———s| Carson, Washington, phoneL__—d 
CLARK COUNTY J6V Gf- BF PFT 


. 5 te 
AUSS 41972 
_ 


me Mv 
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a 


eo. . e 
SE 164-82 


1.[_] vancouver, Wash.,phone[ 
25 Csié«zz Battleground, Wash.,phone[ | 
3. L_____] vancouver, Wash. , phone[ si 


[___Jstated that contact in the Washington State 
Department of Fisheries for the for the purpose of dissemin- 
ating information to persons who might be in the area into 
which the hijacker parachuted would not prove very fruitful. 

explained that the Department of Fisheries regulate 
food fish primarily and, therefore, their wardens are locate 
along the ocean and the Columbia River and not inland. 


stated that all of the above_Washington State Game Wardens 
nder the direction of 
[= Vancouver, Washington, phone state 


that in. d best be disseminated to game wardens 
through 

LEADS 
SEATTLE 


At Vancouver, Washington 


Will contact 
ace to determine the feasibility of disseminating 
iterature about unsub to game wardens for further dis- 
semination to local hunters in the Lake Merwin Dam area. 
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SAC, SEATTLE (164-81) (P) 8/24/72 


sald Sub E be 


b7C 


Sa 
NORJAK 
00: SEATTLE Cab E- 


Enelosed is a copy of the May 1972 Pacific Power & 
Light bulletin's story concerning the FBI search for 
parachuting skyjacker. This story is being enclosed. for 
information purposes only; however, the following quote from the 
story is noteworthy: 


"The man who boarded the plane in Portiand as 
'D. B. COOPER' literally vanished into the air that November 
night and as this issue went to press nothing new had been 
unearthed in the recent search. 


"This fact, coupled with a popular theory that the 
skyjacker ended up entangled in a tree in blow-freezing 
weather and never made it any father, may make looking for 


'D. B. COOPER’ and the $200,000 ransom a recreational fad on 
the Lewis River this summer." 


(3) 
RNN/slb 


Seat @ 
/6Y-€f- Bote 


Stn 
Eh 
AUG 2.4 1972 


ee As 
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FBI’s Search for Parachuting Skyjacker 
No Picnic Around PP&L’s Merwin Area 


PP&L’s Merwin Park could have passed 
for a mini-military base last month when 
the FBI and the U.S. Army moved in to 
resume the search for the mysterious “D.B. 
Cooper” who hijacked a Northwest Airlines 
"727 Jast November, demanded $200,000 in 
ransom and parachuted with the money 
into the rainy night-—most likely as the 
plane was over the Lake Merwin area. 

‘The area was pinpointed by the FBI 
based on the position of the plane when the 
crew last spoke to the skyjacker over the 
plane’s phone approximately two miles east 
of Woodland. Winds between 25 and 40 
miles per hour were taken into account in 
determining that the hijacker could have 
drifted toward Lake Merwin. 

A portion of the Company’s property and 
surrounding area on the Lewis River in 
southwestern Washington was searched fol- 
Jowing the skyjacking but the November 
weather hindered the operation. 

Then in March, four months after the 


eee eee Rane 


—_ 
SL 
ee 


event, the FBI contacted Pacific wanting 
to renew the search of the rugged, wooded 
terrain and use Merwin Park as its head- 
quarters. Two weeks later 200 men, nine 
helicopters and the support facilities need- 
ed to maintain the men and machines of 
the squadron from Ft, Lewis moved into 
the Company’s recreational facility to assist 
in the air and ground search. 

The resumption of the search, although 
what prompted it was not made public, was 
coordinated with PP&L personnel, Tom 
Selliken, assistant vice president in charge 
of insurance and security, along with Larry 
Ouzts, Joss prevention engineer; G, Eldon 
Drennan, vice president of engineering and 
power operations; Stan Piper, division pow- 
er superintendent; and Joe Nichols, man- 


‘ager of public affairs, metiwith the FBI 
to help determine measures that would - 


insure the security of PP&L’s hydroelectric 
dam and property. 
Normally open to the public, the park 


PICNIC TABLES ON 
‘A HELICOPTER PAD? 
Pacific's Merwin Perk 
with scenes of Army 
Tife—moss tent, mili- 
tary vehicles, first aid 
truck ond helicopters 
— as tho FBI and 
Amy used tho park 
as heedquarters dure 
ing the recent search 
for “D, B. Cooper,” 
missing skylacker. 


rua 
PAG 
Ril boccts 


Urey” oe ame Re PTS 
MEASURES TO INSURE secutity of PP&L’s hydroelectric 
dam and property was worked out prior to thé resump- 
tion of the search. Larry Guzts, left, loss prevention 
engineer, stops at Merwin Park gote to check in with 
FBI agent. 


was closed during the search to guard 
against crowds of curious people on the 
grounds. 

The command post for the operation 
where FBI agents coordinated men and 
helicopters was set up in one of the Com- 
pany buildings at the site. The troops were 
bivouacked in the adjoining park area 
which also served as a helicopter pad. 

‘The man who boarded the plane in Port- 
Jand as “D.B. Cooper” literally vanished 
into the air that November night and as 
this issue went to press nothing new had 
been unearthed in the recent search. 

This fact, coupled with a popular theory 
that the skyjacker ended up entangled 
jn a tree in below-freezing weather and 
never made it any farther, may make look- 
ing for “D.B. Cooper” and the $200,000 
ransom a recreational fad on the Lewis 
River this summer. 
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FD-36 (Rev, $-22-64) 


Transmit the following in 


Fei 
Date: August 22, 1972 


FROM 
SUBJECT 


8/7/72. 


the following leads are being set forth for Bureau 
consideration and approval: 


2 - Bureau 
i.- Portland (Info) 
~ Seattle 


N:31b 
(5) 


Approved: 


Special Agent in Charge U.S, GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1971419198 


-Reference Seattle airtel to the Bureau dated 


(Type in plaintext or code) : | 
{ 
| 


(Priority) 


ACTING DIRECTOR, FBI (164-2121) 
SAC, SEATTLE (164-81) (P) 


NORJAK 
00: Seattle 


In order that this case be given more publicity, 


1. Mats should be made of the artist's conception 
, of Unsub so that small publications with limited 
funds can feature articles concerning this matter 


and include with ‘the story a picture of Unsub 
without incurring the additonal expense of having 
new mats made (Note: » An editor of the Veterans! 
of Foreign Wars publication for the State of 
Oregon has requested such a mat to print a 
picture of Unsub in his next issue). 


If the artist's conception of Unsub is changed 
as suggested in referenced airtel, mats of the 
new picture should also be made. 


Sent __ eM —O~Per 


DB Cooper-26606 


TO 


FROM 


SUBJECT: 


OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
‘MAY sp62 EDITION 


UNrTED srates co@hwenr e 
Memorandum oo, 


SAC, SEATTLE (164-81) . DATE: 5/2/72 


ASRC -__,— 
NORJAK ( 


At 12:00 noon I called the. Bureau and advised 


Assistant Director CHARLES BATES that both subjects were 
in custody. JI also talked tol___—idJand he read the 
press release and dictated it to a stenographer of this 
office. At 12:55 pM[_——sd called back and said go 
ahead and make the press release at_1:15 PM. He requested 
I call Los Angeles and talk to SA to 
whom they had previously spoken and advise them Los Angeles 
could make the release at 1:15 PM also. I did this. 


PRB:klb 


(2) 


ph 


idee 


‘SFARCHED. 


§ 2 


MAY 2 19/72 
FBI—SEATILE 


DB Cooper-26607 
Buy U.S. Savings Bounds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 


bé 
b7c 


b6 
bIC 


b7C 


Dear Mr. Milnes: 


Many thanks for your kind letter Pertaining, to the 
effectiveness of the Fort Lewis trooper Po 
assisted you in your recent effort, I shall trans- ° 
mit your remarks to those individuals who par- 
ticipated and add my personal thanks for their © 
efforts. Sorry our search did not produce the 
results we were both seeking. ¢So it goes, 


Sincerely, 


ALEXANDER R, BOLLING] JR. 
Major General, USA , 


Mr, J. E. Milnes 
Special Agent in Charge 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
1015 Second Avenue 
Seattle, Washington 98104 


” 
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ween 


FBI moves fast on ‘hfackers 


Quick apprehension of: the suspects in two bad : 
to-back airplane hijackings over the weekend is new ; 
confirmation of the continuing effectiveness of the? 

.? Federal Bureau of Investigation. Likewise, yester- 
_ day’s thwarting ofa half-hearted amateurish at-" 


» tempt at the Portland airport. 


More than that, it is a gratifying demonstr ation 
” that pirating’a ‘plane and jeopardizing the lives of 
passengér's and crew in order to extort money does _ 


- not pay, D. B. Cooper notwithstanding, 


: Cooper ‘remains the only fugitive who has fn us! 
‘ated federal agents. And none of the money he 
extorted has turned up. There is no evidence that 
“he survived to spend it, but the fact that neither he ‘ 

« nor his body has been found doubtless inspired imi- ~ 
ctators who used the same techniques, Hopefully, : 
their failure will discourage others who now should 
realize that the odds are long against them. 


Races, 


DB Cooper-26609 


ee 


{Mount Clipping in Spaco Below) 


{indicate page, name of 
newspaper, cfty and state.) 


_lage 12 
Rellinghan Herald 


Bellingham, Wash. 


pate: 4/12/72 
Eattion: Final 
Author! 


eawonVTLLe WK. POLI” 
Tithe; 
NORTAK 


Sheree ce ye & 


Classification: 
Submitting Office: Sonttlie 


CT notng Investigated 
COPY Sit TO BUREAU’ 


SEARCHED nme NDERED sere 
SERIALIZED eeopnan FILED sscnnarnsenns 


sAPR? 7 1872 
FBI—SEATTLE 


o doesn't pay to imitate “D. B. 
Cooper. * Uf the-truth be known, 
“it probably doesn’t pay.to 
.“D, B. Cooper,” either. 
. Excellent. work by Federal 
Bureau of Investigation and 
other law-enforcement agents 
resulted in the rapid arrest over 


the weekend of two suspects in ° * 


separate extorlion-parachute-hi- 
jacking escapades modeled on 
the exploits of “D, B. Cooper,” 


-airliner with $200,000 Thanksgiv- 
ing Eve after ordering the plane 
to “hy from Seattle 10 Reno. 

- Of the cight parachute- hijack- 
ing attempts, ‘only: the ““Cooper”* 
Nt case is listed as unsolved. And 


a 


who parachuted out of ahijacked_- 


(Mount Clipping In Space Below) 


Aig desperados f face e long ‘odds 


to hij finckers.. 


“he might well have met his fate 
in the Southwest Washington wil- - 
-derness. At least, not any of the 
marked bills he received as Tan; | 


sdim have turned Up. 
Thought ix being 


from making rensom payments 
Woe doubt that any 
ie could be made wack 


sueh’ 
ables, 

In any event; 
forcement work such as that dis- 
played in the recent Utah and 
California hijacking escapades 
ought to have a stronger deter- 
rent effect than any’ additionat 
legislation -~ that and stern dedl- 


“ing by the courts with all’ egn- 


victed hijackers. 


DB Cooper-26610 { 


predic merece meme att tt CRP TTC LSE ADE TES 


given in’ 
Congress to. prokibiling airlines « 


good Haween- 


{Indicate page, numo.os 
newspaper, city and atator) 


peAL2 Seattle Tinas . 
Seattlo, Wash. 


pate: 4/11/72 
Edition: Final 

Author: 
Editors 
‘Title: 


Henry MeLeod 
NORJAK 


Charactors , . 
°f 164-81 dub @ 


Clasatftcation: 
Submitting Office: Soatek 
{0 Betng Investigated 


COPY stNt TO BUREAU 


SEARCHED ana tNDEXED 
SERIALIZED .,enyetrnFILED sesenet 
APR? 7 1972 


€BI—SEATTLE 


APE CSE 


SAC, SEATTLE (164-81) 4/7/72 
SA CHARLES BE. PARRELL 


NORJAK 
RE: SEARCH & PUBLICITY 


H PM, on 4/6/72, 
Pt. Lewis, Washington, telephone 
advised that it was his intention 
if FBI approval is given, to make a "low keyed response" 
to the press to the effect that “we are resuming the 
search in the south.” 


advised that, since the movement of 
troops and helicopters from Ft. Lewis to the Vancouver area, 
would generate press inquiries" he planned to contact the 


press on his own iniative, possibly on 4/7/72, to advise them of 


the above. 


advised that the Department of the Army had 
given its approval and felt that the previous search had 
been an excellent training vehicle. 


was advised that any clearance would 
have to come from SAC MILNES who was unavailable at the time 
and he requested that when Mr. MILNES was available that 
[=e contacted at the above telephone numbers. 


After discussing this with Mr. MILNES I called 
[__|back and said that this was satisfactory. 


CEF:kUb 
(3) 


APREY 372 
_FBI—SEATILE 
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Routing Slip 


FD-4 gam. 12-22-69) 4/4/72 
To: WH Director @ | 
au; MECHANICAL seoTEon 3, fates Lot 211! 
cysac Title 
EY ASAC ce ee 
© Supy,§ ——_ HORAK 
(Agent 
se —____ 
1c 
es cc RE: 
{7 Steno 


© Clerk > Rotor: 
ACTION DESIRED 


Co Acknowledge (2) Open Case 

CAssign Reassign __ (-} Prepare lead cards 

1 Bring file Prepare tickler 

COC me (jRetum assignment card 

(Correct CjRetum tile 

(Deadline Search ond return 

C[Deadline passed [See me 

(2) Delinquent (Serial FLL 
7 Discontinue (Post [yRecharge [_)Retum 
CO Expedite Co}Send to 

CJFile (7) Sobmit new charge out 

(77 For information {Submit report by 

CHHandle Type 

(CO lnitial & return 

(C) Leads need attention 


()Retum with explanation or notation as to action taken. 
Bureau is requested to forward to the Seattle 
Division, the following: 


100 copies of the ransom sola 


150 sketches each, of ung! is matter, 
showing him with and Vis oo sees. o 
YL? 


SEATTLE 


See reverse side Office £ 


HAF, sear dB Coopet-26612 _dub & 
164 8/ALGS 


TO : 


FROM ?: 


errintronat na. t0 ® . e@ 
‘MAY 1682 EDITION: . 


OSA FPMR (41 CHR) Fet-11e 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Memorandum 


_to their training program. 


TTL ORRASER CT PORTE EN ne nL FD ce thal anata ali 


SAC, SEATTLE (164-81) pare: 3/27/72 


ASAC PAUL R. BIBLER S uD Ee 


~ Co 
NORJAK . 


Assistant Director BATES called from Divisbn6é. He 
said that they had a call from the Public Affairs Officer 
of the Army. 


The Army is sending out to their Public Affairs 
officers in the field certain questions and answers which they 
anticipate using in connection with publicity in regard 
to the search. 


Question 1: Is the Army assisting the FBI in its 
search for a sky jacker? Answer: Yes. At the request of 
the FBI approximately 200 U. S. Army troops from Ft.Lewis 
ave asSisting in the search for a sky jacker, believed to 
have parachuted in the vicinity of Portland, Oregon, on 
the 24th of November 1971. There is a possibitity this 
sky jacker could have died in his jump. (The Bureau suggested 
to the Army shat they change Portland to LaCenter, Washington) 


Question No. 2 relates purely to the justification for 
the U. S. Army, which is supposed to be defending this country, 
being used in a situation like this and in answer. to it the 
Army saddithey feel it is justified since kh it came at 
the request of a responsible government agency and is related 


BATES did not give me this verbatim since we would not 
be concerned with it. 


Thex No. 3 is another Army question which raises 
is such support legal and the Army answer is Yes. 


BATES suggests that we make no comment other than to 
say, Yes, the Army is assisting us in the search and we 
have no further comment. ~ 


‘DB Cooper-26613 Cd, 
; la 


Dp. Trew wor nw ofe noe 


DIRECTOR, FEL (164-2111) 2/25/72 


LEGAT, CARACAS (164~4) (RUC) 


NORJAK 
060: Seattle 


Re Bureau airtels dated 11/29/71 and 12/7/71. 


The folloviny law enforcement agencies have been con- 
tacted and furnished information regarding captioned matter, 
and they have been requested to be alert to the possible 
presence of the unknown subject in their respective countries: 


5 — Bureau 
Ben Foreign Liaison Desk 
(2 — Seattle 

i + Caracas 

JsLisp 

(6) 


SEARCHED. it 
Se aT 
MAR 1972 


FBL— SEATILE 


DB Cooper-26614 


b7D 


CAR 164-4 


This matter will be brought toe the attention of the 
above agencies on a regular basis, and any pertinent information 
devéloped will be furnished promptly to the Bureau, 
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AIRTEL 


TOs 
FROM: 


KORTAR 


e 7 


2/24/72 


4 


DIRECTOR, FBI (164-2111) 
SAC, WFO (164-169) C p) 


Re Air Transport Association of America (ATA): 


G: b6é 
bIC 
zy ye nnecticut Gvenuc, N.ti., WC, telephone munber 


a 


extension[ | was contacted concerning possible 


suspects in captioned matter, Specifically, a discussion 


was had wit! 


concerning Unsub's apparent bitter- 


hess tovard eirlines with the view in mind that Unsub nay 
have complained to ATA concerning some grievance. 


was most cooperative and stated he vould BG 


a 
discuss the natter with ATA's Director of the Office of eIc 


Enforcenent. He also stated he was willing to devote an 

ATA “Seeurity Bulletin" to the matter. This bulletin is fur- 
nished to. the nation's{major airports and .also to the 
Security Gffices of the 26 largest airlines. Thereafter, its 
contents arc discussed : by the vorious airline Sceurity 
Committee Chairmen with their respective groups. In this 
regard, 


2 - Bureau 


cs 
'Z.- Seattle 
Qu @ 


1 - ure 


cot 


wl, 
TET2dlb 


(5) 


vas exhibited a copy of the January 1972 


<2 


b rz 
‘SEARCHED, sue ZI 


SER BDL 
FEB 26 1972 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (164-2111) : 2/23/72 


eww Sg em 
, NORJAK -Cc 


Re Bureau airtel, 12/7/71. 


Ransom list has bee: ished t b6 
[Jana to Artist's bic 
. conception of individual believed to be subject in this case likewise b7D 


furnished to[" | 


2 discussed with 
who advised Li: ransom bilis 
rr en widely distributed He stated would promptly bé 


furnish Legat any information developed regarding captioned case. bIC 
b7D 


N, 


\- Bureau: 


- Foreign Liaison Desk} 
- Seattle, Info.) . AC 
1 as Lok £) “aap 
TNG/sip : 
, MAR ys 


G) 


FG) — SEATFLE 
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FILE (164-81) 2/29/72 
SAC, SEATTLE 


NORJAK 


saL__—— J called from the Burau on 2/29/72 b6 
and referred to the Bureau's authorization to distribute bic 
a circular letter to law enforcement officers concerning 
a missing person as the likely subject in this case. 


He said the response has not been received and he 
wished the reply to the Bureau be prepared at once. 


JEM: eon 
(2) 


‘SEARCHED, TROEXEO_.. 
snc uo Zp 
FEB29 1972 


FBI—SEAI (LE 
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pa ee TE 
AIRTEL AIRMAIL : ” 


TO 


» 


DIRECTOR, FBI (164-2111) 
FROM : SAC, SEATTLE (164/81) (~P-) | 
SUBJECT: NORJAK ; 


Re Bureau ‘airtel. to Seattle datea 2/17/72. 


Enclosed herewith are two copies of a proposed _ 


draft of a circular letter to be submitted to ait, law enforce~ , 
ment agencies. 


If the esc letter is approved, ‘the Bureau is 
requested to furnish sufficient number to each field office 


80 that it can be disseminated to law enECECOnent agencies ; 
-within their territory. 7 


Copies of the artist's conception, with and without : 
glasses, are not being enclosed; however, the Bureau is 
requested to include these in the letters just “prior to the 
description as set forth. 3 


- Bureau (Encl 20 : ae is 
(Q= Seattle “AS . r : 
SD:klb A : 

(4) B 


Sertalized..—— 


Fndexed 2. aon 
a Biled_——_-———=* 


ee an\y gearched ———— , 
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erat ety sere 
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| UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


In Reply, Please Refer to Washington, D.C. 
File No. Ip 2s 


TO ALL LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES: 


On the afternoon of November 24, 1971, a Northwest 
Airlines Boeing 727, bound from Portland, Oregon, to Seattle, 
Washington, was hijacked on take-off at Portland. 
y 


The hijacker who boarded at Portland, and who 
threatened to detonate a bomb allegedly carried in his 
briefcase, was given $200,900. in used twenty-dollar bills 
and four parachutes, when the plane landed at Seattle. 

All passengers and part of the crew were then permitted to 
leave the plane. 


i “he aircraft took off from Seattle, and the hijacker 
is believed to have left the aircraft, using the parachutes, 
ever the southwestern part of Washington State. 


The hijacker has not been identified and no trace 
has been found of him, the parachutes, or the money. 


A composite description of the hijacker and 
two photographs of an artist's conception, are set out: 


ae x Nui @ 
144-8) -2336 
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FBI. . woo OE 
‘Transmit in a via _Adrtes —~ 
apa aaa [Bype in plaintext or code) Priority) 
TO: SAC, Seattle (164-81) pan 27/72 | 


ROM: Director, FBI (164-2111) 


. Soe. Ce. | 
“ BB. 


Promptly submit your proposal for circular letter 
in this case for distribution to all continental police agencies 
for potential suspects who are being carried as missing persons 
by police agencies. Submit your proposal in accordance 
with Manual of Rules and Regulations, Part II, Section 6E. 


NORJAK 


(This line for LEFT MARGIN.) 


(Do GA Ven 


DB Cooper-26624+ °° | 


1015 Second Avenue 


Seattie, Washington 98104 
February 23, 1972 


WEST MAGAZINE DIS 


LOS ANGELES TfMES 
Times Mirror Square 
Los Angeles, California 90053 


Reference is made to your telephone call 
this date. 


In the event our Los Angeles Office has 
not been able to make descriptive data in this case 
available to you, I am enclosing an artist's concep- 
tion of the hijacker, one with glasses, one without 
and a description which has previously been released 
in this matter. : 


I hope this will be of some assistance 


to you. 
“very truly yours, 
_i ~ Addressee JE. Milnes, 
2)- Seattle (164-81) Speciallagent in Charge 
RB:kib 
Encl 3 


DB Cooper-26625 ae 


SAC, SEATTLE (62-0) 2/14/72 
b7c 


WEST MAGAZINE 
Los Angeles Times 
MISCELIANEOUS 


ee es ee for WEST MAGAZINE, b6 
tos Angeles Time newspaper, telephonically contacted this PS 


office in ards to a story that his magazine plans on 
publishitg.f == 1 advised thet he had contacted the 


Los Angeles office of the FBI and they referred him to 
Seattle, 


[_Jandicatea that his magazine, a supplement to b6 
the Toa Angeles Times newspaper,xware planning a BIG 
feature article on the “UNSUB; Northwest Airlines 
Skyjacking,"* and any information t id be furnished 
the magazine would be apprediated. re quested 


that he be furnished with a photo of the composite 
drawing, descriptive data and any other non*classified 
information that would assist in writing the article, 


Any information te be supplied can be sent ¢/6 


WEST MAGAZINE 

LOS ANGEIES TIMES 

TIMES MIRROR SQUARE 

-LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90053 


FEL/fee 
(2) 
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am oe i 
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Director, FBI (164-2111) February 17, 1972 


[—] aee-18) em 


NORJAK 


Re Bureau airtels November 29 and December 7, 
1971. ' 


b7D 


advised 
on February 16, 1972, that its alerted police districts 


have not developed any information to date relating to 
the unknown Subject in this cas 
any information 


relating to DAN COOPER or D. B. COOPER as described in H 
Bureau airtels. 


The composite drawing of unknown individual 
who used the name of DAN COOPER when he hijacked 
Northwest Airlines 2light 305, a: copy of the 
ransom list, have been furateked ee Seek the b7D 
request that logical ingquirles be instituted to identify 
the unknown subject. 


hould any pertinent information be developed 
the Bureau will be advised promptly. biD 


5H eau (1 - Foreign Liaison Desk) 
Seattle) : : 
1 « : _ bID 
TIB: . i 
(6) ‘ . 


3). 


SEARCHEO.__INDEXED_ 
Seeing ah a 
FES 0/2 1972 


& 


FBi— SEATTLE 
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FBI 


Date: 


2/10/72 
Tranemitt the following in Type in plaintext or coda? 


(Priority) 


Tot SAC, SEATTLE (164-81)° 
“From: SAC, PHOENIX (164-100) (P) 
Subject: \NORJAK 
\ 001 -SEATTER. , 
ye é P 
\ UNSUB SHOULD BE CONSIDERED ARMED AND DANGEROUS, 
Ye 
| ReBUsirtel to AYbany, 12/7/71, and ete nitel to Butte, 
| Montana, 12/20/71 
ae Enclosed for Seattle are two copies of investigative 
\insert reflecting investigation within the Phoenix Division, 
. ene te copies of an administrative insert. 
‘NS 


BHOENIX DIVISION Ri : 


AT TUCSON, ARIZONA 


WiLL contact appropriate information to secure photo- 
graph of x any necessary information to bé 
possibly eliminate as a suspect in this matter, bic 


/ 


Q- speveral Enels.4) 


~ Phoenix 


REL/pa : 
(3) ree cr INDEXED... 
SERIALIZED, FILED, 


FEB 41972 


: DB Cooper-26628 
Approved: __ Sent MOP eer £ 


4 ‘: Special Agent in Charge 
——— Ries ee ee, 


PX 164-100 
REL/pap 
I 


e following investigation was conducted by saL__] 
at Phoenix, Arizona: 


On Decamber 6, 1971, a memo to all agents, including 
an artist's conception of the unknown subject, was disseminated 
in the Phoenix Division regarding the subject's hijacking. 


llowing investigation was conducted by saL__| 
» at Phoenix, Arizona: 
On December 31, 1971, a memo was disseminated to each 
resident agency within the Phoenix Division requesting that all 


parachute clubs and associations be contacted for possible. infor- 
mation concerning the unknown subject. 


The following investigation was conducted by saL__] 
+ at Flagstaff, Ayizona: 


On December 18, eT Coconino 
County Sheriff's office, advised that there were no known parachute 


clubs or associations within the area of the Flagstaff resident 
agency area. 


The following investigation was conducted by SAL] 


Lat Kingman, Arizona: 


Contacts with local law enforcement agencies reveal 
there are not any parachute clubs in Mohave County, Arizona. 


‘The following investigation was conducted by SA 


i a ad TO 0 Ay alannah sn SRR, 


b6 
BIC 


b6 
b7Cc 


be 
bIC 


b6 
b7c 


be 
bIC 


bé 
On December 20, 171,07 —s«zd: U. S, Parachute b7e 


Service, 6876 East Baseline, Mesa, Arizona, was contacted 
regarding captioned matter. He stated the only person he would 


consider capable of performing subject hijacking | aoe be a : 
parachutist named However, he advisedL___| was dwt. ® 
approximately and did not match the description 

4 


of the Unsub. 


SEARCHED ___INDEXED.___ 
SERIANZED___FILFO. 


FE GREET! 4972 


FBI— stdtie: 
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PX 164~100 
REL/pap 
2 


[J stated of the Regional Office of 
the Federal Aviation Administratio FAA), Sky Harbor Airport, 
Phoenix, would have a photograph o in the event it was 


necessary to pursue this line of investigation any further. 


anmed f= =] to his 7 
knowledge was a in Coolidge, Arizona. 
He further advised, however, that did not match the 


description of the Unknown subject. 


[_| €urnishea the following list of names and 
addresses of those persons having parachute jumping clubs 
or involved with the clubs in the Arizona area: 
Sky~Hi “Pionge 


(Club: 40th Street, north of Bell Road) 


Southwest Aviation 
eer Valley Drive 
mee ‘Valley Airport 
Phoenix, A;izona 
Phone 942-3691 
(Owns aireraft used Coolidge/Florence Airport) 


at Coolidge Airport) 


DB Cooper-26630 


be 
bic 


b6 
bIC 


b6 
bIC 


be 
b7c 


b6 
bIc 


PX 164-100 
REL/pap 


of Rebel Skydivers) 


at Ryan Field, Tucson) 
On December_21, 1971, and December 28, 1971, attempts 


were made to contact Federal-Aviation Administration 
(FAA) which met with negative results. 


On January 4, 1972, attempts to contact[ 
[EL | met Width negative results, 


On January 5, 1972, 


4 [~~ statea he is the] for the 


U. S. parachute association for the Phoenix-Coolidge, Arizona 
area, He advised that the artist's conception of the unknown 
subject does mt at all resemblepoo 

| further stated the artist's conception did 
not resemble any of those persons known to him t sociated, 
with parachute jumping in the state of Arizona. was 
given a copy of the artist's conception and was requested to 


contact the Phoenix FBI office in the event he encountered 
someone that resembled the Unknown subject. 
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bE 


b6 
bIC 


b7c 


be 
bic 


be 
b7c 


b6 
b7C 


be 
b7Cc 


PX 164-100 


REL: lmb 
5 
[___resseart atz-soaring club) 
i investigation was conducted by 
SA at Phoenix, Arizona: 


On January 19, 1972, a memorandum to all Agents 
was dissminated throughout the Phoenix Division noting that 
all local informants and sources be contacted for information 


of lead value concerning NORJAK. 


ary 26, 1972 
stated 
that jumps 
in _P! 


ix. She advised she is familiar 
with'a jumper named but that he in no way, resembles 
the artist's conception of the Unknown Subject. She stated 
the artist’s conception did not resemble any one she is 
acquainted with in the field of parachute jumping in the 

State of Arizona. 


[eee ts given a copy of the artist's conception 
for future reference. . 


Janua 26, 1972, ariJanuary 31, 1972, attempts 
to contact Southwest Aviation, 1800 West Deer Valley 


Drive, Deer Valley Airport, met with negative results. 


DB Cooper-2643 


be 
b7C 


bE 
b7C 


bIC 


b6 
b7c 


"PX 164-100 
2° REL: mb 


"+ ADMINISTRATIVE 


he following 


negative results: 


for 


sources were > contacted by sal] 
information of lead value with 


Page 
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jo Data 


2/10/72 
= hee EB 
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (164-2111) Ce 
FROM: SAC, WFO (164-169) (P) D 
NORTAK 


Re WFO airtel to Bureau, dated 1/24/72. 


Enclosed for the Bureau and Seattle is one copy 
for each of the February, 1972, issue of “Air Line Pilot," 
re rhiaes magazine of the Air Line Pilot's Association 

ALPA). : 


Re Air Line Pilot's Association! 


? On 2/10/72, enclosed magazines were received by 
WFO from ALPA, 1329 E 6 
Street, N.W., Washington, D. C. (WDC). Page 29 of the magazine —»’”° 
contains information and composite photographs concerning 
captioned matter. 


As previously noted in re airtel, this magazine 
has a world wide circulation of over 40,000, 


UNSUB CONSIDERED DANGEROUS. eo 
Wr - 
iva ¢ wr 
wr Aub. & 
~ Bureau (Enc. 1) ar ; BASE 
(2)- Seattle (164-81) (Ene. DAS by 


~ WEO ioe SEARDHED._. 


fy SERIALE LED emmeemne 
citi: 3h Br Ae FEB (41972 
G) Va FBI - SEATTLE 


ISAC it 


DB Cooper-26636 Fimo > a7 


Matise cone 

GSA Frtan t cPn) forthe @ : ‘ e@ 
UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
Memorandum 


To : SAC, SEATTLE (164-81) : pare: _2/11/72 


| vs 
jo8 


| supjecr: NORJAK ~ pie a Pe 
who as[ fs 
ives a pie 
is employed 


n 2/10/72) 

’ The Regional vanager [om name not Known to SA eS 
L____] issued a memorandum recently to a is store managers to the bre 
effect that he was aware that D.B. COPPER T shirts and records were 

being solid on the Open market. 2 


following remarks. 


He decreed that- -any store- manager whe offered these items for sale 
_ Would be summarily fired. 


CNG 
(2) 


DB Cooper-26637 
Bay U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 


wQ-108 


DIRECTOR, FBI (164-2111) : 1/26/72 
ik SAN FRANCISCO (164-220) bibs | 
NORJAK ¢ ; 


Enclosed for the Bureau and for Seattle is one copy 
each of the January, 1972 issue of the *Parachutist,” the monthly 
publication of the U.S. Parachute Association. 


On page 3 js the artist's conception of the UNSUB, 
along with his description, and a notice to contact the nearest 
FBI Office if any information is received which might lead to 
his identity. 


2 - Bureau (Encl. 1) 
Seattle (164-81) 
~ San Francisco 
bhe/cad , 
(4) 


23 senso ene 
set OS JAN 2/8 19727 


DB Cooper-26638 


- Bureau (Enc, 1 
12)- Seattle (164- ay (Ene. he 


greeny, 


1/24/72 
AIRTEL Lous tet eae 
Tof «DIRECTOR, FBI (164-2111) Sat Cc 
FROM: SAC, WEO (164-169) (P) "| "ob Suse ?.7 
oe Sf Buesrin 
NORJAK ( 
Bescsrise ) 


ReBureau teletype to WFO, dated 12/30/71. 


Enclosed for the Bureau is one and for Seattle two 
copies of the January, 1972, issue of the “Pilot Bulletin," the 


‘monthly publication of the Air Line Pihats Association (ALPA). 


Re Air Line Pilets Association: 


On /7/72,,__ ava, 
1329 E Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. (WDC), advised that the 
"Pilot Bulletin" has a circulation of 31,000 and that the 
bulletin is currently being mailed to ALPA members. 


Tt is noted that page 7 of the bulletin contains 
composite photographs and descriptive data concerning unsub 


involved in captioned matter along with a brief’ © h 
was written by 


1 - WFO 


CWH:meh 
(5) ~ 


BB Cooper-26639 


be 


i b7! 


TO 


FROM 3; 


subjecr: 


pp 


OPTIONAL, FORSt 
MAY 1982 LOTION . 
SSA FPMN (a een) sone ‘ 


: UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT . ‘ 


Memorandum ; 


PILE (164-81) pate: 1/10/72 St 


SA DONALD J. STEELE Jub: BA. ’ 
t 


. NORJAK 


. ? 
on 1/10/72. ————*dYsmaMINNEAPOLIS STAR bé 

newspaper, called desiring information on which to base BIC 

a story on this hijacking. He desired to know the FBI 

techniques involved and the status of investigation. 

He was advised that no information along this line could 

be furnished to him and he was referred to the Bureau 

for such information. 


DIS:klb . . ~ 


) : 


SEARCHED __ INDEXED. 


SERIALIZED____FLED. _ 
eA j 


FBI—-SEATILE 


Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 


sere wees ee eee dete geet ken ee a . 
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% 


aa aS Oe aL REE CNT COT SNSRACTO SAE ETT ER 


OP TIOFEAL FORM NO. 19 
MAY {682 EDFTIon ‘ 
GSA Pema (a1 CAR) tote . 


UNITED ‘STATES GOVERNMENT 


Memorandum 


vo : SAC, SEATTLE (164-81) pare: 11/29/71 


From : SA JOHN L KETCHAM (P) 


supject: UNSUB; NWA, Flight #304 
Portland to Seattle, 11/24/71 So 8B rg 
CAA spitdackings Extortion . 


CIRCULARIZATION : . Cc 
Doctors , 


Most, but not all, State Doctors belong to the Washington 
State Medical Association, an organization with 3500 members, 
They are located at 444 NE Ravenna Blvd., Seattle. They use a 
mailing bureau and have addressogranh plates (small charge for 
. their service), 


Hospitals / 
Washington State Hospital Assn,, 601 Broadway, Seattle, 


has addressograph plates, most hospitals,, but not goverhment 
institutions, about 225 hospitals in Assn, 


Clinics 


KXOAS — 
g 
‘ 


Travel Agents 


PROBATION OFFICERS 
State- 1o4-8)- FPS 


Office, West Side Center, P 0 Boxy 1398, Olympia, 98591, there 
are about 120 such officers for the 


Fede . 
. U.S. Cornet House, Seattiel 
and Tacoma people; Spokane area, 2, send t 
[__]v.S. Curt House, Spokane, 99210, 


jlk Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 


DB Cooper-26642 


NR 925 WF PLAIN 


5:39 P M NITEL 1-4-72 ASU 
TO DIRECTOR 
SEATTLE 
FROM WASHINGTON FIELD (164-169) 


NORJAKs 
t 
NRE BUREAU TELETYPE TO WFO, DATED DECEMBER TWENTY LAST. 
RE AIR LINE PILOTS ASSOCIATION CALPA): 
ON JANUARY THREE Last, SsS—~idYS 
S| ALPA, WASHINGTON, DC, WAS FURNISHED COMPOSITE 
PHOTOGRAPHS OF UNSUB ALONG WITH DESCRIPTIVE DATA IN CONFORMANCE 
WITH, INSTRUCTIONS CONTAINED IN RELELETYPE. [__Jaovrseo THAT 
THIS INFORMATION WILL APPEAR IN NEXT ISSUE OF “PILOT BULLETIN’ 
WHICH WILL BE MAILED OUT WEEK OF JANUARY TEN THROUGH FOURTEEN 


NEXT. INFORMATION WILL BE ACCOMPANIED, BY ALPA EDITORIAL To 
COMBAT QUOTE[_——=«| QUOTE TYPE PUBLICITY BEING GIVEN 
HIJACKER BY VARIOUS NEWS MEDIA. ‘ 

ON JANUARY FOUR INSTANT,[_ JADVISED THAT HE HAS b6 | 


b7c 
INITIATED ACTION TO INCLUDE DESCRIPTION OF UNSUB ALONG WITH ! 
COMPOSITE IN ALPA MAGAZINE, DUE FOR RELEASE FIRST WEEK OF Qb &. 


ENDDPAGE ONE 


PAGE Two 


FEBRUARY. THIS MAGAZINE HAS WORLDWIDE SUBSCRIPTION OF 


APPROXIMATLEY FORTY-FIVE THOUSAND. 
UNSUB DANGEROUS. P. 

END 

VAB 

FBI SEATTLE CLR 


e 


oes eh elena 
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OPTIONAL, FORM 80, 16 “i 
May y9e2 EorTIoN ie 2 ‘ 
GSA rMn (ab cf) ein s 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
Memorandum 


TO :SAG (164-81) DATE: 1-1-72 


Oe ae ae 


FROM :SA R. BERT CARTER 


SUBJECT:UNSUB 3 
NORTHWEST FLIGHT 305 
11-24-71 
CAA-HIJACKING; EXTORTION 
00:SE: 


On 1-1-72, Associated Press Seattle Bureau, 
MU2-1812, Seattle, telephonically advised he now understands . 
the name D. 8, COOPER name on the manifest of. 
the plane but that oe | He would like confirmation 
of this, if possible, 


He was toid that the spokesman for the office, the sac, 
was out of the city. He requested that the SAC call hit or 
any AP representative on duty on 1-3-72 and advise concerning 
the above. 


rbe (2) 


es pA -SL- EXE, 


SCRIANZE FLED, 1it 
a 872 
EBI- SEATTLE rf 


ue ff 
“ f DB Cooper-26645 


Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan . 


12/30/71 


PLAINTEXT 


TELETYPE URGENT 


TO $C WFO det Co 


FROM DIRECTOR FBI 
NORJAK, 
RE WFO TELETYPE DECEMBER TWENTYEIGHT LAST 
AND SEATTLE TELETYPE DECEMBER TWENTYNINE LAST AND 
BUREAU TELEPHONE CALL TO WFO DECEMBER THIRTY INSTANT. 
BUREAU AUTHORITY IS GRANTED TO PUBLISH ARTICLE IN 
PILOTS BULLETIN USING LANGUAGE SET FORTH IN REFERENCED 
SEATTLE TELETYPE, GLOSSY PHOTOGRAPHS OF ARTIST'S 
CONCEPTION WITH AND WITHOUT GLASSES ARE AVAILABLE AT 
THE BUREAU AND SHOULD BE IMMEDIATELY OBTAINED BY 
WFO, COPY MAILED SEATTLE. 
1- SEATTLE 


DB Cooper-26646 


FD-16 (Rev. $-22-64) , . “ 
oe @ ® 


FBI 
Date: 12/29/71 


Transmit the following in 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


ty 
Lal 


(Priority) t 


FROM: SAC, LOS ANGELES (164-497) (P) 


: On 22/27/71, RUDY WEBER, former Special Agent of 
the PBI, and rs anager of Security for Vons Grocery 
“Company, 10350 Los Azusa Road, El Monte, California 


advised b6 
the Southern California Grocers Association (SCGA), would b7C 
consider printing the list of ransom money in the "Grocer's 
‘Journal", a monthly publication of the SCGA, distributed 
‘to most large grocers in Southern California. 
~ | 
On 12/28/71,.________]was contacted and advised BS 
he was very willing to print such a list in the "Grocer's PIC 
Journal", and stated the next issue is to be published 
1/10/72. . 
b6 
b7C 


My, WEBER has advised i 
Bay Area Grocers Association, inc. is] 
medmont Street, Oakland, California, telephone 


could also be contacted regarding the possibility o aving 
the list printed in the San Francisco Bay Area trade magazine. 


In addition, he furnished the following names and 
addresses of similar magazines distributed widely in the U.S, 
which might also be considered for such dissemination: 


~ Seattle 
- Los Angeles 


crs/lme 


SEA TTS Danergpmcrre 
‘SERU LED, foe 
_JANO3 1972 d } 


: DB Cooper-26647 


Spe qial Agent an Charge # U.S, GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1969 © = 946-090 (11) 


- 


WROB6 SE PLAIN 


, 


2:58PM NITEL 12/29/71 VAB 

TO DIRECTOR (164-2111) : 
WFO (164-169) 

FROM SEATTLE (164-81) 


NORJAK. 


RE: WFO TEL DECEMBER TWENTYEIGHT, LAST. 
RE: AIRLINE PILOTS ASSOCIATION, WASHINGTON, D.C. CALPAD. : 
REFERENCED TELETYPE SETS FORTH THATL OO SSSCSd ae 
[_] apa, INDICATED WILLINGNESS TO PUBLISH INFORMATION CON-, 
CERNING CAPTIONED MATTER IN MONTHLY PUBLISHED "PILOT BULLETIN". 


BUREAU AUTHORITY IS REQUESTED TO HAVE THE FOLLOWING NOTICE PUB- 
LISHED IN JANUARY ISSUE OF PILOT BULLETIN: 

ENCLOSED IS AN ARTIST'S CONCEPTION OF THE HIJACKER WHO EXTORTED 
TWO HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS FROM NORTHWEST AIRLINES ON NOVEMBER 
TWENTYFOUR LAST. THIS MAN IS DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWSs 
END PAGE ONE 


DB Cooper-26649 


_ B48) IF 


PAGE TWO 
164-81 


RACE WHITE, SEX MALE, AGE MID FORTIES, HEIGHT FIVE FEET TEN 
INCHES TO SIX FEET, WEIGHT OWE HUNDRED SEVENTY TO ONE HUNDRED EIGHTY 
POUNDS, BUILD AVERAGE TO WELL BUILT, COMPLEXION OLIVE, LATIN APPEAR- 
ANCE, MEDIUM SMOOTHs- HAIR DARK BROWN OR BLACK, NORMAL STYLE, PARTED 
ON LEFT, COMBED BACK, SIDEBURNS, LOW EAR LEVEL$ EYES POSSIBLY BROWN. 
DURING LATTER PART OF FLIGHT PUT ON DARK, WRAP AROUND SUNGLASSES 
+ WITH DARK RIMS. VOICE LOW, SPOKE INTELLIGENTLY, NO PARTICULAR AC- 


CENT, POSSIBLY FROM MIDWEST SECTION OF THE UNITED STATES, CHARAC- 


TERISTIC HEAVY SMOKER OF RALEIGH FILTER TIP CIGARETTES. WEARING AP- 
PAREL BLACK SUIT; WHITE SHIRT; NARROW BLACK TIE$ BLACK DRESS SUIT$ 
BLACK RAIN DASH TYPE OVERCOAT OR DARK TOP COAT$ DARK BRIEFCASE OR 
ATTACHE CASE; CARRIED PAPER BAG FOUR INCHES BY TWELVE INCHES BY FOUR- 
TEEN INCHES; BROWN SHOES. 

IF YOU HAVE ANY INFORMATION WHICH MIGHT LEAD TO THE IDENTITY 
OF THIS INDIVIDUAL, PLEASE CONTACT THE NEAREST FBI OFFICE. 
END PAGE Two 


DB Cooper-26650 


ar 


PAGE THREE 
164-81 


IF APPROVED, A GLOSSY PICTURE OF UNSUB WITH AND WITHOUT GLASSES 

SHOULD BE FORWARDED BY THE BUREAU To WFO TO ACCOMPANY THE ARTICLE. 

FOR THE INFORMATION OF THE BUREAU, THE ABOVE WORDING IS THE 
SAME AS WAS APPROVED FOR PUBLICATION IN THE “PARACHUTIST’S MAGA- 
ZINE” AND "SKYDIVER”. . 

SEATTLE INDICES CONTAIN NO DEROGATORY INFORMATION CONCERNING 
ALPA. WFO ADVISE RESULTS OF INDICES CHECK REGARDING ALPA AND ANY 
REASON FOR NOT ACCEPTING OFFER. 

END 


JLB FBI WASH DC ¢(2) 


i 
DB Cooper-26651 


oa * . S .  ) 
” . 


NROBS WF PLAIN Antl- 

432PM URGENT [12-28-71 SKA ~ Cc 

TO DIRECTOR (164-2111) . . 
a L., 


SEATTLE (i64-81) 
FROM WASHINGTON FIELD (164-169) 


NORJAK : ve 


REFERENCE SEATTLE WITEL TO. WFO, DATED DECEMBER TWENTY 
SEVEN SEVENTYONE. 
RE AIR LINE PILOTS ASSOCIATIONCALPA), WASHINGTON, 
.  meuaerearemernnetsi tt CC OA AAA LAL . 
ropay,[_ tra, ze 
: bic 


ONE THREE TWO NINE E STREET, N.W., WDC, ADVISED THAT HIS 


DeCot 


ORGANIZATION PUBLISHES MONTHLY “PILOT BULLETIN” FOR ALPA 
NEMBERS ONLY AND THAT SAME HAS DISTRIBUTION OF THIRTY 


[___] Was EXTREMELY COOPERATIVE AND STATED HE Pe 


THOUSAND. 


WOULD GLADLY INCLUDE uNsUB" S COMPOSITE PHOTOGRAPH ALONG WITH 
DESCRIPTION OF UNSUB aN BACKGROUND OF GAPTIONED HIGACKT NG 
IN JANUARY “PILOT BULLETIN", DUE FOR RELEASE LATTER PART OF 
NEXT WEEK. IN ORDER TO BE INCLUDED, INFORMATION AND 

END PAGE ONE , 


SEARCHED wtassus, HHBEXED... 
SERA FILE 


DEC #8 1971 


FBI. SEATTLE 


DB Cooper-26652 h a 4 


NROaS LV PLAIS ss 
642 PM NITEL 12-23-71 GES 

To SEATTLE 

FROM LAS VEGAS 164-66 IP 


NORJAK 


RE SEATTLE TEL DECEMBER TWENTY LAST. 

ALL SOURCES IN LAS VEGAS DIVISION BEING CONTACTED CONCERNT Ne 
CAPTIONED MATTER. BANK ROBBERY SUSPECTS PROGRAM REVIEWED FOR 
ANY INDIVIDUAL WHO COULD BE CONSIDERED As SUSPECT IN CAPTIONED 
MATTER, NO INDIVIDUALS IN THIS PROGRAM NET DESCRIPTION AND NONE 
WHO COULD LOGICALLY BE CONSIDERED AS SUSPECT. 

BANKING ASSOCIATIONS AND BANKS CONTACTED RE BAIT LIST aNd’ 
COPIES FURNISHED TO THEM. ALL BANKS ARE REQUESTED TO ALERT 
EMPLOYEES FOR ANY LARGE DEPOSITS AND/OR EXCHANGES OF BILLS. 

NEWSPAPERS IN LAS VEGAS AND RENO CONTACTED RE ARTICLE 
CONCERNING LIST OF RANSOM BILLS AND ARE AGREEABLE TO PUBLISHING 
SUCH AN ARTICLE. NEWSPAPERS IN NEVADA ARE AT INTERVALS RUNOING 
NEWSPAPERS STORIES CONCERNING HIJACKING. 

INVESTIGATION CONTINUING . 

END 
DCA 
FBI SEATTLE 


_ DB Cooper-26655 


MR O96 PD, PLAIN. =, 

3:50 PM. URGENT ‘19-22-71 Lug 
“0: SEATTLE (16a-d1) | 

Roti: PORTLAND (164-41) <P) IP 


NORJAK. NE a 


“RE SEATTLE, TELETYPE TO BUTTE AND OTHER QFFICES, DECEMBER TWENTY’ 
SEVENTYONE. ie es eee a, OE Bee 


‘ 


“ALL LosTcaL INFORMANTS In OREGON "ARE IW PROCESS ‘OF BEING CONTAC 


u 


-- Cate: . 3 wok * 


BANX ROBBERY SUSPECT PROGRANS HAVE BEEN REVIEWED AND ARE RECELVIG 


cout rivous APTENTION Uy connectrow vik THIS CASES f : 
OREGON BANKERS ASSOCEATION FORWARDED PERTENEGT INFORMATION To. “ALL ae 2 


BANKS 1M ‘OREGOW on DECEMBER SEVENTEEN SEVENTYONE AND SAVINGS. AM LOAN: 6” 


if Oy, 


SROSCCRBLION MILL SEND SAME INFORMATION To ALL SAVINGS AND LOAN” 
ASSOCEATIONS IM OREGON THIS. WEEK. ALL BANKS 4nd’ Savties “axn’ : 


N 


LOAN ASSOCIATIONS IN OREGON HAVE BEEN FURNISHED WITH LIST OF Ranigot 


‘SERIAL NUMBERS.” : ane 


> SAG HAS, CONTACTED ORNGONTAN AND OREGON JOURNAL, BOTH PORTLAND 
eee 

“NEVSPAPERS. ENTIRE RAUSOM LIST CONNGT, BE PRIYTED ‘pechuse oF cost’ 

BUT FEATURE STORIES OF HIJACKTHG VILL, BE RBM IN EARLY Enpsee 


fe ow DB Cooper-26656. 


FRI. erermme 


FD-36 tig Soa} . O 


1 

t 

{ 

ow 
if 

{ 

( 

t 

I 


FBI 
Date: 12/20/71 


Sy 


Transmit the following in - Se B oO 
(Type in plaintext or code} 7 | 
y TELETYPE NITEL a 1 x 
ia (Priority? Hl MM 
a | nen 
TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (164-2111) 
FROM: SAC, SEATTLE (164~81) DAILY TELETYPE 
NORJAK. 


WEST COAST OFFICES WERE REQUESTED TODAY TO: 
ONE, CONTACT ALL INFORMANTS; TWO, REVIEW BANK 
ROBBERY SUSPECT PROGRAM WHERE NORJAK UNSUB couLD BE A SUSPECT; 
THREE, CONTACT BANKERS ASSOCIATIONS AND REQUEST THEY CIRCULARTZy 
"g0 BANKS AND SAVINGS AND LOAN ASSOCIATIONS TO ALERTTHEIR 
EMPLOYEES TO ANY LARGE DEPOSITS OF TWENTY DOLLAR BILLS OR 
UNUSUAL SAFE DEPOSIT ACTIVITY; FOUR, ARRANGE FOR PUBLICATION 


. LIST oF 
IN LOCAL NEWSPAPERS OF THE FACT THAT THE/RANSOM BILLS ARE 


AVAILABLE TO THE LOCAL POLICE DEPARTMENT, BANKS, AND FBI 


‘OFFICES » TO CHECK SUSPECTED TWENTY DOLLAR BILLS. . ; yo 


SEATTLE ALSO HAS REQUESTED FIELD OFFICES COVERING 


HEADQUARTERS OF unsow’,s. AIRLINES TO CONTACT THE AIRLINES 


TO DEVELOP ANY LIKELY SUSPECTS AMONG THEIR PERSONNEL OR 
APPLICANTS, WHO MIGHT PIT THE DESCRIPTION OF THE UNSUB NOTING 
. + ° i 


THAT HE TOLD STEWARDESS[_ =|’ THE: REASON FOR HIJACKING b6 


WAS THAT HE HAD A GRUDGE. 96 a 


CEP :JSD:PRB:DIS/k1lb 


Approved: 


Special Agent in Charge 


DB Cooper-26657 


ak 4,2 Se ee peyee ep Teeetproriet 


_ : 
wR 906 Ly PLAIN : : ° Su By 14 
935 Pi NITEL 42-29-71 EB ' , va x 
10 SEATTLE 164-1 | ” ; ad ey eC 
FROM Las VEGAS 164-69 


NORJAK | 


RE SEATTLE TEL CORCER NING PUBLISHING ARTICLE’ ADVISING, 


- OF AVATLAB I PANSOM LIST." 


/SMSPAPERS IN/R580 AND LAS VEGAS, NEVADA, couTACTED, 


Mediterranean smn et CN Sat A 


CONGERNING PO SIBILITY OF PUBLISHING AN APTICLE. SUCH AR 
ARTICLE WILL BE PUBLISHED AT THE EARLIEST POSSISLE TIME. 


NEWSPAPERS IN RENO AND LAS VEGAS OMLY CONTACTED SINCE 
THESE ARE THE ONLY LARGE METROPOLITAN ARFA I® THIS STATE AND 


YAVE STATEWIDE SOVERAGE. .- A pe oars 
END ; id 

. 4 ‘3 P a ag 
TIM 


FBI SEATTLE” : 2 ee = 


IR B16 SF PLAIN 


11:26 PM NETEL 12/17/71 Feo . 
0s DIRECTOR (164-2111) 
SEATTLE (464-81) , 
FROM: | SAN FRANCISCO (164-220) 


NORJAK; 00 SEATTLE. 


DECEMBER EIGHT SEVENTYONE. 


" REFERELICE SAN FRANCISCO NITEL, DECEMBER FOURTEEN AND SEATTLE AIRTE. 


irre” stares 


PARACHUTE ASSOCIATION, MONTEREY , CALIFORNIA ON DECEMBER 


: SIXTEEN LAST ADVISED ARTICLE RE SUBJECT WITH aN ARTIST 


CONCEPTION WOULD MOST PROBABLY APPEAR IN UNITED “STATES ~ 


“PARACHUTE ASSOCIATION'S PUBLICATION “PARACHUTIST" WHICH VILL BF ISSUED 


MIDDLE OF JANUAPY, NEXT. 


ES-NITEL DECEMBER TWO SEVENTYONE. ‘ 


NO RECORD FOR[_______ LOCATED FORT BAKER, SAUSALITO,, - 
“CALIFORNIA, OR AT SIXTH arwy wiapauenTeks, SAN FRANCISCO. ALSO - - 


END |. 


DB Cooper-26660 * 
WIN Nera FR? cr 


SERIALIZED. FILED. 


DEC 1? 1971 


BIC 


X 
OPTIONAL FORM WO. 10 

MAY 1002 EDITION 

GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-118 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Memorandum 


to: FIDE (164-81) : pare: 12/20/71 


som ; SAC, SEATTLE : Svus—-— CC 
: : ee 
sunject: UNSUB, aka Dan Cooper Su Reo M i 


NORTHWEST AIRLINES FLIGHT 3)5 
PORTLAND TO SEATTLE 

11/24/71 

CAA - HIJACKING; EXTORTION 


On 12/17/71 I talked tomr..—CSS™~—S]St 
Washington Bankers Association, and bic 
requested him to send a bulletin to all of their members, 
requesting that they alert their employees to any large 
deposits in the amount of $20 denominations, any strange 
use of safe deposit boxes, large payments on notes or 
mortgages where bills of $20 denomination in substantial 
numbers are used, and at the same time asked that they 
.check these bills against the list of hijacked bills. 


JEM:eon 
P (1) 


AAS | 
MEY - Sf VOT 
SEARCHED. INOEXED__ 


SERIALIZED FILED 
DEC 17 1971 


FBI— SEATTLE 


Ge— 


Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan DB Cooper-26661 


eo. 


Neams SE PLAIN 

75 PM NITEL 12/24/71 FER 
TO BITTE (164-26) 

LOS ANGELES (164-497) 

PORTLAND (164-41) 

SALT LAKE CITY (164-24) 

SAN FRANCISCO (164-227) 
FROM SEATILE (164-81) 2P 


“OPJAK. 


PECEIVING OFFICES ARE REQUESTER TO CONTACT ALL LOGICAL 
INFORMANTS FOR ANY INFORMATION CONCERNING CAPTIONED MATTFR 
CONCERNING WHICH BACKGROUND INFORMATION HAS PREVIOUSLY REES 
FURNISHED. RECEIVING OFFICES AR™ ALSO REQUESTED TO REVIEW BANK 
ROBBERY SIISPECT PROGRAMS FOR THE IDENTITIES OF ANYONE INCLUDED IN 
THESE PROGRAMS WHO COULD BE CONSIDERED SIISPECT IN CAPTIONED MATTE, 
ADDITIOMALLY, RECEIVING OFFICFS ARE REQUESTED TO CONTACT BANKERS 
ASSOCIATION OR SIMILAR GROUPS WHICH CIPGULAPIZE RANKS REQUESTING 
THAT BANKS BE CIRCILAPI ZEN AND BANK AND SAVINGS AND LOAN 
assontATION EMPLOYEES BE REQUESTED TO SE ALERT FOR ANY LARGE 


EMD PAGE ONF 


LAS VEGAS (164-6) 
PHOENIX 164-180) 
SACRAMENTO (164-54) 
SAN DIEGO (164-91) 


seek Cc 
MbY-8/ HE 


DB Cooper-26662 


PAGF THO 


SE (164-91) 


REPOSITS OF TWENTY DOLLAP BILLS OR EXCHANGTS OF TYENTY DOLLAR 
BILLS FOR OTHER BILLS OP ANY RECENT RENTAL OP UNUSUAL ACTIVITY 14 
AN ALREADY RENTED SAFETY DEPOSIT BOX YHEPEIN THE HIJACKEP MIGHT 
HAVE STASHED THE RANSOM MONEY IN THIS MATTER. TO ACHIEVE IDE 
CIRCWLARIZATION OF THE RANSOM LIST, SEATTLE HAS APRANGED “ITH 

4 SEATTLE NEWPAPER TO PRINT A SHORT FEATURE ARTICLE INFORMING THE 
PUBLIC THAT THE LIST OF RANSOM BILLS HAS BEEN DISTRIBITED TO 

LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES, BANKS AND OTHER FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS, 
THE PUBLIC HAS BEEN INFORMED THAT IF THEY FEEL THEY HAVE ONE OF 
THF PavSOM BILLS THE NUMBER MAY BE CHECKED THPOL@H THEIR LOCAL 
POLICE DEPARTMENT OP THROUGH THE FBI OFFICE. 

RECEIVING OFFICES APE PEQUSSTED TO CONTACT APPROPRIAT® NEMS- 
PAPERS I AN EFFORT TO KEEP BEFOPE THE PUBLIG THE FACT THAT THE LIST 
OF THE THO HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS IN TWENTY DOLLAR BILLS, PAID 
TO THE HIJACKEP, IS AVAILABLE FOR CHECKING THROUGH THF LOCAL POLIGE 
DEPARTMENTS OP FBI OFFICE, -P- 

FAD 
™D 


F3I 8UTTE CLR TKS 


DB Cooper-26663 


SAC, SEATTLE (164~81) 12/17/71 
SA DONALD 3, STEELE 


NORJAK 


On Decenbor 8, 1971 [Oe 
Division 6 at the Bureau phoned a 327 PH and pointed 


out that the Seattle Division should resolve whether the 
subject in this case was wearing a black or brown dress 
suit. He also stated that when the subject is found the 
Seattle Division should make sure that extreme caution 
be used in preserving any physical evidence. He advised 
the Bureau at that time was authorizing the publication 
of two articles in parachute magazine publications. 


DIS: set 
(3) 


be 
b7C 


DB Cooper-26664 


NPaA9 SE PLAIN 


Lk:@7 PM MITEL 12/17/71 DCA 

TO _ PORTLAND LAS VEGAS 
: SAN FRANCISCO SACRAMENTO 

FROM SEATTLE (164-91) iP 


NOR SOK 


WITH REFERENCE TO SEATTLE'S COMMUNICATIONS WITH RESPECT TO 
HAVING MEVISPAPERS PUBLISH TRE LIST OF RANSOM RILLS, THE RECTIVING 
OFFICES ARE REQUESTED TO ADVISE IF ANY SUCCESS HAS BEEN ACHIEVED. 

SAN FRANCISCO IS REQUESTED TO CONTACT THE BANKS AND SAVINGS 


AND LOAN ASSOCIATIONS TO HAVE THEM ALERT FOR ANY LAPGE DEPOSITS OF 
TWENTY DOLLAP BILLS OR THE RECENT RENTAL OF A SAFE DEPOSIT BOX OR 
ACTIVITY IN AN ALPEADY RENTED SAFE DEPOSIT BOX WHEREIN THE HIJACKER 


MIGHT HAV STASHED THE TO HUNDPED THOUSAND DOLLARS. 


‘LL RECEIVING OFFICES ARE PEOUESTED TO CONTACT THE "EMSPAPERS 


AND HAVE THEM PUBLISH AN ARTICLE ADVISING OF THE AVAILABILITY OF 
THE RANSOM LIST. -< P - 

END ‘ 

6H FBI Las VEGAS 

GLP OTH 


eo 


DB Cooper-26065 fg. af-9/./3ER 


FILE (164-81) 12/17/71 
SAC, SEATTLE 


NORJAK 


On 12/17/71 I talkea tol me 
[~~] sfart.eE TIMES, and advised him that the Bureau bic 
was unwilling to spend the approximate $1500 cost involved 
in publishing the list of bills. He said they still have 
the matter under consideration and would possibly run the 
list anyway. 


SEATTLE P-I, advised pe 
that they still have the matter under consideration and he ae 
will let me know. 


JEM:eon 
(3) 


ee are 


SEARCHED. 


1. INDEXED_ 


SERI Fite 
DEC L} 1074 


ance 


DB Cooper-26666 


at @ ) 


SAC, SEATTLE (164~81) 12/14/71 
SA CHARLES E. FARRELL 
NORJAK 


By routing slip dated 12/9/71, the Bureau furnished 
20 copies each of glossy photos of an artist's conception of the 
subject showing him with and without glasses. Copies of 
these sketches are attached. 


2p 164-83. 

~- 164-81 Sub K 
CEF:k1b 
(3) 


DB Cooper-26667 
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DB Caoper-26668 


_NROAT WA PLAIN so Ss 
6:14PM NITEL 12-14-71 LMR, Ss es “ 
‘TO SEATTLE _ oo coe, : C. 
FROM.DIRECTOR 1P ° 


-NORJAK. | . ie 
. . : - . ; , 


_ RE SEATTLE TELETYPE DECEMBER FOURTEEN LAST REQUESTI Ha 


AUTHORITY TO EXPEND UP TO SIXTEEN HUNDRED DOLLARS FOR PUBLICATION, 


OF THE RANSOM LIST IN A LOCAL NEWSPAPER. no 


_bUREAU ‘AUTHORITY Is NOT GRANTED FOR THIS EXPENDITURE AT sf 


.TIME. SUGGEST SEATTLE ENCOURAGE LOCAL PAPERS IN SEATTLE AND’ 
NEIGHBORING DIVISIONS’ TERRITORIES'TO REPUBLISH INFORMATION THAT 
RANSOM LIST IS AVAILABLE AND ENCOURAGE PUBLIC To. CONTACT LOCAL _ 
FBI OR LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY CONCERNING SUSPECTED BILLS. 

_ SEATTLE SHOULD INSURE THAT TERRAIN SEARCHES ARE vieoROUSLY 

" PURSUED BY ALL INTERESTED OFFICES’ AND SOLICIT COOPERATION OF 
LOCAL LOW ENFORCEMENT, FORESTRY PERSONNEL, HUNTING GROUPS, AND 

OTHER LOGICAL PERSONS WHO WOULD BE IN THE AREA OVER WHICH THE 
HIJACKED AIRCRAFT TRAVELED. °° : St 
ED 

BT” 

FBI SEATILE, 


y 


aR 


“FBI SEATTLE 


DB Cooper-26669 


a 


q @ 


SAC, SEATTLE (164-81) 12/14/71 
ASAC PAUL R. BIBLER 


NORJAK 


ASAC CHARLIE DULINSKY called from Las Vegas. 
He said that with regard to SAC MILNES' phone call earlier 
today, they had arranged with the banks to check any 
large deposits of 20's and to advise the FBI of any suspicious 
situation where anybody attempted to change 20's for other 
denominations. They have also alerted the casinos in the 
major cities to the same type of operation. 


In regard to the newspaper, he advised that 
the newspaper in Reno was not willing te publish the ransom 
list. 


PRB:eon 
(3) 


fuck Ce 
HYS - HIF 
SEARCHED. INDEXED. 
SERIALIZED. ep. 


DEG 14 1971 


FBI— SEATTLE A 


DB Cooper-26670 


§RO23 LA CODE 
926 PI NITEL 12/14/71 DAB 
TO DIRECTOR (164-2112 
SEATTLE (164-81) 
FROM LOS ANGELES (164-4973 3P 


NORJAKo 

RE SEATTLE TELETYPE TO BUREAU AND LOS ANGELES, DECEMBER 
EIGHT LAST, AND LOS ANGELES TELCALL TO BUREAU, DECEMBER EIGHT 
LAST, 


CC Farristes concer rion 


AND NARRATIVE CONCERNING UNSUB. FOR INFORMATION OF BUREAU, 


case captzonep [—_] eurnte 


END PAGE ONE 


be 
bic 


LA 164~497 


PAGE TWO 


pave [J revenns int 2 


b7c 
bIE 


b6 
CASE CAPTIONED b7C 


° b7D 


END PAGE TWO 


DB Cooper-26672 


BUR ia-arit PTil “Ti30- “Ti i, 
{ NOY 3.0737 
: Lean Ag iss 


NRGOS SE PLAIN 
1144 PM NITEL 12/13/71 FEE 


TO DIRECTOR (164-2111) 
FROM SEATTLE (164-81) 2P 


NORJAK. 


IN ORDER TO SECURE MAXIMUM DISTRIBUTION OF THE SERIAL NUMBERS 
OF THE MONEY PAID IN THIS caSE,L_ 
SEATTLE TINES, SAC CONTACT, HAS BEEN APPROACHED BY ME TO DETERMINE 
IF THE PAPER YOULD BE WILLING TO PUBLISH THIS LIST. 
[________]#aS ADVISED THAT A STUDY OF THE COST OF THIS 
MATTER REVEALS THAT LABOR COSTS IN COMPOSING WOULD RUN APPROXIMATELY 
SIX HUNDRED DOLLARS AND THE NEWS PRINT COST WOULD RUN APPROXIMATELY 
ONE THOUSAND DOLLARS. SHOULD THEY PUBLISH THIS AT THE PUBLIC SERVICE 
RATE, THE COST WOULD BE APPROXIMATELY THREE THOUSAND DOLLRAS AND AT 
THE REGULAR COMMERCIAL RATE, IT WOULD RUN APPROXINATELY FIVE 
THOUSAND DOLLARS. HE HAS ADVISED THAT BY PROVIDING A REPRINTED MAT, 
THE COMPOSITION COST WOULD NOT BE ELIMINATED SINCE THEIR UNION 
CONTRACT WOULD REQUIRE THAT THE COST BE PAID NONETHELESS.[ | 
[___]HaS INQUIRED IF THE BUREAU WOULD BE WILLING TO PAY THE 
ACTUAL COST UP TO SIXTEEN HUNDRED DOLLARS FOR PUBLISHING THIS LIST. 
END PAGE ONE ; 


* bé 
pic 


b6 
bIC 


gut a 


Md - 8/-T15S- 


DB Cooper-26675 


PAGE TWO 


SE (164-81) 


I PRESUME THE COST WOULD BE COMPARABLE IF OTHER DAILY 
NEWSPAPERS WERE REQUESTED TO PUBLISH THE LIST SINCE ALL WOULD BE 
FACED WIT THE SAME OR SIMILAR PROBLEMS, 
[oF THE seatTLe posT-INTELLIGENCER, Bs 
HAS ALSO BEEN APPROACHED BY ME CONCERNING THIS MATTER BUT HAS NOT 
RESPONDED THUS FAR TO MY INQUIRY. . , . 


I KNOW OF NO WAY WHERE THE LIST COULD BE MADE AVAILABLE To as 
MANY PEOPLE AS PUBLICATION THROUGH A DAILY NEWSPAPER. THE SEATTLE 
TIMES CIRCULATES THROUGHOUT THE STATE OF WASHINGTON, ITS 
PRINCIPLE CIRCULATION AREA BEING THE SEATTLE METROPOLITAN AREA. 
IN THE EVENT MAXINUM ADVANTAGE OF THIS TECHNIQUE IS TO BE ONTAINED, 
THEN I WOULD SUGGEST THE SAME STEPS BE TAKEN BY A DAILY NEWSPAPER 
IN PORTLAND, SANRANENTO, SAN FRANCISCO AND POSSIBLY RENO, NEVADA. 
BUREAU IS REQUESTED TO ADVISE IF IT WOULD AUTHORIZE THE 
EXPENDITURE OF UP TO SIXTEEN HUNDRED DOLLARS FOR PUBLICATION OF 
THIS LIST IN THE SEATTLE TIMES. 
END 


DB Cooper-26676 


AR G6 SC CODED ; ; . Nt) BE. - 
12:03PM URGENT 12-13-71 LXL_ oo , 
10 SEATTLE (164-81 

" SAN FRANCISCO (164-226) 
FROM | SACRAMENTO (164-50) 1P 


QPF 


NORJAK. 00: SEATTLE. . 


y 


RE SACRAMENTO TELS, DEC. SEVEN AND TEN, LAST. 


THIS paTEL_ be 
* bIC 


[J recorns For ath ‘usPa CLUBS THROUGHOUT U.S.LOCATED THAT 
“OFFICE ALONG WITH INFO RE PARACHUTE DROP ZONES AND MISCELLANEOUS DATA 


- RE PARACHUTE CLUBS NOT AFFILIATED WITH USPA. 
4 _ b6 

San FRANCISCO ATL] OBAIN ALL avArLapLe vro[_] BS 

{__] RE uSPA CLUBS IN SACRAMENTO DIV. ALSO OBTAIN COMPLETE MEMBERSHI 

Seenenen sneer eee med . 
LIST OF USPA MEMBERS AND DISSEMINATE TO OFFICE CONCERNED. 

AERIAL SEARCH BY BUAGENS OF NORTHYEST FLIGHT NO THREE ZERO 
- , 


FIVE FLIGHT ROUTE BEING CONDUCTED TODAY. 
0 


END. ; . 


FRI SEATTLE 9 


| 
fo . 
DB Cooper-26677 » 


1015 Second Avenue 
Seattle, Washington 98104, 


December 10, 1971 Puke. = e 


I appreciate your thoughtfulness in es 
writing to me and forwarding your suggestion 


concerning the distribution of the list of 


currency paid in the hijacking of Northwest F 
Aixvlines Plight 305. 

While undoubtedly there is considerable 
merit to your suggestion, we have not been in the 
practice of selling the material we distribute. 
We are trying to get this published through the 
news media. Whether we succeed or not will be 
determined in time. 


Sincerely yours, 


rs J ’ 
iar Be, Agent in Charge - 


AS AG. 


DB Cooper-26678 


ecember 3, 
“MEMO TO EARL MILNES 


Dear Earl: 


Lwould call back in the bb 
bIC 


After | called you this morning, | told 
afternoon but | was| 


With current evenis as they are, | know that you have your hands full 
and | don't intend to take but just a moment of your time. 


La aes discussing the extensive list which had to be printed Re 
c 


and sent out with regard to the currency which was turned over to the 
hijacker and the cost (to the taxpayers) which was run up in getting the 
booklet printed and mailed all over the country. This may or may not 
be a matter of particular interest to you lcame up with an idea 
which might help recover some of those printing costs and, with any 
luck, might even turn up some of the items which are listed. 


That is for the FBI to get a news release out to every daily newspaper 
(thru AP or UPI wire) that copies of the list of bills, in booklet form, 
are available to anyone interested at a cost of $1.00 apiece. Not that 
she nor [ subscribe to the "hero-worship" concept we've been reading 
about, but we believe there'd be hundreds who would like to get ahold 
of a copy... .either for curiosity's sake or as a souvenir item. In addition 
to making the books available fora buck apiece, the news item could 
also point out that if an actual bill was turned up, J. Edgar Hoover 
would buy it back for $21.00, thereby returning their investment on 
the book. 


I know it may sound weird but, on the other hand, | can see how it 
also might even turn up some real good leads. 
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M4. 
AIRTEL AIRMAIL 
3 DIRECTOR, FBI (164-2111) 
FROM: SAC, SAN FRANCISCO (164-220) 


SUBJECT: NORJAK 


Re San Francisco airtel to Bureau, 12/8/71. 


The San Francisco Office will need an additional 
340 copies of the ransom bills paid in captioned case, for 
distribution to the Police Departments, Sheriff's Offices, 
District Attorney's Office, etc. 


2 - Bureau (RM} 
Seattle (164-81) 

i - San Francisco 

BHC/cad 

(4) 
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AIRTEL 


TO: 


FROM: 


12/8/71 


AIRMAIL Wary — 4 
[bli = € 


DIRECTOR, FBI (164-2111) 


SAC, SAN FRANCISCO (164-220) 


SUBJECT: NORGAK 


fhe San Francisco Office has received 100~150 


of the ransom bills paid in captioned case. We want to 
distribute this list to all the banks, savings and loan, 


Federal cr 
Division. 
21900 copie 


edit unions, and hotels within the San Francisco 
As a result, San Francisco will nee@ an additional 
s of this list. 


ae oaennamen ee | 


2 reau. 
Ce" Seattl 
~- San Fr. 
BHC/cad 
(4) 


e (164~81} 
ancisco 
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12/10/71 
AIRTEL AIRMAIL 
TO 2 DIRECTOR, FBI (164-2111) 


FROM oo: SAC, “SEATTLE (164-81) (~P-) 
SUBJECT: NORJAK 


ReBureau airtel 12/7/71. 


Enclosed are three copies of a letter addreased 
to the 0.8. Secret Service Headquarters in Washington, D.C., 
explaining the photographing at Seattle, of the ransom 
money in captioned case. 


Por the Bureau's information, the Seattle-First 
National Bank, who provided the film of the ransom money, 
odvises that the film may be maintained by the PBI, Seattle, 
to be preserved as evidence in this case. 


- Bureaa (Encl 3) 
3 Seattle 
CEP :klb 
(6) 
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1015 Second Avenue 
Seattle, Washington 98104 
Decanber 10, 1971 


Mr. James J. Rowley, 
Director, 

U.S. Secret Service, 
Room 921, 

1800 G Street Northweet, 
Washington, D.C., 20226 


Re: UNKNOWN SUBJECT; 
Northwest Airlines Plight #305, 
Portland to Seattle, 
November 24, 1971 
CAA ~ HIJACKING; EXTORTION 


Dear Sir: 


Northwest Airlines Plight #305 enroute from 
Portland, Oregon, to Seattle, on November 24, 1971, was 
hijacked and a ransom demand made of Northwest Airlines 
for $206,000. 


The hijacker inatructed that the $200,000 as 
well as four parachutes be ready by 5:00 PM, on Hovember 
24, 1971. 


Northwest Airlines then arranged with Seattle-First 
Wational Bank, Seattle, to make the $200,000 available and 
the same was microfilmed for later evidentiary use. ‘The 
film is now in possession of the Seattle Office of the 
Pederal Bureau of Investigation. 


Very truly yours, 


J.E. Milnes, 
Special Agent in Charge 


3 - Addressee 

3 - Seattle (164-81) 
CEF:kib 

(6) 
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TO t 


SUBJECT: 


SRR Ee 


OPTIONAL FORM WO, 10 ®@ 


MAY 1082 EDITION 
GSA FPMA (41 CR) 101118 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Memorandum 


FILE (164-81) DATE! 12/10/71 


SAC, SEATTLE : SuB- 

aa, 3S 

NORJAK : 
On 12/10/71 Z called SA HENRY SHUTZ at the Bureau. 


I told him we were contacting a number of daily 
newspapers, urging them as a public service to publish serial 
numbers of the bills taken in this case. I suggested that 
as an economic matter it might be more desirable to have the 
Bureau prepare a mat containing these numbers, which could 
be distributed to newspapers and used by them ss a means 
of printing and thereby, hopefully, be able to encourage 
more to print the list. 


. I talked to SA BLAND about this matter and he 
advised that it would have to be initiated by the investiga-— 
tive division. 


~~» SA SHUTZ called me back on 12/10/71 and advised 
they were exploring the possible costs of this matter and 
would let us know Monday. 
In the meantime I had talked 

of the SEATTLE P~I, and to 

of the SEATTLE TIMES, inquiring of them if as a 
public service would they be interested in publishing 
the list. Both advised it would be considered and they 
would let us know. 


JEM:eon 
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01971 
FB— SEATTLE 


Buy U.8. Savines Bonds Reeutlarly on the Pavrall Savings Plan 
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10:57 PM NITEL f2-18-71 WFY e 
TO SEATTLE (164-81) 
SAN FRANCISCO 
FROM BOSTON (164-153) 


NORJAK 


INVESTIGATION AT STRONG ENTERPRISES, INC., QUINCY, 


MASS., PARACHUTE EQUIPMENT SUPPLIERS, THIS DATE DETERMINE 
rrom[—SSSS™S™~—sSCSCSCSCSCSCSSCTHAT: MAGOR ORGANEZATION OF 


SPORTING PARACHUTERS IS THE UNITED STATES PARACHUTERS 


ASSOCIATION CUSPA) POST OFFICE BOX ONE ZERO NINE, MONTEREY, 
[| ADVISED THERE ARE APPROXIMATELY THIRTY THOUSDN 
‘ SPORTING PARACHUTERS IN THE UNITED STATES, OF WHOM FIFTEEN 
THOUSAND ARE MEMBERS OF USPA. THE USPA' CIRCULATES A NATIONAL 
NEWS LETTER AND ITS MEMBERSHIP CARDS, WHICH INDICATE 
VARYING DEGREES OF PROFICIENCY, BEAR DESCRIPTIVE INFORMATION 
AND A PHOTOGRAPH OF THE BEARER. NOT BELIEVED THAT A PHOTO- 
END PAGE ONE. . 
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Date 72-46-77 ¥ i 
Dime OP2S 


involved in an investigation being conducted by the Federal 


Bureau of Investigation. In order to assist in the + 
investigation, the Federal Bureau of Investigation is hereby 
authorized to monitor, record, and disclose the contents of 

any telephone call I may receive or make. No promises or 
threats have been made to me, and no pressure or coercion of 

any kind has been used tovobtain this authority. This 


authorization is void ies the inv. i i i ted. 
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